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TO THE 
PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS 
OF ST. MADY MAGDALEN COLLEGE^ 
IN OXFORD^ 
ARE INSCRIBED 
THE FOLLOWING PAGES^ 
BY A MEMBER OF THEIR SOCIETY, 
WHO BEING UNWILLING, 
IN THE SMALLEST DEGREE, 
TO INVOLVE THE CREDIT 
OF SO RESPECTABLE A COMMUNITY 

IN THE SUCCESS OF 

HIS OWN TRIFLING UNDERTAKING, 

THINKS PROPER TO DECLARE, 

THAT, 

WITHOUT THEIR PERMISSION, 

HE HAS PRESUMED TO OFFER THEM 

THIS MARK OF HIS RESPECT 

AND GRATITUDE. 

HE IS THEIR OBLIGED 
AND OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT, 

THE AUTHOR. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The following notices may not be nnacceptable to 
the reader. They were commonicated to the Editor 
by one who had some share in the work,* and who 
hopes that his partiality, founded on an acquaint- 
ance with the principal writers in it, has not blinded 
his judgment, when he attempts to give some 
slight sketches of their lives, and of their liierary 
merits. 

Thomas Monro, the original projector and pro- 
moter of the OUa Podrida, was the son of the Rev. 
T. Monro, rector of Burgate and Wortham, to 
which livings he was presented by R. Holt, Esq. of 
Redgrave Hall, in the county of Suffolk. Thomas, 
the subject of this article, was bom in October, 
1764, and fihished his education under the cele- 
brated Dr« Parr, when master of the grammar 
school in Norwich. He continued, after he left 
school, to be one of the doctor's distinguished fa- 
vourites ; and he has been heard to declare, that if 
he was raised to the bench of bishops, Monro 
should be his first chaplain. He was entered a 
commoner of St. Mary Hall, in the university of 
Oxford, and was chosen a demy of Magdalen Col- 
lege. How much he pleased Dr. Horne, the pre- 
sident of that society, appeared by the contributions 
of that eminent person to the Olla Podrida. He 
quitted the university to be united iq a lady, whose 
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personal and mental charms rendered her worthy 
of such a partner for life. The living of Easton, in 
Essex, was given to him by Lord Maynard. He 
resided upon that preferment; and with a degree of 
prudence, that showed the excellence of his under- 
standing, he at once accommodated himself to a 
retired situation. He submitted his lively mind to 
the restraints of tuition, and the solemn duties of 
the pastoral care ; and for the remaining years of 
his life paid the most unremitting attention to his 
pufHls and his parish. In the year 1813, his family 
and his friends experienced his irreparable loss; 
and Jio one was ever more sincerely lamented by 
all who had the happiness to know him. 

He was handsome in person, his temper was 
mild and fi-ank, and his heart warm and affectionate. 
Such was his peculiar ease of deportment and man- 
ners, that it appeared to be the effect of nature 
rather than of education. His smile, which was 
remarkably engaging, never arose from feelings of 
vanity or presumption, but was the indication of 
candour and benevolence. His company was court- 
ed by all who once came within the sphere of its 
attractions ; for in his couversatio^i there was the 
same native ease that graced his manners, *i(nd in- 
deed the same charm : it was distinguished by 
sound sense, wit, and facetiousness ; yet, when se- 
rious, he W'ds never dull, his facetiousness never 
descended to buffoonery, nor was his wit tarnished 
by coarseness, or poisoned with personality. Open- 
hearted and generous, and equally averse to flattery 
and to defamation, like Bishop Beveridge, ** he 
never spoke of a man's virtues before his face, nor 
of his faults behind his back." His learned al- 



lusions or quotations ne^er showed the conceited 
pedant^ but always the unassuming and polite 
scholar. 

His writings as an Essayist reflected the bright 
images of his conversation. He wrote without 
eflbrty as he was accustomed to talis. His compo- 
sitions were the spontaneous fruits of a fertile 
mind. He had the ready command of various sub- 
jects, and could proceed, with the most happy 
transition — 

From grave to gay, from lively to severe. 

What he aimed at he accomplished — *' to catch 
the manners living as they rose" to his observation, 
and to exhibit them in striking pictures, for amuse- 
ment and instruction ; to be jocose without insipi- 
dity, and to moralize without affected gravity, were 
the leading objects pursued by himseflf and his co- 
ac^utors in the Olla Podrida. 

Among these Monro had the distinguished ho- 
nour to record Bishop Horne, one of the brightest 
ornaments of the English church and nation. He 
is the nerson alluded to in a very delicate manner 
in the preface to the Olla Podrida, but without 
the disclosure of his name. Well, indeed, does he 
deserve an ample tribute of praise to his memory, 
which we should cheerfully pay, if the limits as- 
signed would allow us to make such digression ; 
nor could a more acceptable service be rendered 
to the cause of piety and literary merit, than by 
giving an enlarged detail of his life and his works. 
This has been the honourable task * of Jonet^ and 
Chalmers, and Todd, his pTofe««e^ Xyio^^.'^^^^* 



Ooly a sketch, therefore, will be attempted ; and 
we leave them \n possession of the pr^se due to 
complete portraits, with a confidence, that even our 
feeble effbi^ to embdHsh sodi a subject cannot 
be regarded without inteirst and advantage by all 
who reverence the csalted virtnes and talents of the 
good and the great. 

jCrEOR0£ . HoRVE was bucn at Oldham, . near 
Maidstone, in Kent, ip the year 1730. From the 
Miudstone grammar school, at fifteen years of 
age, he succeeded to a scholarship in University 
College in Oxford. Th6re be was distinguished by 
bright abilities, a studious disposition, and a pious 
turn of: mind. In the year 1749, he took his first 
degree., and in the following year was elected a 
fellow of Magdalen College. Following the impulse 
of a warm imagination, he embraced some of the 
reveries of Hutchinson, which, when his judgment 
became piore mature, he either suppressed or re«- 
jected. In 1753, he took orders, and soon ob- 
tained a high reputation as a preacher, both on 
account of his excellent discourses and the pleasing 
ni^nn^er of his delivery. |n 1764,- he took the de- 
gree of D.D.. and four years after was chosen pre- 
sidei^t of Magdalen College. He served the office 
of vice-chancellor .fi^ur years after, and no one 
evef. did more honour to th^t important office by 
a conscientious discharge of duty, and an engaging 
attention, to all who had business to transact with 
hiip. ..This. situation introdnced hini to the notice 
of ^rd North, then chancellor of the nniversity, 
and i^n^Q minister;. and, by his interest, he was 
prOpiQt^ to thje deanery of Canterbury, In 1790 
he was advanced to the bbhopric of Norwich; 



soon after which he resigned his presidentship. 
The dignity conferred by the mitre, however most 
highly deserved, came too late for his enjoyment ; 
aodL his friends remarked, with infinite concern, 
the rapid decline of his health. In the autumn of 
the year 1791, on a return from a third yisit, to 
Bath, he was attacked by a paralytic stroke, from 
the effects of which he never recovered. He ex- 
pired at Bath on the 17th of January, 1792, in the 
aizty-second year of his age ; and his last illness 
and death afforded a signal and edifying example of 
Christian fottitude and hope. 

With respect to the more striking traits of his 
diaracter, we can add our tribute to that of his 
Uograpliers, by being able to remark, not only 
from the information of some of his most intimate 
friends, but our own personal knowledge, that he 
was as remarkable for sweetness of temper as for 
sanctity of manners. In his conversation, he united 
ease with facetlousness ; and his copious informa- 
tion was enlightened by a lively fancy. As a divine, 
he was pre-eminent ; and as a preacher, almost 
unequalled. In the pulpit, he displayed " the 
beauty of holiness :" such was the grace and dig- 
nity of his person, the ease of his elocution, and 
bis persuasive and deUghtful manner of recom- 
nending divine truth. ** What a glorious place," 
fftid a young Oxonian, on hearing him preach, 
" must heaven be, when its guides to it are so 
attractive and so amiable as Dr. Home !" 

His works are numerous, and many of them are 
highly valuable. His ** Commentary on the 
jPtalms" may be ranked as the first : this was the 
flinmrite produaion of twenty yean of Ids tife« 
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These medhatioas on the " songs of Sion" are 
read with equal instniction and delight by every one 
who kr well disposed : such an one cannot ftdl to 
be inflaenoed by the fedings of the Commentator, 
who sayS) that ** cf?ery psalm im|)roved on hit 
aeqnaintaaoe with it^ and no one gave him nneasi* 
aesB bot the last ; for then he grieved that his woi% 
was done." In his ** Sermons," he aimed not at 
the profound argnment of HUotsony nor the copi- 
onsness of Barrow ; bnt rather had a view to Sonth 
and to Taylor, There are Instances in them of 
qnaintdess in thought and language; but these are Hkc 
freckles upon the face of beauty, and serve as foils 
to general ezoellenee. He indulges in the flowers 
of style, but he transplanted most of them from the 
Scriptvres; avoiding the thorny paths of con- 
troversy, and the regions of cold morality: he 
aidroates the mmd to the practice of piety and 
^rtne, by motives of faith, and hope, and love. 
He never paints religion in terrific colours, but re- 
presents her in her more jnst and beautiful dress ; 
showing, by convincing argument and livdy il* 
lustration, ** that her ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and idl her paths are peace." 

liat Dr. HoRNE could descend from his literary 
«ndttence, and yet acquit himself in a manner not 
degrading to his character, he proved by his ** Let- 
ters to Adam Smith on the Life and Death of 
David Hume/' He showed similar versatility of 
mind in the contributions he made to the Olla 
PoDRiDA, wherein the learned doctor lent his able 
and ready pen to aid the humble bachelor of 
arts, and gave a pleadng proof of his amiable con- 
descension and benignity of heart. The value of his 
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papers is not to be estimated by their namber, but 
by their intrinsic excellence. It is particnlariy to be 
elMiervedy that they were not pabUsbed in the col- 
lection of his works by Mr. Jone^ althongh they 
are certainly as Falaable, and as desenring inser- 
tion, as bis " Essays and Thoughts on Various 
Sabjects." 

In the 011a Podrida there may not be found the 
variety ,of the 3pectator) nor the weighty obser- 
vations of the Rambler^ but there is a greater 
resemblance of the Adventurer and the Observer ; 
and Hawketworth and Cumberland would surely have 
rejoiced in the assistance of such allies as Home 
and Monro, This work presents a treat, to winch 
few readers will sit down without thinking them- 
selves obliged to those who have provided it : they 
can hardly fail to relish such literary dainties ; and 
we are much mistaken, if they have any complaint 
to make, that the dishes are not well dressed and 
well seasoned : — ^they may be more likely to wish 
that they were fuller, and more numerous. 

Kaighttbridge, July, 18«>. 



PREFACE. 



A PREFACE to a work, if read at all, is generally r«ui 
the first ; thoiigh as generally, I believe, ¥rritten the last. 
Few authors know the limits of their undertaking till their 
work is finished ; but most readers begin a book with the 
perusal of page the first. 

This custom of writing a preface when the work is com- 
plete is attended with peculiar advantages. ,, An author 
having diligently pursued the thread of his labours, through 
a space of five hundred pages, may then certainly sit down, 
and inform his readers, with great deliberation, what he 
intends to do. 

It may not be impertinent to suppose him modestly be- 
ginning in some such manner as this : 

'* It is my intention, in as short a compass as the nature 

tf the subject will admit, to offbr, with becomiog humility, 

ome important truths to the consideration of my readers, 

hidi will, I trust, convince them that the narrative of 

iptain Lemuel Gulliver abounds with gross and palpable 

^representations, geographical mistakes, and botanical 

tnrs; and will moreover impress conviction on their 

ids that the whole of that too popular history is a catch- 

ny account, which deserves no credit. I am clearly 

to prove, that such a commander as Captain Lemuel 

irer never served in our navies; I shall also, in the 

le of my work, add a few observations on the nature of 

and falsehood, and conclude with a list of British 

landers from the time of Admiral Drake inclusive. 

rhole will form an useful repository of science, be de. 
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dicated to the people of Great Britain, and is seriously re- 
commoided to the use of schools." 

Thus are we preface-writing authors justified in speaking 
<^ oucselyes and our performances. Nor is it often that 
we rest satisfied with a protracted enumeration of our par- 
ticular accomplishments ; we are frequently desirous to en- 
hance their value by asserting boldly, that all who have 
preceded us in similar attempts have possessed no one re- 
quisite for the proper execution of their task. 

Upon the whole, however, nothing can be so proper as 
for* an author to recommend his own work. Is not he who 
writes h book the most likely person in the world to know 
its excellences ? The seeming indelicacy of becoming the 
. herald of our own accomplishments ought not to resist 
the good of the commimity. Besides, I would ask, who 
scruples to commend to a purchaser his dog, his horse, or 
his daughter ? *' They are well-bred, sir, and well-managed 
— This flrom the Godolphin-Arabian— that from Pompey of 
Korthumberland-^he other by my first wife, with a well- 
stocked shop in Houndsditch.** 

In imitation of so laudable an example, I too shall ex- 
pect not only pardon, but praise; addressing my reader 
in tile true spirit of such modest assurance, ovaio 0-ou rau- 
f^f Tiif iroiKiKofjM$ioiS'^l wish you joy of this learned mis- 
c^lany. 

The principal intention however of this prooemium yet 
remains unanswered. I had only in view to introduce to 
my readers such of my correspondents as have obliged and 
gratified me by their assistance; and whose permission to 
make my public acknowledgmrats to them will confer on 
these pages whatever credit they may appear to deserve. 

By the indulgence of my valuable ftiend the Reverend 
Mr. Kett, of Trinity CoU^e, Oxford, I am allowed to in- 
form my readers that I am indebted to him for those num- 
bers signed Q. vis. 4, 82, V7$ 39* and 4?. 

For number SO, I am obliged to a gentleman whose stu- 
dious retirement has made him better known as the el^(ant 
witfaor of Columella, the Sjaritual Quixote, and other 
works of fancy and humour, than as the Reverend Mr. 
Graves of Claverton near Bath. 



PREFACE. 

For nnmber 16, I have to thank an intinuite 
whose taste and abilities every one has had suffl' 
mony who has fortvnately seen Seleet Beauties 
English Poetry, lately published with Remark 
Headley of Korwieh. 

I am permitted to say, that toft number 80, n 
• indebted to Francis Grose, esq.'F. A. S. 

For number 24, to the Reverend Joseph Pott, 
the Old Jewry. 

For numbers 38, 37, and 38, to Mr. Berkeley, 
len-hall, Oxford. 

For number 34, to Mr. Hammond, of Merton ' 

For a letter, signed Yiator, to the Reverend M 
Magdalen College^ 

For number 41, to the RevA-end Mr. Mavor. 

For three letters, signed, John Scribe, John 
Jeremy Crasybones, to Mr. Leycester of Merton 

Did I know the author of number lo, I certa 
not omit this opportunity of making him my be 
ledgments. 

There is yet one other correspondent, to whon 
is indebted for those numbers whidi bear the si 
Z: via. 7* 9, 18, 13, 17, 83, 86, 89, and 33. 

To him I feel myself obliged, as to one wl 
scended firom the eminence of a superior statioi 
rage an individual, whose principal merit was, 
of contributing to tiie entertainment of others, « 
gracing himself. The permission of saying Aro 
have received these fitvours, involves an additio 
tion. My motive for not xising the privilege wi 
am thus indulged, is, that in announcing such 
the public, I might seem to have principally ii 
gratification of my vanity. I might also, perhap 
awkwardness in my mode of introduction, reflec 
credit upon the person introduced. 

In these pages 1 have occaidonally taken the 
which I stipulated in my introductory numbe 
which I have the sanction of many similar publ 
more established reputation, as in the instanc< 
Simple, CantweU, Pohunathes, Snub, and Socrs 
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bryo, of addressing letters to mys^. If under thaee feigned 
characters I have added to the stodc of innocent amuse- 
ment, or if I may in general claim the credit of praise- 
wOTthy intentions* I am willing to believe that I may, 
without any Year of the consequences, avow myself to be 
the original projector and promoter of the OUa Podrida. 

THOMAS MONRO, A. B. 
St. Mary Magdalen College, O^pnrd. 



OLLA PODRIDA. 



No. I. 
Saturday, March 17, 1787. 



Sit down and feed, and welcome to our table. 

Shakspeart^a As You Like it. 

Every one mnst have observed the unpleasant si- 
tuation of a bashful man, upon his introduction 
into » room where he is unacquainted with the 
company : his arms are an encumbrance to him ; 
when addressed, he hesitates in reply, or answers 
with confusion ; his conversation is forced, and 
his remarks, most likely, foreign to the purpose, 
and unnatural. I cannot but confess,^that such is 
my present situation. While I am utterly unac- 
quainted with the humours of the persons I am 
addressing, my conversation must naturally be ex- 
pected to turn upon the weather, the news, and the 
common occurrences of the day : when we are be- 
come more intimate, we shall be more communi- 
cative; we may then proceed to the discussion of 
various weighty points of fashion, honour, pleasure, 
sometimes, perhaps, descending to literature, but 
never to politics. 
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Should I unfortunately be detected in addressing 
complimentary letters to myself, filled with enco- 
miums upon the elegance of my style, the purity of 
my language, and the versatility of my genius ; I 
hope, with the reasonable number of my readers 
(and I cannot expect an unreasonable number) it 
will be a sufficient excuse, that custom hath made 
it a necessary appendage to a work of this kind. 
Such letters must be written ; and, if no ingenious 
friend will save me the trouble of transcribing them 
from dedications addressed to other gi*eat men, why 
I must even go to work myself. 

Upon reviewing the different reasons which are 
assigned by authors for favouring the world with > 
their publications, (or, as the ungrateful world is 
too apt to call it, for obtruding their nonsense 
on the public) I find, that with some it is an alle- 
viation of pain ; with others, a diversion from me- 
lancholy contemplations : some scribble because it 
is cold weather, others because it is hot ; some be- 
cause they have nothing else to do, and others be- 
cause they had better do any thing else. 

To some, this cacoethes scribendi is a chronic 
' complaint. I remember a man who had regularly 
a fit of the gout every September : he was unavoid- 
ably confined to the house, which as unavoidably 
produced a fit of reading, and dictating to an ama- 
nuensis, (for write he could not) ; so that by sha- 
king hands with him, you might discover the ad- 
vance of his poem from the size and state of his 
chalkstones. Many of those people (who, having 
been long afflicted with rheumatic complaints, are 
become tolerable chronicles Qf the weather) agree 
iu their observation, that a rainy season is apt to 
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prodace an innndatioD of scribblers. Thus I have 
known the l^irth of an epic poem foretold by the 
shooting of a corn, and an ode to Peace prophesied 
from a pain in the shonlder. The reason of this is 
obvious : wet weather confines people at home ; 
people confined at home bepome sick, listless, sati- 
ricaJ, melancholy. Now the sick man must not 
suffer his ideas to stagnate, the listless must have 
something to dissipate his ennui, the satirical 
something to jent his spleen upon, and the melan- 
choly something to amuse him ; and each, to an- 
swer his particular end — writes. 

Mr. Afflatus, who ** is now a scribbler that was 
once a man," caught his distemper by the merest 
accident in the world. He was going out a shoot- 
ing, and preparatory to it employed himself in 
drying his powder by the fire. A spark flying out, 
the whole magazine was in flames ; and my friend 
suffered so much in the explosion, from the havoc 
it made in the features of his face, that I scarce 
knew him. He was condemned for a considerable 
time to his chamber, and during that confinement 
first became acqu^nted with the Aonian ladies. 
He was driven by necessity to read; and chance 
having flung in his way the energetic poetry of sir 
Richard Blackmore, such a /Uror poeticus was 
kindled in his breast, that he instantly mistook 
himself for a genius, and communicated his mis- 
take to the public. I have been informed, that in 
his first fit of poetic frenzy, he was so considerably 
elevated and furious, that after having kicked down 
a whole set of china, the servants were obliged to 
be called in to hold him. The wet weather still 
affects him, but he is now less violent ; and his do- 
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mestics take no other precaution, than 
find the glass fidling, or the sky doadi 
remove every thing out of his way whii 
damaged by a fall. I can now easily co 
sly female inquiring : What, after all tl 
other people's misfortunes, can be the n 
scribbling ? To which, as I am a dowi 
of a being, I answer, with more truth i 
nesa: Beomse it happens to be my hui 
my dear madam, should you be half as ' 
with what yon read, as I am with wh^ 
shall find in you a constant reader, ( 
find in me a constant attentive slave, i 
have indulged the flattering supposition 
1 possibly find a reader or two among 1 

\ beg leave to inform them, that it is b] 

t my wish to call off their attention from 

I to dismal inquiries into the nature o 

\ fidsehood, to the apophthegms of mo 

discoveries of philosophers, or the dis< 
the learned. I shall frequently devote 
drely to their service ; and, as 1 have n( 
antiquated prejudices or opinions abo 
advice may tend to the reformation of n 
indeed, that mankind stand in any need 
meiit— >I shall study to entertain them 
smning the superiority of a dictator. 

In my attempts to collect materials f 
pose, I shall hope to succeed, not^n 
**^ Oxford" (according to the opinion o< 
audi a dull, insipid, out of the way phu 
were not for tiie stage coaches, it would 
for a body to pick up news enough in t 
furnish a petit-maitre's pocket*book." 
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There still remains a very large class of readers, 
for whom I coufess myself totally unable to provide. 
I mean those, who, (from various causes which 1 
shall not at present enumerate) are entertained 
with nothing but anecdotes of the bmu mande, 
l^eaped from waiters and unliveried gentiemen ; or 
the scurrilities of an insolent buffoon,, which are 
Qupnnished because they are unworthy of notice. 

That my-attention has not been engaged in pur- 
suits which win enable me to gratify such tastes, I 
do not repine. 

Cur ego laborem notus ene tarn pnye. 

Cum stare gratis cum silentio possim ?— Jforfio/. 



(f 



Why should I labour in vicious industry, when I 
may remain without toil in innocent silence ?" 

I should in vain endeavour to convey to my read- 
ers any very accurate idea of my proposed plan, as 
that which is in itself incomplete must be imper- 
fect in description. Thus far I can venture to pro- 
mise them ; that, however little pleasure they may 
reap from peruMni^ the produce of a gayer hour, or 
however little instruction from the iuculnrations of 
a graver one, they will not have occasion to re- 
proach me with having willingly disseminated 
error, having made my correspondence with the 
public the vehicle of private caluumies, or mi- 
nistered by my pen to the gratification of vice. 

I may now, perhaps^ be forgiven, if I say a fe\v 
words of myself; and having entered upon that fa- 
vourite topic on which the dull can expatiate with 
brilliancy, and the sterile with copiousness, let me 
obtain the negative praise of not having been pro- 
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Ibc I shall only then add, that I am in goo( 
health, neither sick, listless, satirical, nor melan 
choly ; and, that I shall be thankful for the com 
manf cations of all correspondents, and object t< 
the publishing of nothing which is not devoid o 
candour, delicacy, common sense, or grammatics 
correctness. 

— — iieroat mea Musa, dolosum 
SI qiumdo onuu'et vitium, aut cecinisse recuset 
Virtttt^emque, artemque, et quicqmd carmine dignum. 

Monro. 



No. II. 
Saturday, March 24, 1787. 

Laudant ilia, sed ista l^gunt. Martial, 

The elegant and justly-admired author of the Ai 
venturer* censures the practice of our instructo 
of youth, for making their pupils more intimate 
acquainted with the Iliad than the Odyssey 
Homer. I fear he has done this without producio 
by his arguments, a reformation in the conduct 
some, who still persist in the prosecution of the 
plan ; or conviction in the minds of others, wl 
may have altered it.-—" This absurd custom,* sa 
he, " which seems to arise from the supposed » 

• No. 75, 
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periority of the former poem, has induced me to 
make some reflectioDs on the latter.'* The custom 
does not appear to me an absurd one, but founded 
on the experience of its utility ; nor can I think the 
superiority of the Iliad supposed, but real. 

" The moral of this poem" says the Adventurer, 
" is more extensively useful than that of the Iliad, 
which, indeed, by displaying the dire effects of dis- 
cord among rulers, may rectify the conduct of 
princes, and may be called the manual of monarchs : 
whereas, the patience, the prudence, the wisdom, 
the temperance, and fortitude of Ulysses, afford a 
pattern, the utility of which is not confined within 
the compass of courts and palaces, but descends 
and diffuses its influence over common life and daily 
practice/' Upon this argument, namely, that the 
affairs which the Iliad treats of, are too far re- 
moved from common life to be of service to com- 
mon readers, is grounded his principal objection to 
the practice before observed. Admitting the posi* 
tion to be true, the conclusion does not necessarily 
follow. It is universally allowed, that the doctrine 
of morality has never been more forcibly inculcated, 
or its practice more strenuously and successfully 
recommended, than in the lofty tales and sublime 
language of Eastern literature : they have been 
subjects of imitation to an Adventurer and a Ram- 
bler, and of admiration to all. The tendency of 
these tales is universally an incitement to virtue, by 
an unlimited display of the workings of Providence. 
Yet how far removed are they from the business 
'* of common life and daily practice !" 

Infinite merit is certainly due to the simplicity of 
the Odyssey. Yet is the Iliad by no means inferior 
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in this particular. Even inlet reges atque tetrat 
chat there is ftequently room for it, and uo oppoi 
tnnity is lost of introducing it. Wboe?er recollect 
how Andromache was employed, wlien from th 
top of the tower she l>eheld the fate of iter hnsband 
will in Tain seek to find the simplicity of that pas 
sage which describes her employment any wher 
equalled. 

aXo%ejr V ttxttt rt rcTv^re 
CxTopo^ V yap 0/ rif fmru/io; ayytXof i^Omv 
Hyy»X', orr< poi 01 xcfftf txro$t fUfivt iruXcuuit' 

AtWhMXClt fAap/ACipi1i¥, C» 8f ^p9Va TTOiXlX' iKOLfffft* 

KtxXfro V a/A<piToXoiO'iy tvirXoxa/ueif xaroe ^wfioi 
A/A^iitvpi <mi<reu rptiroia firyav, o^poi trtkoiTO 
ExTopt ^tpfia \9trpx fiords nxvom^aeDtrf 
N)}*<)}y vV f yeijff'fv e fitv fiotKoi ri}Xf \otTpuif 
Xtpctv A)^iXXi}Of ia/iaan yKavxonrtf A9)}»7j. 
KfftfXUTv 0^. ifXtf^f xoi otfiuyris am nvpytt, 
TitcS* cXfXi)^6)} yuia, Xa/K«u ^ 04 ixirtffs xt^tg. 

XL xxil 440. 

But not as yet fhefttal news had spread 
To fair Andromadie, of Hector dead, &c 

Pope, xxii. 40c, 

' Criticism has no language to describe the ei 
site tenderness and simplicity of the 

Kf xXtn 8^ a/u^nroXomy tvxkoxa/iotf xara tatfia 
AfApi mpt onicratTptmia /Mtyay, «<p^oe iriAMro 
EKTopt^p/tA \OiTpa,SLC» 

Mr. Pope's transhition of which passage 
the English reader a very faint idea of th 
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f hi« orighiaL The general originality of Hiom- 
so will not be impeached, ifl subjoin a passage from 
k Winter, which bears a beautiful resemblance of 
he foregoing lines in UoBoer t 

In vain far him the ofELdous wifie prepares 
1%t fire Eur hUsing, sad tiie Testmeufe warn; 
In vain hit little children, peeping out 
Int6~Ae mingling storm, demand thdrtire 
Wkh tears of artless innocence. Alas ! 
Nor wife, nor childien more shall he heboid. 
Nor friends, nor saered home. 

** If the forest ezamj^les,*' proceeds the Adventir* 
er, ** ought to be placed before us in an age prone 
imitation, if patriotism be preferable to implaca- 
)Uity, if an eager dc^re to return to one's coun- 
ry and family, be more manly and noble, than an 
ager desire to be revenged of an eneqiy; then should 
mr eyes be fixed rather on Ulysses than Achilles. 
Jnezperienced minds, too easily captivated with 
he fire and fury of a gaUant general, are apt to 
ftrefer courage to constancy, and firmness to huma- 
llty." It is one of the acute Dr, Clarke's observa- 
^ons, that Homer has represented the character of 
Vchilles, quaUtJkiUf nan qutilit e9$e ^ebuerii. The 
«marlc, however obvious it may appear when 
aade, would not, perhaps, have occuired to the 
Bind of a common reader. The conduct of the son 
if Pdeus is related, but not defended ; the cause 
tf virtue does not suffer by the exhibition of a cha- 
f«cter, in most respects amiable, in all Ulustrious* 
fet sometimes giving way to the gratifications tk 
ust, and sometimes to an inordinate thirst for 

VOL, I. ' c 
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revenge. Its proper stigma is iDflicted upon each 
deriatiou from virtue, by placing it in an odious 
light. His affectionate lamentation over his dead 
fdend Patroclns, does not prevent the poet from 
stigmatising the cruelty he exercised upon the sl^dn 
Hector. 

From a irontemplation of the character of Ulys- 
ses and Achilles, very different sentiments arise. 
When we are observing the former, the mind is 
wrapped in unwearied admiration; it is scarce 
awalcened to observation from a continued series of 
praise>worthy actions, but slumbers in the fulsome- 
ness of perpetual panegyric. If we would examine 
thoroughly the character of the latter, the mind 
must be ever at worlc. There is much to praise, 
and much to condemn, through a variety of good 
and bad circumstances ; we must " pick our nice 
way." His well-placed affection, his warm friend- 
ship, will create love; his revenge odium, and his 
cruelty abhorrence. Doubts will arise, and inquiry 
must be made, whether the one is more to be ap- 
proved, or the other more to be avoided. Thus are 
we liept for ever on the .watch : If our vigilance be 
for a moment abated, we have passed over some 
leading feature in the character of the hero, or lost 
the recital of some circumstance, by which we 
might determine whether the virtues or the vices 
0( Achilles preponderate. When Ulysses comes for- 
ward, the mind is already prepared, and knows 
what to expect i he is either the vnKvjjiririf 8iof o8o#- 
^tvf, the wise and divine Ulyatea^ or the ^foi; «»«- 
>ayxt»c etuiriv, Ulyttes godlike in voice, — But upon 
the appearance of Achilles^ we are uncertain whe- 
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ther he has broken his resolution of not going out 
to battle, or whether he U meditating the destruc* 
tioa of the Tiojan bulwark. 

The meeting between Achilles and Hector, wfiich 
is terminated by the death of the latter, is replete 
with variety sufficient to arrest the attention of 
every one, and ornament sufficient to please every 
attention it engages. That defiance which each 
hurls at the other, marks the bravery of both; and 
when the latter falls, the prowess of the former is 
confirmed. I'he scene now alters. In his speech 
over the dead body of Hector, Achilles assigns to 
the gods the honour of his victory — «3rii8»i to»8« ow- 
Zpa ^i(M ia/iaffaffQeu «8aixay, &c 

Since now at length the powerful will of Heaven 
The di^ destroyer to our arm has given. 

Pope, ToaU 275. 

Yet this generosity cannot deprecate our abhor* 
rence of the cruelty which follows. Hector is 
dragged at the wheels of his conqueror's chariot — 

Kuoevcoei if^vmto' XKpti S* airav «y xonJiCt ^ 
Kciro irapog X<»f^*** 

" His hair is clotted, and that countenance, here- 
tofore so beautiful, is all polluted in the dust." 

Now lost is an that formidable air; 

The face divine, the long descending hair. 

Purple the ground, and streak the sable sand. 

Pope, xxii/WS. 
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This is done amid the lamentations of the Trojapn, 
and it may be presumed the silent acquiescence of 
the Greelcs. Yet the distress of this scene is still 
to be heightened. Who can bear the appearance 
and Toice of the old king Priam, without heaping 
curses upon the author of his distress ? — Xio-aoyuai 
eiytpoi TWTOv aTiia$»'k09 o§^i^cAO«pyoy, Suc 

I, only I, will iwue froip your walls, 
(Guide or companion, friends, I ask ye none) 
And bow before the murderer of my son. 

Pope, xxii. 531. 

"The remaiBing reasons why the Odyssey is 
equal, (says the Adventurer) if not superior to the 
Iliad, and why more peculiarly proper for the per- 
usal of youth, are because the great vaiiety of 
events and scenes it contains, interest and engage 
the attention more than the Iliad ; because charac- 
ters and images drawn from familiar life are more 
useful to the generality of readers, and are also 
more difficalt to be drawn ; and because the con- 
duct of this poem (considered as the most perfect 
of epopees) is more artful and judicious than that 
of the other/' The first of these remaining reasons, 
namely, that the Odyssey must interest and engage 
the attention more than the Iliad, I fear is a decla- 
ration which will go near to overturn what wais ad- 
vanced in the beginning of the critique, "that un- 
experienced minds, too easily captivated with tfie 
fire and fury of a gallant general, are apt to prefer 
courage to constancy, and firmness to humanity." 
The difficulty of drawing a character is perhap9 no 
^hefe no happily surmounted as in the 2d book of 
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the Iliad, wherein he gives an account of Ther- 
:$ites. 

^oXttOf tr}v, ytuKog I* trtpov iro^a, rw $c at wfxw 
Kuprwf tin o"T>j&Of 0^yo^Mxor«* auTttp u%ep$e 

To; ya/? vaixciecrxa. Tor' oeu Ayoijiiefiiyovi Btift 
0|ea xaxXijyo;; Xay* oaiSia* ry 8' eip* A'^^on^t 
ExflrayXojf xorawTO, UfAiffcrni^tif i^ aw l^yutp. 
AxtroLp fjicotpct 0<HMn, AyoifAtfAvova vuxst fjiv$tp. 

His figure such as might his soul proclaim ; 
One eye was blinking, and one leg was lame. 

Tope, ii« 963. 

This ipay perhaps be called rather a descriptionr 
of his person than a delineation of his character. 
Yet, if with this description we take in the few 
preceding lines, the art of the poet has left us igno- 
rant of nothing which U passing in the mind of 
Thersites. - Providence has been kindly parsimoni- 
ous in the production of such objects, yet they have 
come within- the notice of most people. The con- 
duct of the Odyssey may be moi'e reducible to rule^ 
but the Iliad abounds with the sublimer beauties. 

Whoever is acquainted with the Ajax and Phi- 
loctetes of Sophocles, and the contention between 
Ajax and Ulysses of Ovid, will be convinced that 
Homer's character of Ulysses' is drawn to an excess 
con amore, and that of Achilles with fidelity. On 
the one hand, he will observe the flattering fond- 
ness of the painter; on the other, he will approve 
the inflexible veracity of the historian. 

Monro. 
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No. III. 



Saturday, March 31, 17^7. 

Arcades ambo. Virg, 

Slaves at Athens, who had been guilty of theft, 
were, in order to publish their disgrace and infamy, . 
branded in the forehead with two letters, and were 
thence called yp«/</*«TOi or literati. 

When I acknowledge my obligations to two di- 
stinguished literati, whot*e letters will compose the 
substance of this paper, I caution my classical read- 
ers against supposing that I use the word in its t)ri- 
ginal Athenian sense. 

To the Author of the OOa PoirUa. 

DEAR BftOTHSR, 

London, March, 1787* 

The £raiifiarity with which I address you, will, I 
tliink, be sufficiently justified, when I inform you, 
that I am an author as well as yourself. Oar lines 
of business differ, indeed. Your care seems to be 
in endeavouring to entertain your readers with pro- 
ductions of the lighter cast, while I am engaged in 
I^Ter duties; troublesome, indeed, to myself, but 
of the utmost importance to mankind. Yon must 
know, I am the mouth from which fnany of our 
pastors and instructors deliver their oracles. Iti 
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short, my office is to write sermons for yoang di- 
nnes ; which (such is my zeal for religion) I dis- 
tribute at threepence each, or 2t. 9d, per dozen. 
After, the expenses of printing, &c, are defrayed, 
my gains, as you may suppose, are very small. Yet, 
small as they are, sir, I am satisfied, while my 
conscience, without flattering, tells me I hare de- 
served, if not obtained, a reputation. One of my 
sermons (it was printed in a tj*pe which might be 
mistalcen for hand- writing, price only Is.) procured 
the purchaser of it a lectureship in the Borough : 
to bie sure, the gentleman had a main good voice, 
which he did not possess for nothing. But what is 
the sage without the goose ? . 

Another gentleman, a doctor, who wrote rather 
grave sermons, being much smitten with a young 
lady, who objected to him on account of his gravity, 
applied to me for a sermon suited to his circum- 
stances. I took his case into consideration, and 
provided him with a discourse so lively, that he* 
carried off the lady in triumph in less than three 
weeks. Nobody slept ; the people were very at- 
tentive, and stared a good deal. 

While I was busy in composing this sermon, a 
few evenings ago, for the doctor, three young di- 
vines, my customers, rapped at my door. Com- 
pliments having been on each side paid and re- 
ceived, they were seated. When I Informed them 
of the business I was engaged in, from what reason 
I know not, I found in all of them a promptitude 
to laughter, which was irksome to me; but Bk 
every now and then some observation was made, 
which was the specious cause of their merriment, I 
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was nnwiUing to rappotfe tbcy meant a direct in* 
suit : bat at last, I had too manifeflt a proof oi 
their iuteBtiom to deride me« My candle wanted 
i*miffing t the snaffers were not to be found. I have 
no bell in my room, but am accustomed to summon 
i£ay landlady, who lives under me, by the stamp of 
my foot. I now gave the young rogues occasion to 
banter me. One told me, I reminded him of Pom- 
pey the Great, wlu>ii[fclared before the senate, that 
he conld raise legions by the motion of his foot ; 
but that I was superior, in performing what Pom- 
pey femid he could not. Another dryly congratu-. 
lated me npon the acquisition of a place in the 
stamp-office: the third (who was determined to 
have his fling at me, though what he said had no- 
thing to do with the present business) begged I 
would give him my opinion of South's Sermons ; 
add observed, that he had that morning turned off 
his tailor for having detected him in cabbaging. I 
disdained to make any reply to the grossness of 
their wit, nor did 1 even reproach them with in- 
gratitude. I neither reminded the one of the chc^ 
rity sermon which got him so much applause; nor 
the other, of the funeral sermon which set his con- 
gregation a-roaring : but to me they are obliged for 
most of thdr discourses, and all their reputation; 
To be sure, the slip I made in transcribing South's 
sermon was unlucky. But am I for that to be 
made miserable for ever ? Am I for that to lose 
my reputation ; and must I return to my old trade 
of stay<-making ? Do, good brother, consider the 
dignity of our profession, and put me in a way of 
mitigating the rigour of some of my critical cua- 
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tomerSy and reguning the fiivonra of others, which 
I h«?e loet hf an nnibrtafiate cabbage, or the laqgh* 
ter of ao aodiencey when' it was the Intention of 
the preacher that they shoidcl be grave. Render me 
this piece of sendee, and I will write year fnnerat 
sermon, which yon shall inspect, and, if you please, 
alter before yon die. 

ponnd, together mtfa yon, In the service of the 
public, believe me yours ancerely, 

Habakkuk Cantwell. 

P. S. If any gentleman agrees with me fbr ser* 
mons by the great, I give him my lectnre on deli- 
very for nothing, and for my essay on p«lpit-ora- 
tory charge him only one shilling and sixpence, 
which to common customers is two shillings. I 
exchange his old sermons for new, at half price. 

N. 9. My landlady has requested that I will 
take efery handsome opportunity of informing her 
ndghljfonrs and the public, that she sells cdm- 
plaster, and really very good ; for I have used it. 
No. IS, St . street. Petty I'rance. To prevent 
mistakes, a bine lamp over the' door. Mr. Cant- 
well |8 always at home, except on Sundays, and 
then Is to be spoken with at the Admii-al Rodney, 
Isllngtmi. 

I £n miwilUng to quarrel with the familiarity of 
my brother Cantw^, lest, as he in all probability, 
deals In the proverbs and the nwverht, he should 
remark, that I lay myself open to the application of 
the well-known, '* Two of a trade can never agree.** 
His generosity In making a present of his lecture to 
his customers, reminds me of the lame man, who 

c2 
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criedy " CJomCy buy my gingerbread, and I will 
giye you a dram." It is true he gave his dram, but 
maide you pay sixpence ^or a gingerbread nut : so 
the' famous Dr. Leo cures his patients gratis, and 
only charges half-a-crown for his box of salve. 



To the Author of the Olla Podrida. 

SIR, 

I HEREWITH send .you a short history of myself. I 
did once keep a theme shop iir an university, which 
shall be nameless, where I served undergraduates, 
with exercises of every kind, having men under me 
whom I employed in the different branches of the 
trade. These were not your handicraftsmen, }'Our 
staryeUngs, and your nick-bottoms ; but, as I may 
say, they were eruditi togati homines^ learned men, 
men of the gown. To each I allotted their differ- 
ent departments ; here were your translators, your 
declamation-spinners, and your weavers of Lent- 
epigram. By the labours of these gentry, whom I 
paid by the piece, I got a decent livelihood ; but as 
I thought my talents considerably improved by ha- 
-bitual commerce with books and bookish men, I 
resolved to shake off all encumbrance, and seek a 
place where I might give play to my abilities, and 
obtain a share of reputation as well as a livelinood. 
It is now about a twelvemoth since, that, in con- 
fohnity to . this resolution, I opened a neat and 
convenient shop, not far from the bottom of the 
Haymarket, where I deal out to customers of all 
sorts, whatever they may want in the literary way, 
at the lowest prices. 
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I have by me, in the poetic Hue, every thing that 
can be named, from an acrostic to an epic poem. ) 
have aun-risings and sun-settings for all persons, 
places, and seasons. Not like Mr. Biclc'erstaff*Sy 
confined to this or that condition : bnt I have the 
milk-maid's sun-rise, the cobbler's sun-rise, the po- 
litician's, son-rise, the poet's or common sun-rise, 
with proper suu-sets to match them. I have storms 
for seamen, and storms for landsmen ; not to men* 
tion a few hail storms, squalls. of wind, &c. &c. 
I have similes from Arcadia for pastoral writers ; 
metaphors for people of quality, in Joe Miller's 
true seose of the word, such as you never met-a^ 
fore: and a bundle of tropes unsorted, consisting 
of metouomy, aposiopesis, synecdoche, &c. for epic 
poets and sonneteers. I have a fine soliloquy, sup- 
posed to have been uttered by Nahum Tate upon * 
his death-bed : it is not in a strain of rant, but so 
tender — it would do your heart good to hear how 
my shop-boy does roar when I read it to him. 

In the way of prose, I hare jokes for disbanded 
statesmen, ^egantly-turned compliments suited to 
all occasions, and panegyrics applicable 4o all peo- 
ple, provided they are high in the world ; an essay 
on the baneful effects of intemperance and char- 
coal ; % loose parcel of sentences for mottos; a few 
knowing phrases to be used at races ; with a file of 
conundrums to make the ladies laugh — ^the latter 
are well adapted to the mouth of any gentleman 
who has a remarkable good set of teeth. Of the 
girftver kind, I have two sermons, which smack 
pret^ well of the high church; a two-shilling 
pomphlet upon the rise and fall of the tucker : 
•*-4fas9 is in black letter, and treats of an inventloii 
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of our ancestors, which has been uuhappily lost. I 
have looked in Panciroius, and all the books of that 
sort, andean find no mention of it ; it is, therefore, 
^considerable curiosity. 

I have speeches suited to members of parliament 
in ail trying situations ; whether they are al>out to 
'poDsnlt their constituents through the medium of a 
hogshead of claret, or to descant upon an infringe- 
ment of the game laws : some pithy sarcasms upon 
country members, who have been often ridiciiled, 
but never properly handled ; an essay on matri- 
mony; and an elaborate treatise on the use and 
abuse of the parenthesis in modern composition. 
Who knows, Mr. ■ , but I may be able to 

serve you one of tliese days, when you have been 
idle, or are put to it for a joke ? I say nothing, 
but there is nobody I would sooner oblige. I wiU 
send you some specimens of the different works I 
have mentioned ; and shall hope, at least, to meet 
with your approbation, if not your custom. 
I am, Siir> yours, &c. 

polumathss. 

Monro. 
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No. IV. 
Saturday, April 7, 1787. 

Deferar in vicum vendentem thus et odores, 
£t piper, et quidquid chartis amicitur incptis. 

Horace. 

Perhaps in the lame open basket laid, 
Down to the street together be convcy'd } 
Where x)epper, odours, frankincense are sold, 
And all small wares in wretched rhymes unroird. 

Francis* 

It is melancholy to reflect on the unhappy circuro- 
stances which have frequently attended the deaths 
of authors. If we turn over the pages of literary 
history, we shall find, that although many have en- 
joyed the gratification of hearing their own praises, 
and some have even basked in the sunshine of opu^ 
lent patronage, yet their deaths have been often 
obscure, and sometimes disastrous. Cicero fell a 
victim to party-rage; Sidney expired in the field of 
battle ; Crichton fell by assassination ; and Otway 
perished by femine. 

The fate of boolcs is oftentimes similar to that of 
authors. The flattery of dedications, and the tes* 
timony of friends, are frequently interposed in vain 
to force them into popularity and applause. It is 
not the fashion of the present day to indulge the 
hangman with the amusement of committing books 
to the flames ; yet they are in many instances con- 
demned to a more inglorious destiny. The grocer^ 
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the chemist, and the tallow-chandler, with *^ ruth- 
less and unhallowed hands," tear whole libraries in 
pieces, and feel as little compunction on the occa- 
sion, as the Thracian ladies did when they dis- 
membered Orpheus. The leaves are distributed 
among their customers with sundry articles of 
trade that have little connection with classical frag- 
ments, whilst the tradesman, like the Sibyl, cares 
not a forthing what becomes of them. 

Nunquam deinde cavo volitantia prendere 8axo« 
Ncc revocare situs, aut jungere carmina curat. 

FirgiL 

I was led into this train of thought by receiving 
a pound of sugar from my neighbour Tim Tear- 
title, the grocer, wrapped up in a sheet of letter 
press. Tim deals so largely in books, that he has 
many more than are sufficient for his own use, with 
which he very bountifully obliges the literati in fo- 
reign parts. I remember, just before the American 
war broke out, my curiosity was excited to know 
what a large hogshead, which stood at his door, 
contained. I found, on close examination, that it 
was filled with old pamphlets, most of them on 
subjects of liberty, nonconformity, and whiggism, 
which 11m was going to ship off for a Yankee 
Hhop-keeper in New-England. Whatever sage poli- 
tidans may have said to the contrary, it is not at 
all to be doubted, that the importation of this cargo 
spread the wild-fire of rebeUion among the Bos- 
tonians, and was the sole cause of the late blo6dy 
and expensive war. Although my neighbour Tim 
is DO scholar by profession, yet it is astonishing 
what » progress he has made in books : he hai^ 
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fiuished a complete set of the General Ck)unciU, 
aod is DOW hard at work upon the Ante-Niceoe 
Fathers, whom he cuts up with greater expedition 
than Dr. Priestley himself. Perhaps more logic 
and metaphysics have passed through his hands 
than lord Monboddo ever saw. He would have 
been a long time in dispatching a set of French 
Reviews, had he not begun upon them, when the 
price of coffee was reduced. The other day some 
young sparks, who belong to a celebrated academy, 
where every thing is taught, brought him a-parcel 
of Latin classics. He tore off the covers with as 
much sang-froid as a nymph of Billingsgate strips 
an oyster of its shell, and bought Horace and Vir- 
gil for three-half|>ence per pound. He observed, 
with a sapient look, ** That as for your Virgllii's 
translation into Latin, I reckon it no better than 
waste paper; but if it had been Mr. Dryden^s His- 
tory of the Trojan Horse, I would have kept it for 
my own reading." 

I have been told by learned men, that it is a 
question much debated in the universities, whether 
the place ought to agree with the thing placed^ 
Now after all that serious meditation which so 
abstruse a point requires, I am determined to de- 
cide in the affiimative. For who. cannot see the 
propriety, or rather (as Parson Square would say) 
the fitness of things, in wrapping up a cheesecake 
in a pastoral, sugar candy in a dedication, and.gun- 
powder in a sermon on the 5th of November ? 

There ne\'er was a time when learning forced 
itself so much into notice as it does at present. 
You can no more walk a hundred yards in any 
street, or go into any house, without seeing some 
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display of it, than yon can turn a comer in London 
wiUiont seeing a beggar, or hear a sailor talk with- 
out swearing. A man of fashion keeps up his ac- 
quaintance with his alphal)et, by playing at the 
noble game of te-totum, or risking his fortune at an 
E O table. ' Book-stalls furnish history ; the wall^ 
of houses poetry ; hand-bills medicine ; fire-screens 
geography;- and clocks morality. These are the 
channels which convey to the porter the knowledge 
of the constitution, to the apprentice the art of 
rhyming, to members of parliament an acquaint- 
ance with our India settlements, and to the hkt 
alderman wise sayings. 

For my own part, I am not satisfied with such 
vulgar means of growing learned, but love to follow 
literature into her more secret recesses. Fortu- 
nately, chance has furnished me with the means of 
doing this, without being driven to the immense 
bore of poring over books, which would only pro- 
duce the effects of a dose of opium. I have a trunk, 
which, like the dagger of Hndibras, may be ap- 
plied to more purposes than one. It is lined with 
several sheets of the Royal Register, and of course 
contidns much edifying information. During my 
travels, I watch my. trunk with the same fond 
anxiety which Sancho used to fed for his beloved 
Dapple. On my arrival at an inn, after having 
studied the most curious manuscript in the house, 
the b|ll of fare, I unlock my magazine of linen and 
learning, and feast upon delicious scraps of charac- 
ters,* until more substantial food is set upon the 
table. When I travel in company, my associates 
complain of my taking an unreasonable thne to 
equip myself. They are not aware, that frequently. 
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whilst they think I am flactnating between boots and 
shoes, I am conjecturing /what the initial letterfi 
of my fragment stand for, and that, instead of 
changing my linen, I am shifting from tlie duke of 
Marlborough to lord Chatham. 

To those who wish not to forget all that their 
school-masters tanght them, this sort of light read- 
ing ia to be recommended. It woald be no bad 
plan if all genteel people wonld furnish their trunles, 
portmanteaus, caravans, and band-boxes, vnth the 
beaoties of some author that suits their taste. If 
the beau monde should be afraid of injuring their 
eyes by these studies, Mademoiselle Abigail, or 
Monsieur Valet de Chambre, had better be deputed 
to read ^rtniA-lectures to them. Hoyle on Whist 
will answer extremely well for old ladies; Tom 
Jones or Joseph Andrews for boarding-school 
misses ; Ectou's Thesaurus, or the Art of Shooting 
Flying, for parsons ; Paterson's Book of Roads for 
lawyers on the circuit; and Phillidore on Chess 
for the gentlemen of the army. 

Pedants may object, that if the above plan should 
become general, the works of the learned will be 
no longer treasSured up in the libraries of the great. 
But let them not be alarmed ; for they may be cer- 
t^n, that whilst books are considered by a retined 
age as a spedes of ornamental furniture, and sup* 
I^y the place of the elastics in wood, they will not 
be diiven from their present posts. There is, it 
must be confessed, great reason to be alarmed at 
the destruction which threatens some branches of 
literature. Iminmerable enemies are constantly on 
the watch, to annihilate insipid novels, scurrilooa 
satires^ partf pamphlets, and indecent songs. If 
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they chance to attract the public eye for a week or 
two, they cannot escape that destiny wlbich their 
authors were too much dazzled with their own 
charming productions to foresee. As weeds by 
their decay fertilize the soil from which they sprung, 
so these flimsy and noxious publications do great 
service to society, by lighting a pipei embracing 
a tallow-candle, or forming the basis of a minced- 
pie. 

Q. 
Kbtt. 



No. V. 
Saturday, April 14, 1787. 



Gr» Proo* 



'fiiBRB is no species of science whose utility is 
more generally allowed than that which is called 
knowledge of the world, the safeguard of the pru- 
dent, the manual of the cunning, and sometimes 
the instrument of virtue. It has been often re- 
marked, that men of acknowledged abilities and 
great literary merits, have been in general found 
more deficient in this kind of knovdedge than Um^ 
illiterate and the vulgar. Some have ranked this 
acqiusition so low, as to have supposed it unworthy, 
such men's attention ; others have, perhaps, erio* 
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neously conjectured, that it was too high for their 
attainment ; and others- again, with more ihadow 
of reason, have at<cribed their want of it to the Im- 
perfection of human nature. 

Since the excellence and superiority of this at- 
tainment is acknowledged by all, it is not to be won- 
dered at, if the acquisition of it engages the atten- 
tion and pursuit of all. 

It may not be improper to ascert^n, as near as 
possible, the meaning of the term knowledge of the 
uforldf which with every different class of men has 
a different acceptation. With some people it means, 
what has been called a knavish form of understand- 
ing, abounding in tricks of low cunning, and preg^ 
uant with stratagems, by which a person advances 
his own interest, without regard to the ruin of the 
unwary or the contempt of the upright. The man 
of trade, whom his own arts or his own industry 
have enriched, is sufficiently convinced, that to his 
knowledge of the world he is indebted for his pre- 
sent exemption from business, for the enjoyment of 
his viUa, and the envy of his neighl>ourhood. In 
his great veneration for this kind of knowledge, he 
forgets that the same arts which expedite the acqui- 
sition of wealth, frequently supply temptations to 
impair honesty. 

Some arrive at this knowledge, by living with an 
opera-singer at Paris, bringing home the name of 
a noted Italian ballet-master, or wearying out the 
attention of their yawning friends with indefinite 
and unsatisfactory accounts of the Escurial. To 
Some a more easy path toward the acquiring know- 
ledge is open: they may learn, without leaving 
London, with what ease the ace of spaides will 
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convey an estate from one houcmrable fiiuily to 
aootber; of how little momeiit it Ls, when com* 
Mred with a rational amasement of a aerioos game 
of whist, whether a wife be made unhappy, or a 
family mined. 

Some, who are not fond of parting with their 
money \fithont any gratification, have been pmdent 
enough to stipulate for spoit in exchange ; wdi sa- 
tisfied tliey repair to that repository of the arts and 
sdences, Newmarl^et, and are handsomely recom* 
pensed by a good gallop for tlie loss of their whoU 
fortune. 

It is knowledge of the world which directs the 
cheesemonger'^ wife in her choice of a gown, and 
the putting up of her pickles ; it determines whe- 
ther her cap shall be like Mrs. Cheshire's or Mr& 
Tape's ; whether her Sunday's ride shall convey her 
to the Angel at Higbgate, or to the Pack-horse at 
Tnmbam-green. Knowledge of the world per- 
suades the spendthrift, that in expense alone.con- 
sists the scavair mvre; and teaches the usurer to 
withhold his loan till the premium is doubled. 
The Increase of this knowledge begets that com- 
fortable contempt whlcli each class entertuns for 
the other ; it supports the man of substance- ia 
his condemnation of poverty, and instructs the man 
of pleasure to despise the sons of mechanism and 
tallow. 

It is knowledge of the world by which the man 
of fashion acquires a readiness in the different 
forms of salutation ; the proper reserve with which 
be treats an inferior; and the skilful adulation 
with which he approaches the fool greater than 
himself. 
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To his knowledge of the world the deiical soli- 
citor is obliged, while he evades the peiattles in* 
carred by simoniacal contracts, flies from the ▼igl^ 
lance of episcopal inquiry, and is mean enough to 
shear the flock which he is too proud to feed. 

The sceptic In religion discovers his knowledge 
of the world by asserting a natural right to think 
for Mmself ; by searching^ with eager inquiry, af- 
ter what must be for eyer before his eyes; and 
doabdng the truth of that which natnra insists 
upon" through all her works." 

It iSy forsooth, an accurate knowledge of the 
world which prompts the atheist to inform his 
hearers that the duties of religion are impositions 
Upon the weak and credulous, the contrivances of 
ambition, the clogs and impediments to the pro- 
gress of real merit. 

It is this salutary knowledge of the world which 
assists the libertine in his career, and gives vigour 
to the arm of the suicide. 

This boasted wisdom then, by which the trades- 
man acqirires wealth, the minion of fashion .the 
notice of his peers, the sceptic reputation, and th^ 
Kbertine encouragement, is too high for the attain^ 
ment only of men of abilities, sdienoe, and litera- 
ture ! This is surely a position to which no logical 
ftllacy can give the appearance of truth. Is it pro- 
bable, that the same man, who can successfully 
combat the insidious arguments of schismatic theow 
legists, should become the dupe of a low-minded 
and designing mechanic? Or shall he, who can 
with accuracy examine the claims of the impostor 
Mahomet, bow down before the superior wisdom 
of a tricking pedler? 
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It U from an honest benevolence of heart, the 
pecnliar concomitant of an enlightened mind, 
vrfaich neglects to fortify itself against attacks it 
has never provoked, and disdains to suspect the 
injury it has never felt, that men of superior talents 
frequently fall into the snares of these sagacious 
tons of pmdence. 

It is not to be wondered at, that they iirhoae at* 
teotion has been diverted from the concerns of the 
world to ol^ects of a higher nature, should per- 
form those offices which are necessary to society 
with less skill than others, whose lives have lieen 
cooBumed in the constant intercourse with mankind, 
and the noise and bustle of business. In the per- 
formance of these offices, the frequent superiority 
of ignorance over learning is evident and confessed. 
The former oftentimes effects with ease, what the 
latter in vain attempts with awkwardness and 
timidity; awkwardness, arising from a bashful 
mind, and timidity ^m the consciousness of its 
own defects. 

Yet let those who excel in worldly wisdom bear 
their triumph with moderation, when they are re- 
minded, that wealth, which only gradfies the ava* 
rice of its possessor, without being the instrument 
of his benevolence, is neither honourable nor orna- 
mental ; and that power, for which ambition pants, 
only shows itself illustrious, when it is exerted to 
suppress injustice, and to protect innocence. 

Monro. 
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No. VI. 
Saturday, April 21, 1787. 

Credula tnrba sumiu. 

Thb character of the late king of Pmssia, together 
"with the reflidence of Dr. Katterfdto, and other 
heroes of that country in England, have contrihnted 
to raise in the minds of many of our countrymen a 
very high and splendid idea of that nation of philo- 
sophers, warriors, .and physicians. 

I was passing, not long ago, through Holhorn 
with a friend, whom I had all my life mistaken for 
a man of sense, when a printed hill of Dr. Katter* 
felto's was put into our hands, and soon after the 
doctor himself, in a shabby kind of chariot, whiske4 
hy us. '* Is that," exclaimed my friend, ** an 
equipage suitable to the character and condition of 
a brother to a colonel in the king of Prussia's life- 
guards ? Ought he to he reduced to the iieoes« 
sity every day of reminding the public of his situ* 
ation, his dignity, and his quality? Is it not 
scandalous, that he who has done such signal ser* 
vices to all the princes and potentates of Europe, 
should be suffered in this humiliating manner to 
supplicate the attendance of gentlemen' and ladles 
upon his exhibition at only one shilling each? 
CSh, Mr. • * •, 1 am sorry to say it, we are an en- 
vious nation, and willing only to favour those whom 
we despise. The French send over their Vestris, 
their dkn(un£f-<logs, and wheedle us out of our mo- 
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neff and then skip off with it ; the Italians^ — b$\ 
we will not tallc of them, for I shall be in a pas- 
sion — ^while this honest Dr. Katterfelto can witk 
difficnlty obtain a livelihood. There is Dr. Leo 
again, who has performed such and so many ex- 
traordinary cures in most of the king of Prussia*! 
camps, to say nothing of his table in Co?ent. 
ganlen, where I myself have felt the salutary efibcti 
of his advice. I am really ashamed, sir, snppoie 
these gentlemen should ever go back, as they hnt 
often threatened, to their own country, what molt 
becooe of our national reputation ? The wonder- 
fol doctor would take away his cats with him, and 
the tall regiment would laugh at ns." 

My friend was so serious in his harangue, that I 
would not hazard offending him by ridicule ; b«t I 
could not help hinting my doubts as to the tmth 
of the assertions, which these gentry are very apt 
to make. 

Upon my letum home, I immediately dispatched 
a messenger to the shop of my ingenious aiid vahi- 
able friend and correspondent Mr. Polomathes, re- 
qneattog that he would send me by the bearer a 
ahort essay on that benevolent credulity, by whkii 
onr friend John Bjoll is so distinguished, and so 
deceived ; with which I purposed to conclude this 
jwper. My messenger brought back the foUowiai 
answer, replete with that candour and good sense 
lor which Mr. P. is so justly celebrated. 

Friday moniinc. 
DBAR SIR, 

l^B commission yon have been ao kind as to &• 
vonr me with, highly Matters me. It raiaet ai^ 
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idea of your discernment, and my own abilities : 
but the reason why I cannot execute it so faithfully 
as I could vmh, is briefly as follows. Some time 
ago, it was, I know not by what enemies to the 
state, industriously strewed in the common ear, 
and was believed by the herd, that the lake of 
Geneva was filled with gin. Now this I knew to 
be a vulgar error, and to prevent its evil coose- 
qoenqes by migration, and to put a little money 
in my own pocket, X gave the world a pamphlet on 
the subject. Herein I sufficiently pointed out to 
my honest countrymen those inconveniences, into 
which they were too easily led by their credulity. 
I allured them the report was a false one ; and, 
moreover, that they might get as good g^ at the 
Two Brewers, or the White Horse Cellar, as Ge- 
neva coald produce. You will not be surprised 
if I add, that in this pamphlet I exhausted on the 
satleet all the rhetoric I had in my shop ; and in- 
deed left myself so bare of argument, that I had 
not enongh by me to answer a trifling squib which 
was written In ridicule of my work. 

Becdve my thanks for the honour you have done 
me, and lielieve me on this, and all other occasions, 
yoor (Bcrvant at command, 

Michael Polumatbes. 

Snch being the ans^r of my friend Mr. Michad 
Polumathes, my intention of giving to the world a 
treatise upon so interesting a subject is frustrated; 
and I have room left to recommend to their no- 
tice the letters of two other correspondents. 

VOL. I. D 
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To the Author of the Olla Podrida. 

DEAR SIR, 

I SHOULD be very mnch obliged to you or any per- 
son who would define to me the meaning of a very 
common phrase, *• He's a dry fellow." It is a 
mode of expression which all people use, and many, 
I dare say, understand : I own, I do not. As I 
was coming out of Whitehall, a few Sundays ago, I 
met a friend at the door, who asked me what the 
doctor had been preaching about : I told him, as 
near as I could guess, about twenty-five minutes. 
He immediately put me down, as he said, for a dry 
fellow. It was in vain that I assured him I was 
not dry : he insisted upon it I was, and he should 
reckon me so as long as I lived. I was some time 
after relating to him what I thought a bon-mot of 
a man, who, being advised to enlarge his house,' 
because (as his adviser observed) he had not fbdm' 
to swing a cat, simply replied, " I don't wanf id 
swing a cat." He heard my story, and then affirmed, 
that I had a set of the dryest acquaintance of any 
man he knew. I repeatedly endeavoured to bring 
him to an explanation, but to no purpose: all I 
could get from him was, " a cursed dry fellow — a 
dry dog indeed." Now if this phrase has no mean- 
ing, it should be abolished : if it has aiiy, I should 
take it as a great favour if it might be no longer 
concealed from the vulgar ; of which I confess my- 
self one. 

Jerry Simple. 
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To the Author of the OUa Podrida, 

Sir, 
Sauntering aloDg the road the other day, I came 
to a small inn, where all was bastle and confusion 
by the arrival of some great family, with their nu- 
merous retinue ; but what claimed most attention 
was the accident of a favourite dog, who was trod 
on by one of the horses turning short ; whether it 
was by chance, or whether it again proved that a 
favourite has no friends, was not for me to decide : 
a glass of brandy was called for : a common gill, 
enough to warm a poor man in a cold morning, wa^ 
reacted, as insufScient; and nothing would do but 
a tumbler full, to bathe Pero's foot in : it was af- 
terwards nibbed with friar's balsam, bound up with 
rags, and committed to the care of Mrs. Betty, to 
travel in the coach with her. I admire compas- 
sion wherever I see it exerted through the wide 
sphere of sensitive life ; but our refinement may be 
carried too far, and that sympathizing attention 
wffich humanity demands, be squandered on the 
bmte creation. I knew an old maiden lady, whose 
tears could tenderly flow at the relation of the suf- 
ferings of a cat, but who did not exhibit any active 
benevolence at the call of the wants of her poor or 
suffering neighbours. Yet she could readily excuse 
herself by unremitting attention to her favourite 
anim^. Let them be provided for according to 
their condition ; yet we must remember that there 
are duties of humanity belonging to a higher class; 
and we shall find but small excuse in the judgment 
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of enlightened reason, if we urge onr regard to in- 
ferior obligations, while those of a superior kind 
are neglected. 

I am, yours, &c. 

Viator. 

Monro, except the last Letter by Agutter. 



No. VII. 

Saturday, April 28, 1787. 

Serrati lemper lege et ratione loquendi. 

Juvenal* 

Tfie different writers, who have obliged the world 
with memoirs of Dr. Johnson, all agree to inforw 
ns, that he esteemed conversation to be the com- 
fort of life. He himself, indeed, in an Idler, has 
not scrupled to compare it to a bowl of that liquor, 
which, under the direction of Mr. Brydose, so de- 
servedly engaged the attention of the Sicilian 
clergy ; and in the composition of which, while the 
■pirii is duly tempered by water, and the add tuf- 
tklmtly corrected by sugar, the ingredients won- 
derfully conspire to form the most delidovs beve- 
rage known among mortals. 

B«t whether it be that the lequisltes for pro- 
dttdug oonversatiofi, like those for making pondi, 
RR «ot always to be had, «r are mrt good In thek 
Uifiy or .noi properly mSiKd, certain k is that In 
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the former case, as io the latter, the operation does 
not at all times succeed to the satisf^tion. of the 
company; nothing being more common than to 
hear persons complaining, that after numy hours 
passed in this way, they have fonnd neither im- 
provenient nor entertainment. 

Without study or method, I shall s^t down such 
thoughts as may occur to my mind, on this most 
interesting subject. 

That conversation may answer the ends for which 
it was designed, the parties, who are to join in it, 
must come together with a determined resolution 
to please and to be pleased. If a man feels that 
an east wind has rendered him dull and sulky, he 
should by all means stay at home till the wind 
changes, and not be troublesome to his friends; 
for dulness is infectious, and one sour face will 
mike many, as one cheerful countenance is soon 
productive of others. If two gentlemen desire to 
quarrel, St should not be done in a company met to 
enjoy the pleasures of conversation. Let a stage 
be erected for the purpose, in a proper place, to 
which the jurisdiction of the Middlesex magistrates 
doth not reach. There let Martin and Mendoza 
mount, accompanied by Ben and Johnson, and at- 
tended by the amateurs, who delight to behold 
blows neatly laid in, ribs and jaw-bones elegantly 
broken, and eyes sealed up with delicacy and ad- 
dress. It is obvious, for these reasons, that he, 
who is about to form a conversation party, should 
be careftU to invite men of congenial minds, and of 
similar ideas respecting the entertainment of which 
they are to partake, and to which they must con- 
tribute. 
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With gloomy persons, gloomy topics likewise 
shonld be (as indeed they will be) excluded, such 
as ill health, bad weather, bad news, or fore- 
bodings of snch, &c. &c. To preserve the temper 
calm and pleasant, it is of unspeakable importance, 
that we always accustom ourselves through life to 
make the best of things, to view them on their 
bright side, and. so represent them to othei*s, for 
our mutual comfort and encouragement. Few things 
(especially if, as Christians, we take the other 
world into the account) but have a bright side: 
diligence and practice will easily find it. Perhaps 
there is no circumstance better calculated than 
this, to render conversation equally pleasing and 
profitable. 

In the conduct of it, be not eager to interrupt 
others, or uneasy at being yourself interrupted; 
since you speak either to amuse or instruct the 
company, or to receive those benefits from it. Give 
all, therefore, leave to speak in turn. Hear with 
patience, and answer with precision. Inatteutum 
is ill manners : it shows contempt ; and cootenipt 
is never forgiven. 

Trouble not the company with your own private 
concerns, as you do not love to be troubled with 
those of others. Yours are as little to them as 
theirs are to you. You will need no other rule 
wherdiy to judge of this matter. 

Contrive, but with dexterity and propriety, that 
each person may have an opportunity of disooaruDg 
on the subject with which he is best acqw^itfed. 
He will be pleased, and you will be informed. By 
obaoring this mle, every ose has it in his power to 
assist in rendering conversation Agreeable ^ sinoe^ 
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though he may not choose, or be qualified to say 
much himself, he can propose questions to those 
who are able to answer them. 

AFoid stories, unless short, pointed, and quite 
a-propos. *' He who deals in them," says Swift, 
*' must either have a very large stock, or a good 
memory, or must often change his company." 
Some have a set of them strung together like 
onions : they take possession of the conversation^ 
by an early introduction of one; and then you 
must have the whole rope, and there is an end 
of every thing else, perhaps, for that meeting, 
though you may have heard all twenty times 
before. 

T^k often, but not long. The talent of haran* 
guing in private company is insupportable. Sena- 
tors and barristers are apt to be guilty of this fault ; 
and members, who never harangue in the house, 
win often do it out of the house : if the majority of 
the company be naturally silent, or cautious, the 
conversation will flag, unless it be often renewed by 
one among them, who can start new subjects. 
Forbear, however, if possible, to broach a second, 
before the first is out, lest your stock should not 
last, and you should be obliged to come back to 
the old barrel. There are those who will repeat- 
edly cross upon, and break into the conversation, 
with a fresh topic, till they have touched upon all, 
and exhausted none. Economy here is necessary 
for most people. 

Laugh not at your own wit and humour : leave 
that to the company. 

When the conversatioiv is flowing in a serious 
ttnd n«eftil channely never interrupt it by an Ul*> 
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timed jest. The stream is scattered, and cannot 
%e again collected* 

Discourse not in a whisper^ or half voice, to your 
next neighbour : It is ill breeding, and in some de- 
gree a fraod ; conTersation. stock being, as one has 
well observed, a joint and common property. 

In reflections on absent people, go no farther ^am 
you wottld go if they were present. ** I resolve,** 
•ays bishop Bevetidge; ^ never to speak of a man's 
virtues before his face, nor of his faults behind his 
bade t" a golden rule ! the observation of which, 
would, at one stroke, banish flattery and defiuna- 
tlon from the earth. 

Conversation is effected by circumstances, which, 
at first sight, may appear trifling, but really are not 
so. 8ome, who continue domb while seated, be- 
come at once loquacious when they are (as the se- 
natorial phrase is) upon their kgs : others, whose 
powers languish in a dose room, recover them- 
selves on putting their heads into fresh air, as a 
ihrovetide cock does when his head is put into 
fresh earth : a turn or two in the garden makes 
them good company. There is a magic sometimes 
in a large drde, which fascinates those who com- 
pose It into silence ; and nothing can be done, or, 
rather, nothing can be said, till the introduction of 
a card-table breaks up the spell, and rdeases the 
wdlaat knights and fair damsels from captivity. A 
table Indeed, of any kind, considered as a centre of 
union, is of eminent service to conversation at all 
tiaws; and nevier do we more sensibly feel the 
truth of that old philosophical axiom, that nature 
** tUiort a vacuum," than upon iu removal* I have 
been told, that even In the btne-ttodciag lodety^ 



OLLA PODRIDA. 57 

formed solely for the purpose o( conversatioo, it 
was found, after repeated trials,, impossible to get 
OD, without one card-table. lu that same . vene- 
rable society, when the company is too widely ex- 
tended .to engage in the same couTersation, a cus- 
tom is said to prevail — and a very excellent one it is^- 
that every gentleman, upon his entrance, selects his 
partner, as he would do at a ball; and when the 
conversation-dance is gone down, the company 
change partners, and begin afresh. Whether these 
things be so or. not, most certain it is, that the lady 
or the gentleman deserves well of the society, who 
can devise any method, whereby so ^valuable an 
amusement can be heightened and improved. Z. 

Bishop Horne. 



No. VIII. 
Saturday, May 5, 1787. 

Cui dicBS saepe videto. 

There are many persons in the world, whose wit and 
whose judgment, like two parallel lines, nevermeet ; 
who are still neither deficient in wit, nor destitute 
of judgment. An improper use of the former, or a 
temporary absence of the latter, usually renders 
both ineffectual. 

To what purpose is judgment employed in 
making proper observations, and forming proper 

d2 
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Opinions ; or wit called forth to illustrate those ob- 
servations, or display those opinions in all the or* 
nament of weli-tnmed language or elegant alln- 
sion, if they are, perchance, exhibited before an 
audience, prejudiced against the speaker, unwilHug 
to attend to him, or incapable of understanding 
him ? In such a case, the judgment must have been 
lulled to sleep, and the wit thrown away. 

To my reflections upon this subject, I was led by 
a circumstance which not long ago happened to 
myself. An ingenious friend, with whom I was 
conversing, addressed to me some strictures upon a 
periodioQ publication, which, he observed, was 
then carrying on in Oxford, called the " Olki Po- 
di'ida.'* After expatiating for some time in gene- 
ral terms, upon the small probability of success 
attendant on such a plan, owing to the political 
distraction of the nation, the exhausted state of 
materials necessary for such a worlc, and, in short, 
the general decay of readers and writers ; he de- 
scended to be more particular in his criticisms ; he 
could not help observing, that the characteristic of 
the first 'numl>er wad an affectation of modesty, and 
of the second an affectation of learning. ** Why 
else," added he, ** was not the full translation of 
each passage in Homer admitted from Mr. Pope ?" 
He then concluded his critique with some happy 
sarcasms upon Monsieur I'Auteur, at which he 
laughed violently, and I accompanied him as well 
as I could. I avoided entering into a minute de- 
fence of the gentleman, at whose expense we had 
been so agreeably entertained, lest 1 should discover 
myself to be too much interested in his behalf; but 
vms content to observe, that it might be more £ffl- 
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cult to Jirrite an introductory paper than we were 
aware or, and, with regard to the admi88ioii.of Mr. 
Pope's translation of each passage^ that the paper 
appeared so full, as necessarily to exclude either 
that or the original. 

*' Besides," added he, (recovering himself (torn 
the convulsion of merriment into which bis own 
friendly ideas had betrayed him) '^ upon inch a 
sul^ect as the Iliad or Odyssey, who cares what the 
Adventurer has said, or what the 011a Podrida has 
to say ? Every body knows that each is a model of 
different excellence, that the former is the work of 
genius in the full and vigorous exertions of all its 
powers, and the latter bears erident marks of tlie 
poet's having arrived at a maturity of judgment, 
though, at the same time, he discovers the decay of 
age." I acquiesced more with silence than satis- 
faction in what I heard my friend advance. Had 
he known me for the author, while his conscien- 
tious adherence to truth might have extorted the 
same opinions from him, he would have been pre- 
vented from triumphing in the insolence of wit. 
This tribute he would have paid to delicacy 
When he reads the eighth number of the 011a Po» 
drida, he will probably agree in opinion with me, 
that those thoughts have been conceived in an uu- 
lucky moment which are expressed in an improper 
one. He will, likewise, be reminded, that people 
are inclined to entertain little opinion of that 
judgment which controverts their own sentiment!*, 
and little relish for that wit by which themselves 
become ridiculous. 

I shall solace myself with the assurance Mr. Ad- 
dison hat given us, ** That there is, and ever will 
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be, justice enough in the world, to afford patronage 
and protection for those who endeavour to advance 
trath and virtue, without any regai'd to the pas- 
sions and prejudices of any particular cause and 
faction.* " 

But lest I should seem to dwell too long upon 
a su1)fect neither interesting nor entertaining to my 
readers, I shall subjoin the following letter : 



To the Cook of the Olla Podrida, 
Xanthe, retro propera. Ovid, 

Mr. Taratalla, or whatever your name fo. 

There is at present, in this little island of Great 
Britain, so much hurry, bustle, and confusion, that 
nothing is in its proper place. O* Kelly has been 
taken in, the Bath butcher has been beaten, and.no 
progress is made' toward finding out the longitude. 
We are in the same state in which Rome was during 
the Catilinarian conspiracy; no man knows upon 
whom he may depend ; honest men are afraid of 
each other ; and thieves are betrayed by their asso- 
ciates. The honourable fraternity of Black-legs 
cannot follow their calling, because the manage- 
ment of the fara-table is iu the hands of nobility : 
the women of fashion are at my lord mayor's din- 
ner ; royalty is gone to a Bamet boxing-match ; 
and the parson of the parish lives an hundred 
miles from his flock, because his preferment is a 
sinecure. 

• Spectator, No. 415. 
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Not three days ago, I met my shoemaker airing 
himself and his household, between Hampstead 
and Kentish-town, in a job coach, all dust, and 
sweat, and belly. The gentility of this notable 
tradesman's equipage induced me to make some 
inquii7 into the state of his business and circum- 
stances. He was candid enough to inform me (for 
that was his phrase, "I will candidly inform ftn/*) 
that constant attention for years to his shop had 
enabled him to go thus sl pleasureing every Saturday : 
and, thank God, he had been able to educate his fa- 
mily genteelly ; two daughters were then at the board- 
ing school at Old Brentford, and two sous at the 
Latin college at Knightsbridge. This honourable 
shoemaker's trade, being left to his journeymen, 
is, like the parson's, a sinecure : and he would 
willingly, no doubt, take the hopes of his family 
from the college, if he could be so fortunate as to 
procure him a sinecure place in the Customs ; nor 
would it be improper, or unentertaining, to see 
Mrs. Last accommodated with the rangership of 
some forest ; a genteel sinecure, like religion, cha- 
rity, matrimony, honesty, and benevolence, which 
are become all, all sinecures ! 

Mr. Last and his family are neither particular 
in the end they have in view, nor in the means tjiey 
use to acquire that end. Yet, let them remember, 
that though the trouble of their shop may be car- 
ried on by proxy, and their business by those means 
become a sinecure, they will find ruin not to be the 
sinecure they willingly aim at, and that they can- 
not die by proxy ; the former of which must as in- 
evitably be the portion of the tradesman above his 
buiiness^ as the latter must of all mankind. 
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The prevalent fashion seems to be, for every 
to shine conspicooiisly, where no one expects to 
him. If this total derangement of the order 
things continnes to spread through all ranks 
people, we shall, perhaps, see the spirit of 
Chevalier D'Eou, or the bruiser Ben, diffi 
among onr fair countrywomen, or the bench 
bishops huzzaing a ham»strung ox from Crip 
gate to Fleet-marlcet. 

If you call at your coachmaker's in a mom) 
he is trying a pair of horses for his own chariot 
in an evening, you cannot see him, for he is at 
opera *. your hair-dresser I'efuses to shave yon, 
he is aploco cotmitty and not a barber : the bat 
sends his boy to do it, obliged himself to atl 
one of the company's dinners. A waiter will 
buckle on your spurs, because it is the office of 
Boots, who calls his deputy; and your gentlemi 
gentleman, instead of pimping for his master, vk 
triguing for himself. If we go on at this r 
who the devil is to do the business of the woi 
Who will cry the peas and beans about the str 
this spring ? Who will sell oranges at the Abb 
Who will sweep the stage, snuff the candles, 4 
the scenes, make thunder and lightning, play Sci 
or dance a hornpipe ? All which things are so 
cessary to the welfare of mankind, that witl 
them, life is a joke, and this world a vale of tea: 

Ten years hence, I shall not be surprised to 
this nation so thoroughly possessed by the res 
tion to. be all gentlemen, that house4>reaker8 
be pardoned at the gallows, upon condition of t 
submitting to become pedlers, brewers, con* 
ancers, or lord chief justices, for the rest of t 
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lives: while the man who is to be traDsported, 
may, perhaps, be tempted to exchange his infamy 
for the drudgery of a foreign bisliopric. Ma^y au 
Industrious handicraftsman, who has been con- 
demned to the floating academy at Woolwich for 
life, will be dismissed, on pain of sitting nine years 
at the helm of Great Britain, giving proper security 
for his good behaviour. NorxWill the place of 
master of the ceremonies at court be unprofitably 
tilled by some well-bred lawyer from the pillory. 

Of trade and profession we shall be thus radically 
cared. No man can then call another apothecary ! 
uo common-council-man's heart will burst with 
spleen at the grandeur of a lord mayor's show : no 
whie*merchant need be at the trouble of commit- 
ting adultery with a cargo from Portugal : no epi- 
taph writers will be constrained to pnn on the 
death of the cobbler : no tailor will be troubled to 
turn the author's breeches. Veniet felicms tsvum, 
** the happier day will come," when we shall be alt 
on a level ; every man his own coachman, his own 
tobacconist, his own gentleman, his own man-mid- 
wife, andy as I know who would say, his own wash- 
er-woman. 

I am, Mr. Taratalla, yours, &c. 

Snub. 

Mointo. 
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No. IX. 

Saturday, May 12, 1787. 
Mane salutantCiin totis vomit sdibiui undam* — FirgiL 

Among the grievances of modern days, much com- 
plained of, bat with little hope of redress, is the 
matter of receiving and paying visits, the number of 
which, it is generally agreed, *' has been increasing, 
is increased, and ought to be diminished." You 
meet frequently with people, who will tell you, they 
are worn to death by visiting ; and, that, what with 
morning. visits, and afternoon visits, dining visits, 
and supping visits, tea-drinking visits, and card- 
playing visits, exclusive of balls and concerts, for 
their parts, they have not an hour to themselves in 
the four and twenty : but they must go home and 
dress, or they shall be too late for their visit. 

Nor is this complaint by any means peculiar to 
the times in which we have the honour to live. 
Cowley was out of all patience on the subject, above 
an hundred years ago. " If we engage," says he, 
" in a large acquaintance, and various familiarities, 
we set open our gates to the invaders of most of our 
time ; we expose our life to a ' quotidian ague of 
frigid impertinences,' which would make a wise 
man tremble to think of." 

But as Cowley was apt to be a little out of hu- 
mour between whiles, let us hear the houqurable, 
pious, and sweet-tempered Mr. Boyle, who, among 
the troubles of life, enumerates as one ** the.busi- 
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ness of recenriog lensdess visits, whose continuance, 
if otherwise vnavoidable, is capable, in my opinion, 
to justify the retiredness of a hermit.*' 

Bishop Jeremy Taylor b clear, that *' men will 
find it impossible to do any thing greatly good, 
unless they cnt off all snperflaous company, and 
Wsits." 

If we consult the ladies, (as, indeed, we ought to 
do upon all occasions) we find it recorded by Bal- 
lard of the very learned and excellent Mrs. Astell, 
that ** when she saw needless risitors coming, 
whom she knew to be incapaUe of conversing on 
any useful subject, but coming merely for the sake 
of chat and tattle, she would look out of the win- 
dow, and jestingly tell them, (as Cato did Nasica) 
' Mrs. Astell is not at home;' and, in good earn- 
esty kept them out, not suffering such triflers 
to make inroads upon her more serious hours." 

Audi now, what shall we say to these things ? 
For, after all, nothing can be more certain, than, 
whatever learned or unlearned folk may pretend to 
the contrary, visit we must, or the world will be at 
an end ; we may as well go supercargoes to Botany- 
bay at once. 

Distinction is the parent of perspicuity. Sup. 
pose, therefore, we take in order the different sorts 
of visits above-mentioned, and consider them (as a 
worthy and valuable author phrases it) ** with 
their roots, reasons, and respects." 

And, first of the first, 'namely, morning lisits. 
It \s evident, that, as things are now regulated 
amongst us, all visits of business must be made at 
this season ; for we dine late for this very purpose; 
stid no gentleman does any thing after dinner » bat'* 
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drink. In the days of our forefathers, under £1 
zabeth, and her successor James, it was otherwise 
for bishop Andrews, we are told, entertained hop* 
of a person whii had been guilty of many faults an 
follies, till, one day, the young man happened, ui 
fortunately, to call in a morning : then the good b 
shop gave him up. 

Mrs. Astell herself would not have disdained 
take her share in a little chat and tattle over tl 
tea-table. They may be styled correlatives, and { 
together as naturally as ham and chickens. 

If it be asked, what number of friends it is expi 
dient to collect, in order to make a visit comfor 
able, I must confess myself unable to answer tl 
question ; so diverse are the opinions and custou 
that have prevailed in different ages and countric 
Among ourselves, at presetit, if one were to 1 
down a general rule, it should be done, perhaps, 
these words : " The more the merrier." 

Some years ago, these multitudinous meet? 
were known by the various names of assemb 
routs, drums, tempests, hurricanes, and er 
quakes. If you made a morning visit to a ladj 
would tell you, very gravely, what a divine n 
sweet hnnicane, or a charming earthquake 
had been at the night before. 

To have discussed all these subdivisions of 
and distinguished properly the nature of c 
considered in itself, would have been an 
task, from which I find myself happily reli 
Che modem very judicious adoption of f 
party, which is what the logicians style a 
sal, and includes every thing of the kind. 

A company of twelve at dinner, with ' 
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raent of eighteen at tea and cards, may, I believe, 
be called a small party, which a lady may attend, 
without any assistance from the hair-dresser. 

There is one maxim never to be departed from ; 
namely, that the smallness of the honse is no ob- 
jection to the largeness of the party : the reason is^ 
that, as these meetings are chiefly holden in the 
winter, the company may keep one another warm. 

Bat this will not, in every instance, be the case, 
after all the care and pains upon earth : for when 
the other apartments were full, I have known four 
persons shut into a closet, at Christmas, without 
fire or candle, playing a rubber by the light of a se- 
pulchral lamp suspended from the cieling. 

At another time, the butler, opening a cupboard, 
to take out the apparatus for the lemonade, with 
the nice decanters, to prevent mischief in case of 
weak stomachs, found two little misses, whom the 
lady of the house, ever anxious to promote the hap- 
, piness of all her friends, had squeezed and pinioned 
in there, to form a snug party at cribbage. 

An accident happened, last winter, at one of 
these amicable associations, from a contrary cause, 
where the fluids in the human frame had suffered 
too great a d^'ce of rarefaction. A gentleman, 
making a precipitate retreat, on finding himself in- 
flated, like a balloon, with a large dose of gas or 
burnt air in him, tumbled over a card table, which 
(that no room might be lost) had been set upon a 
landing place of the stairs. The party, with sJl the 
implements of trade, tables, cards, candles, and 
counters, and the unfortunate person who had 
brought on tlie catastrophe, rolled down together. 
No forther mischief^ however, was done; and two 
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iemen of the tMuty, as I have been well in. 

aed, found time to make a bet on the odd trich, 

ore they got to the bottom. 

Bat these are trifling circumstances, and no more 

an may be expected to fall to the lot ot humanity. 

do not mention them, I am sure, as constituting 

ny olgection to a party, or as affording any reason 

Fhy one should deprive on^i self of the pleasure 

me always has in teeing en^s/^iends about one. 

Z. 
Bishop Horne. 



After the remarlcs of my kind and ingenious cor- 
respondent Z, the lucubrations of Mr. Tftratalla, 
will, I fear, afford little entertainment ; however, 

EdHa ne breribas pereat mea charta libdlis, 
Dicfttur potias to» I* onra/ucijBo/Ufyof. 

afoitM. 

Rather than leave my page half fill'd, I'd icrawl, 
*' A colder there was, and he lived in his stalL'* 

All periodical writers, are, by their profession an' 
place, censors of the public manners ; and thf 
their oflSce may be discharged with f.delity ar 
'skill, they should possess a certain degree of tl 
Tirtd and connoissureship which pervades 
things, from the tying of a cravat, to the dem 
stration of the pons ttsinimts. They claim a r* 
to be believed in every thing they may advance 
be admired for that ingenuity which they undc 
edly possess ; and to be patronized and encoar 
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by the discerning many. Shonld they somethnes 
relate adventures they may hare met with in a stag6 
coach, in the lobby of a phiy-honse, or among the 
triflers of the drawing-room ; their readers are 
bound in honour to believe that they have not, all 
their life long, been actuated by that high-minded 
spirit which usually excites authors to mount the 
top of a coach, to soar into the twelve-penny gal- 
lery, and to leave the splendor of the drawing- 
room to ** low ambition and the pride of kings." 

Unfortunately for myself and my readers, I do 
not unite in my own person all those qualifications 
which should adorn a professor of painting, dan- 
cing, music, electridty, horsemanship, and half a 
score more things of the same natare, all of which, 
in the course of my business, I shall be expected to 
(leal out to my customers. In order to 6up{d^ those 
deficiencies in myself, which I sincerely lament, J 
have settled a regular correspondence with some 
honest gentlemen of the quill, of great credit, aLd 
great stock-in-trade, from whose kind assistance 
I hope to give universal satisfaction. When I first 
hinted my proposal to the literati, mentioning the 
terms upon which I purposed em ployiitg any two or 
three hands who might be out of work, I received, 
among others, the following answer to my ad-> 
vertisement. 

To the Author of the OUa Podrida. 

SIR, 

I AM an excellent scholar^ a man of great abilities* 
extensive knowledge, and of infinite wit and 
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humour. I have written twelve enays, which will 
do very great honour to, and very much increase 
the reputation of your work ; all which I will let 
yoo have for half-a-guinea, and will throw you half 
a score epigrams into the bargain. I would have 
waited upon you myself with them ; but, sir, my 
shirt is washing, and my coat is gone to be mended. 

I am, sir. 
Your most obedient humble servant, ■ 

John Scribe. 

I hastened to Mr. Scribe's lodgings, at Padding- 
ton. — i shall not here give a very minute descrip- 
tion of the different modes of salutation with which 
two authors come together, lest some of my readers, 
who are disposed to turn the gravest things into 
ridicule, should be inclined to laugh, particularly 
as my friend before observed, that his shirt was 
with his laundress and his coat with the tailor. 
Suffice it therefore to say, that, after a mutual in- 
terchange of compliments, he celebrating my libe- 
rality, and I his talents, we proceeded to discass 
tlie business which had occasioned our meeting, 
^rhe engagement entered into between us was soon 
concluded upon, and produced a confidential inti- 
macy, which excited Mr. Scribe to favour me with 
some insight into his own character, opinions, and 
adventures. But as in the ardour of a new-formed 
friendship I promised to give his complete life to 
the world, in two volumes octavo, price fourteen 
shillings, to be sold by all the booksellers in town 
and country, I will not anticipate the pleasure nr 
readers will have in the perusal of my work, 
mutilated and imperfect sketches of that his' 
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\ will soon be presented to them whole and 

Tapt. 

OD taking leave of my Paddington friend, as 

llowed me down stairs, he very obligingly of- 

hU assistance in the framing of any adver- 
«tit8 which might be necessary or conducive 
i sale of my worlt. He then showed me, as 
mens of his talents in this species of writing, 
say on leather breeches made npon mathema- 
principles^ and a recommendation of the con- 
razor. These, he observed, were worlds of a 
er kind, and such as he called en « mtxt^ or 
musements of Paddington, I thanked him, but 
Bed the acceptance of his offer. 
ion my return home, I found three or four 
ints had called upon business similar to Mr. 
le's : amongst whom an Hibernian stay-maker, 

the Borough, wished to enlist in my sei-vice, 
ji testimony of his abilities had left a parcel of 
BS of his own composing, which are ushered 

complaints of his inability to sleep. A French 
lois, to whom the air of Great Britain had 

recommended by his physicians, left word, 
, having nothing else to do, he had conde- 
led, daring his residence in this island, purely 
. his penchant for the science, and pour passer 
mpSf to instruct the noblesse in dancing. This 
le of life, he very properly observed, gave him 
f opportunities of furnishing me with intelli- 
e from the beau monde ; and accordingly my 
srs will frequently see how things go on from 
mthentic information of the marquis. 
Monro. — Scribe's Letter byLEYCESTER. 
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sizable, from the permanency of those pleasures it 
bestows, and their indei)endency of external sop« 
port. 

In the contemplation of future life, our thoughts 
roost of necessity be agitated by the most powerful 
passions inherent in our frame. Hope and Fear, 
which have always been found to have most in- 
fluence upon human actions, are the passions which 
give a tincture of themselves to all our views, 
whilst we look forward into futnrity. If the pro- 
spect before us appear cheerful and serene, Hope' 
eommnnicates to us a pleasure as lively iii the view 
of It, as Sensation could in the enjoyment ; and 
though a disappointment of our expectations may 
depnv<e us of this imaginary bliss, ^nd convince us 
of the error which we have been cherishing in our 
bosoms ; yet it is that kind of error (mentis gra* 
tUshnut) from which it gives us real pain to be se^ 
parated. On the contrary, whatever good fortune 
may await us, if we have no reason to flatter our- 
Sjeives with the expectation of it ; if, as far as hu- 
man eye can penetrate, the prospect before us ap- 
pear a dark and dreary waste, the fear of incum- 
bent misfortunes renders our sufferings more pain- 
ful, than if we actually laboured under the evils 
which we only apprehend, and sinks us in all the 
** misery of fancied woe." 

We see then, that in the anticipation of life we 
frequently make ourselves miserable by the appre- 
hension of evils which we never experience ; and 
that the pleasures which are derived from Hope, 
though acute and brilliant, are neither permanent, 
nor independent of external support. Their dura- 

VOL. I. E 
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tion, indeed, must iDevitably be destroyed by the 
revolution of time, which brings with it the ob< 
ject that we have in view : and if our hopes then 
prove to have been ill grounded, the chagrin of 
frustrated expectations is a consequence too obvi- 
OQS to. need being mentioned : but if we are even 
fortunate enough to meet with a full completion of 
our wishes, it does not equally follow, that we 
should enjoy the happiness proposed : perhaps, after 
all, we shall find a kind of disappointment even in 
the gratification of our desires ; for appearances of 
happiness fill the eye with fancied grandeur at a 
distance, but, contrary to other objects of sight, 
gradually diminish upon the nearness of our ap- 
proach. But the idea of felicity being derived from 
hope, will appear still more groundless if we con- 
sider the uncertainty which must necessarily attend 
it. When we rely upon events which are yet to 
come, we submit ourselves to the direction of an 
arbitrary and capricious fortune; and shall, per- 
haps, to our misfortune experience, that the best 
concerted schemes, and most probable expecta- 
tions, are easily frustrated by innumerable casual- 
ties, which it is not in our power to foresee, nor, 
if we foresee, to prevent. It is not, however, re- 
quisite to enlarge upon that most trite of all topks, 
the instability of human events ; enough, I think, 
has been said to prove, that whatever bliss we may 
propose to ourselves in contemplating the bright 
appearances of our future life, and *< in fiuncy 
swallowing up the space between," it cannot pos- 
sibly, be either permanent or self-derived; which 
quaUties^ though they be not of themselves able to 
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orm a complete system of happiness, are yet so far 
lecessary, as to render any system incomplete 
rhich is^ without them. 

1 shall DOW take a view of those pleasures which 
rise from a retrospect of our past lives, and eu* 
«ayonr so to contrast them with those already 
DBsidered, as may make them appear with addi- 
Uwal beauty from the comparison. 

It must, however, be allowed that, situated as 
re are iti this world, subservient to the smiles and 
rowns of fortune, a serene tranquillity is the high- 
St happiness we have reason to expect, and that 
bat subtle pleasure, which is pursued with so 
racb- avidity by the gay and the dissipated, is a 
lere phantom, without any other existence than 
oi the imaginations of its eager votaries. Hence 
lie pleasures which originate from a cool and dis- 
aisionate use of our reason must be more satis- 
ictory than those which we derive from the vk>« 
!ii( enaotious of our most forcible passions. But 
1 no exercise can we employ our reasoning faculty 
> greater advantage, than when we conjecture with 
iperior certainty upon future events, by well con- 
dering and reflecting upon those which we have 
xeady experienced. 

We have before seen that in our views of fatn- 
ty, we are liable to be made miserable by the 
rMd of bad fortune, as well as happy by the san- 
line preoccupation of good. Here then the pleasures 
'leflectioo evidently prove themselves superior ; for 
te. review of past happiness does not convey to us 
17 higher satbfaction than the remembrance of 
fllcnlties which we have surmounted. It is here 
last, that, freed from the shackles of fortune. 
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and every other external power which may have 
before entangled us, we mrJte all one happiness 
centre within ourselves ; r^-ud, like the indastrioos 
bees that produce honey as well out of bitter herbs 
88 tweet, even out of the evils of life we extract 
the choicest and most refined bliss. Indeed, in 
the midst of our misfortunes we may be consoled 
by the consideration of being at some future period 
entertained with the thoughts of what now gives 
OS pain ; as iEneas is represented supporting his 
dejected companions by a similar consolation : 

Fonan et hae olim meminitte juvabit.—- F{r^ 

And as this bliss is self-derived and independent 
of any thing external, so is it also durable ; for, as 
it is drawn from those transactions which we are 
conscious have already talcen place, it is evident 
that nothing can put a period to its e»stence but 
the annihilation of that consciousness and faculty 
of remembering whence it was originally derived. 
From this consideration, it is plain, that a life of 
activity and exertion is so much the more prefer- 
able to a life of indolience and, repose, as it affords 
more room for the exercise of this faculty. Onr 
happiness, we have before seen, arises from the 
recollection of past pleasures, proportionably che- 
quered with the remembrance of hardships whlcb 
we have surmounted. Now the engagements of ao 
dety so intersperse an active life witli the anjddv 
vicissitudes of hope and fear, that we must ui 
avoidably meet with many difficulties uqlcuown 
t|ie still path of retirement, which, though d 
agreeable when encountered, nevertheless convc 
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secret satisfaction to the mind in j-eflectiiigon them 
when subdued. The man, indeed, who secludes 
himself from the cares of the world, remains at the 
same time unroused by the pleasing emotions which 
others enjoy; and in the decline of age wi^ look 
baclc upon the continued sameness of his past life 
with a listless indifference ; for if in the sunshine 
of youth his happiness glow with a warmth scarcely 
vital, how can the remembrance of it as faintly re- 
flected by a lukewarm imagination cheer his droop- 
ing spirits in the winter of old age ? In opposition 
to this languor of a life worn out in inaction, it 
may, perhaps, be needless to instance with what 
lively spirits the aged votaries of ambition or wealth 
indulge themselves in ease after the toils of a long 
and laborious pursuit after their i-espective objects; 
with what pleasure the soldier dwells upon the 
narrative of his honourable though dangerous ex- 
ploits ; how the s^lor rejoices whilst he recounts 
the rocks and tempests which he has so perilously 
surmounted. 



-€Faudent ut verdce raso 



jGarrula securi narrare pericula nautc— ^uo. 

But as all human happiness must inevitably be 
aUoyed by some mixture of evil, and as the above 
view of the pleasure of reflection may seem to im- 
ply a species of happiness more perfect than is con- 
sistent with onr present state, after having seen the 
joys which attend it, let us now examine into its 
concomitant evils ; let us consider whether the de- 
bauchee, when the decay Oi his faculties prompts 
him to indulge in an indolent repose^ looks back 
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with solid satisfaction upon those Ticissitades c 
pleasure and pain, the former of which he is cob 
scions of having purchased at the expense of hi 
innocence, the latter of having merited by hi 
guilt; whether the remorse, arising from a con 
sciousness of having violated every principle < 
justice and generosity, be compensated to the m] 
ser, by considering with what labour he has amase 
ed his accumulated hoards : and, if upon this in 
quiry we find that the review of his past condiK 
serves rather to increase than to alleviate his pre 
sent pains, we shall be led to infer, that the test! 
mony of a good conscience is another requisite tc 
wards completing that happiness which we hav 
in view. He, who by his worldly wisdom is ena 
bled to withstand the most violent attacks of fbi 
tune, if be possess not this cheerful companio 
within his breast, will still be a stranger to ai 
true peace or comfort ; he will view even the smik 
of prosperity without satisfsu^tion^ and, findin 
naught but a turbnleot confusion in his own boson 
will shrink back with horror from himself. It af 
pears then, that though many accidental circun 
stances may contribute to heighten the beanities ( 
this review, the essential requisite is a mind con 
scious of unerring rectitude ; and, as this is cu 
tirely dependent upon ourselves, that we have it i 
our power, by our own conduct, to provide for th 
decline of age, when our natural infirmities requli 
an additional consolation, a never-foiling source ( 
true and placid enjoyment. 

I have seen it somewhere recommended, that, i 
order to enjoy the pleasures of the imagination i 
ovr nightly dreams, we should be aUe to rest upo 
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our pillow, and reflect coolly upon the transactions 
of the preceding day. In the same manner I should 
recommend it to every one so to regulate his con- 
duct through the active scenes of social life, that 
he may lie down in the evening of old age, and re- 
fiew them with unruffled satisfaction ; and, as we 
have observed that the happiness derived from 
hope, though inferior to that of reflection, is not 
however trivial, I would also recommend him so 
to extract and mingle the joys of each, as to make 
the soothing remembrance of past pleasures a so- 
lid foundation for a speculative anticipation of those 
to come. 

Anon. 



No. XI. 
Saturday, May 26, 1787. 

Smiles from reason flow, to brutes denied^— Jlfi^on. 

It has been the business of philosophers in all ages 
to invent an apposite and characteristic term by 
which man may b^ distinguished from the brute 
creaUon in his exclusive right to some peculiar fa- 
culty. The deep penetration and vigorous researches 
of an illustrious heathen have enabled him to in- 
form us, that man is an animal bipes hnplume, a 
two-legged animal vnthout feathers. And philo- 
sophers of later ages have discovered, that he is a 
hmghing animal, a rational animal, a tool-making 
aoima], a cooking animal. 
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It 18 my present iDtention to considei 
laughing auimal ; and that iacnlty, thon 
resolve itself into as many snhdiidsiom 
vpon beads, or branch fortli into r 
like a Welsh pedigree, I shall pun 
all its degrees, from the ritus iardon 
ancients, to the tee-hee of the modei 
room. « 

When I insist upon the gravity of tl 
am aboQt t^andle, lest I should be ao 
traragance of opinion, I shall endeavoi 
by a brief narrative of facts, that the c< 
which flow from the use and abuse.of t 
stingnishing faculty are of the most 
ture. I have seen a whole battalion of i 
as valorous and a? red-coated as a i 
guards, disconcerted and put into couf 
midst of their manoeuvring and tobaci 
from the broad-shouldered serjeant of tl 
company to the duck-legged corporal of 
the horse-laugh of a by-stander. I wa 
sent {credite dicenii) in the pit at the 0| 
the representation of Macbeth : on my 
sat an unthinking Englishman, who, foi 
he was a spectator of a serious perfom 
into a horse-laugh, just at the very timt 
Macbeth and her caro spow were conj 
the horror that heads and heels were 
exciting. Her ladyship, conscious thai 
dished her dagger in tune, and that shi 
the ** daoin'd 4spot" from her hand m 
nionslyj without eshibiting to the audi 
that dUagreeubiliid of countenance for 
SIddons has been condemned, was ver 
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well as very jastly enraged. The curtain fell, and 
the signora declared she would iierer appear again 
before an English audience. In vun cUd the dig* 
tressed manager represent to her, that the taste, 
the judgment, the every thing of this unhappy 
nation, were in(initely beneath her notice ; heaping 
at the same time upon poor John Bull a profusion 
of epithets, all ending in isshno. In vain was he 
pressing in his solicitations, that she should g^ve 
them, at least, one more trial : she still persisted 
in her cruel threats, that she would leave tkem, 
and return to her own country. At last, however, 
the kind interference of a noble frequenter of the 
opera-bouse produced a reconciliation. He could 
not but confess the headstrong vulgarity and un- 
reasonable prejudices of his countrymen, who con* 
sidered every competition with their favourite poet 
as a burlesque and an insult : yet, he hoped, the 
ignorance and the Insolence of a few would not be 
a sufficient reason for the punishment of the great 
body o( cognoscenti. He moreover spiritedly declared, 
that he would call any person to a very severe ac- 
eount, who should dare to laugh, when on the 
printed bills of the night was written, in large cha- 
racters, ** a serious opera." 

The resentment of signor Macabet himself was 
carried to a still higher pitch. He who but the day 
befcHV had been complimented with the thaneship 
of Cawdor, because he had stood a minute and a 
half longer, by the manager's watch, upon one leg, 
than any Macbeth or Artazerxes who had ever 
appeared upon any stage, vras actually found the 
next morning hanging in a pair of embroidered 
farters, with tassels of silver twist. The signor 

e2 
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made a vacancy in the opera list, and his garte 
w^re entirely spoiled, having been so mncb stretch< 
as to be unfit for the use of any future Macbetl 
Rlnaldo, Artaxerxes, or, in short, any body with 
decent legs 

This tragical after-piece was entirely occasiom 
by the horse-laugh, the use of which is sometinu 
allowable, but the too frequent repetition of it 
cannot but consider as a disease. This disease 
very prevalent in the city; it is often found at 
sitting of the quorum, and, in short, at most plao 
where the company meet to be merry ; the syn 
ptoms att-ending it are violent convulsions^ and 
bloated habit. 

This disorder, among the men, I believe to hai 
originated from the false philosophy of a few sma 
terers in science, who conceived, that as man wi 
distinguished from the brutes by laughter, the moi 
he laughed, the farther he was removed from tt 
lower species. Yet they should, in their philott 
phical researches, have recollected, that extreiiM 
meet, and for that very reason this species i 
laughter, which being too much indulged, was coi 
sldered as unbecoming mankind, has been degrade 
by the title of the horse-laugh. With the ladUj 
this complaint has a different origin. The Vem 
of the Greelcs, from whom we derive all our no^pi 
of the elegant and beautiful, when represented I 
the poets in her most bewitching attire, is ca|lc 
the ^iXo/A«8iif, a term expressive of that ratioDi 
cheerfulness of countenance, which compreheoc 
all that is lovely in the female face. The povert 
of our language has been obliged to translate tbi 
** the laughter-loving;" and to that cause aloo 
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are owing all those shrill, yet violent sallies of 
misinterpreted gaiety, which frighten onr horses in 
the Park, give us the head-ache at old Drury, and, 
worse than all, distort the features of the fairest 
women in the world. 

Of grinning, which I do not consider as a spe- 
cies of laughter, I shall treat upon some future 
occasion, and endeavour to describe the different 
modifications of it, as it is at present practised by 
those professors who exercise their faculty through 
a horse-collar, at a country fair, by that useful 
animal in the kitchen, the turnspit, and by the il- 
lustrious assistant and partner of Mr. Astley, gene- 
ral Jackoo. 

I shall proceed, therefore, to the rUtM in angulo 
of the ladies, or giggle in the corner. This species 
of merriment has many different ends in view. It 
sometimes hunts down a man of bashfulness, some- 
times ridicules a hump-back or a red nose, and 
some'times becomes an assignation of gallantry. 
The two former pf its qualities are particularly 
called forth, when a bevy of beauties, huddled up 
into one corner of a room, monopolize the wit of a 
whole company, and exercise all the cruel artillery 
of stolen glances and half-stifled laughs, to the 
great disquiet of any man who is not as serene 
amidst difficulties as Fabricius was in the tent of 
king Pyrrhus. 

That the giggle in the comer is sometimes an 
assignation of gallantry, my male readers, who have 
no authority upon which they can with more confi- 
dence rely, win find sufficiently demonstrated in 
Horace. My female readers are reminded of a 
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maiMSiivre of this kind^ by some lines in the fint 
pastond of Mr. Pope. He there makes a shepherd 
give the following account, which by the bye I 
think hardly fcur : 

Me gentle Delia beckcms firom the plain. 
Then, hid in shades, eludes her eager swain; 
But feigns a laugh, to see me search around. 
And by that laugh the willing fair is found. 

The tet'hee is that gentle relaxation of the mus- 
cular system which proceeds from no inward irn* 
pQlse, and is vnlgarly, though not improperly, de* 
noted the affected laugh. This is a term of great 
latitude, and comprehends the laugh of ail those 
who are called, by the Guardian,* theChians, the 
Ionics, and the Megarics. The tee-hee is the tri- 
bute generally paid to any story which is supposed 
to be a witty one, but not perfectly understood; it 
is the chorus of a scandalizing tea-table, the con* 
descension of a gi-eat man, and the pride of a little 
one; the resource of dulness, and the ornament of 
a good set of teeth. 

To discover the origin of this, I have toiled 
through all the chronological books I could think 
of, but to no purpose. However, from the oral 
tradition of an old weather. wise gentleman, who 
is accustomed to note remarkable occurrences, I 
learn that it came into this country with lord 
Chesterfield, upon his return from his travels. It 
was at first confined entirely to his lordship's suite ; 
it then diffused itself, by degrees, through St. 

• Number iegu « 
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James's and its environs ; and last of all became 
the common property of those who were distill, 
guished by the appellation of good company. Stilly 
however, the practice of tee-heeing was far froni 
general; citizens were unacquainted with it, for 
my lady mayoress had no routs; and though it 
once rode to Rumford with a gentleman out of 
livery, and was there dropped, yet, as no one un- 
derstood it, no one thought proper to pick it up. 
The happy improvement of our manners has now 
made that science universal, which for a long time 
was partial: good company, refinement, and tee- 
heeing, are now as common and as cheap as hack- 
parsons, or Welsh mutton ; we may dine with them 
at a shiUing ordinary on Sundays ; are over- run with 
them at a masquerade ; elbowed to death by them 
in the little hell at Newmarket; lose our handker- 
chie£s to them in the lobby of the play-house ; and 
get trampled under their feet at a buU-baiting in 
Mqorfields. About five weeks ago I fell in with a 
tee-heeing highwayman in Epping Forest. He was 
too accomplished and too well mounted for me to 
think of keeping such company long ; and we parted, 
after I bad deposited with him five pennyworth of 
half-pence, a metal watch-chain, and an ode to 
the spring, which, after some trouble, I convinced 
him was as good as the Bank. 

After all that can be said on this subject, we may 
as well think of separating wit from the first of 
April, or goose from Michaelmas-day, as that we 
can live at ease vnthout laughter, ** the chorus of 
conversation," and the union of social intercourse. 

The raptures of poetic imagination have extended 
this faculty to every part of the creation, in a strfun 
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of metaphorical allusioo, adopted by all poets, in 
all ages and countries : in Milton we find, 

all things smiled 

■ With fragrance, and with joy my heart o'erflow*d. 

And in that higher species of poetry, it is said of 
the valleys, they shall stand so thick with com, that 
they shall laugh and sing. 

It is not then the thing itself of which we can 
complain, but the abuse and mismanagement of it. 
He is no object of imitation or eniry, who can mo- 
rosely withhold his laughter, when he may indolgft 
it, without incutring the charge of folly; nor is 
that man much to be esteemed, who, with igno* 
ranee, affectation, arrogance, and ill-nature, asurps 
the privilege of laughing upon all occasions, with- 
out regard to situation, circumstance, or decorum. 

Monro. 



No. XII. 

Saturday, June 2, 1787. 

I MADE an entrance, in a former paper, on the im- 
portant subject of visiting, and distinguishing the 
different kinds of visits now in vogue amongst us, 
with their excellences and defects. 

It is hard, indeed, to guess at the pleasure t>f 
assembling in very large parties. There is much; 
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heaf, hurry, and fatigue, to all who are conceroed. 
The essence of the entertainment seems to consist 
in a crowd, and none appear to be perfectly happy 
while they can stir hand or foot. At least, this is 
the case with the lady of the house, whose supreme 
felicity it is, to be kept in equiiibrio, by an equila* 
teral pressure from all quarters. Fixed in her orb, 
like thevBun of the system, she dispenses the favour 
of her nods and smiles on those bodies, which-^I 
wish I could say — tnove around her ^ but that they 
cannot do. 

But though pleasure be not obtained, trouble 
perhaps, it may be said, is saved, by receiving a 
multitude at once, instead of being subject to their 
perpetual incursions in separate bodies ; and when 
the polite mob has been at my house, I am at rest 
for some- time. True : but then there is a recipro- 
city ; and as others Jiave assisted in making your 
mob a decent and respectable one, you must do the 
same by them, and every evening will pass in this 
rondeau of delights; a vortex, out of which none 
can emerge, and into which more and more are con- 
tinually drawn, for fear of being left in solitude ; 
as all who wish to visit will very soon be obliged to 
visit after this method, or not at all. From the 
metropolis the fashion has made its way into pro- 
vincial towns, all the visitable inhabitants of which 
will be assembled together at one house or other, 
through the winter; and this, though perhaps 
there is not a single person among them, who does 
not dislike and complain of the custom, as absurd 
and disagreeable. 

For the conduct of these visits no directions can 
be iaid down; but concerning others (while any 
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svch shall remain) where a moderate oomptny of 
nelgbbours meet, to paw a little time in conversa- 
tiOD, some observations roaj be offered. 

They are useful, and indeed necessary, to main- 
tain a friendly and social intercourse, without which 
we are not in a capacity to give or receive help and 
assistance from each other. 

They are useful to cheer and refresh the spirits 
after business, and may render as fitter to retom to 
it again. 

They are useful, when they are made with a 
view of reliering and comforting such as are af- 
flicted and distressed ; and that, not only in great 
and signal troubles, but the common cares and con* 
oems of life ; of advising, exhorting, and conaoltag 
such as, baring wealK and low spirits, are oppressed 
by anxiety and melancholy; of which in England 
the number always has been, and always will btj 
very considerable. Time is well employed In theif 
and the lilte good oflices, where a friend Is the bei 
physician. The very sight of a cheerftil friend ^ 
often lilce the sun brealcing forth in a doady da 
A melancholy person is at least as much the ti^c 
of charity as a sick one. The cheerful owe tl 
duty to those who are otherwise; and tv^ 
themselves, the most refined and exalted kind 
{Measure, when they find their endeavours to f 
ceed. 

Visits are nseffU, when they become the fl» 
of acquiring or communicating useful knoirif 
relative to the conduct of life, in concerns e 
personal or domestic; or, even when no 
knowledge is obtained, if by innocent mirth, 
•apt tales, &c. people are brought into goo 
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/and kept in it. No recreation is more truly 
seable and effectual than this : and it is said 
^bishop Williams, that, '* the greater the 
rmance he was about to undertake (whether a 
by a sermon, or a debate), the more liberty 
"ccreation he first took, to quicken and open 
»irits, and to clear his thoughts." 

visiting, opportunities are offered of intro^ 
g occasionally matters literary and religions, 
publications, &c. For though, perhaps, this 
»t so often done as it might be, when people 
I yet it cannot be done at all, unless people 
eet. 

render visits lively and agreeable, where the 
any is small, and it can be managed conve- 
rt the conversation should be general. The 
%, by their sprightliness, should animate the 
emeu, and the gentlemen, by their learning, in- 
the ladies* Instead of this, the gentlemen too 

iay their heads together, on one side of' the 
i and talk on subjects of literature or politics 5 
Dg the ladies to settle the articles of caps and 
ta^ blonds and gauzes, on the other; which^ 
irdly fair, especially in these days, when so 
f of the other sex are qualified to join in a con- 
ilion on more important to))ic8. 
ue end of a visit is frustrated, if it be made too 
; as when the same company sit together 
three in the afternoon till twelve at night, or 
hours ; for then, that which was designed for 
reation becomes itself a bntden, unless there 
tne particular business or amusement in hand. 
PC not in a perpetual round and hurry of vi- 
^ You will neglect your affiiirs at home^ 
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one must be not only doing sumetliing, but some- 
thing which requires a little attention." 

Should this plan of Rousseau be favourably re- 
ceived, and a notion be entertained of carrying it 
into execution, the chief difficulty will be to pro- 
vide proper employment for the gentlemen. My 
readers will turn the matter in their minds. The 
only case in point, which I can recollect of at pre- 
sent, is that of a friend, who, when y(Aing, amused 
himself with making partridge>nets. On a visit, 
he would take his work out of the bag, hitch one 
end of the net upon a sconce, and proceed to busi- 
ness. His example militates powerfully in favour 
of the plan; for his conversation, while so em-« 
ployed, was remarkably free and easy. 

Under the above regulations, we can never be the 
worse, and, if we keep tolerable company, shall ge- 
nerally be the better, for a visit. Something must 
occur, which is worth remembering and noting 
down. A reflection at the end of a visit vvill soon 
show, whether it comes properly under the deno- 
mination of those condemned by casuists, as useless 
and impertinent ; since that is useless which tends 
to no good purpose; and that is impertinent, 
which claims your time and attention, and gives 
nothing in return. 

Z. 

filSHOP HORNE. 
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No. xin. 

Saturoay^ June 9, 1787. 

When a friend told Johnsou that he was much 
blamed for having unveiled the wealcness of Pope, 
*' Sir," said he, '* if one man undertake to write 
the life of another, he undertalses to exhilHt his 
true and real character : but this can be done only 
by a faithful and accurate delineation of the parti- 
culars which discriminate that character." 

The biographers of this great man seem cop- 
scientiously to have followed the rule thus lu4 
down by him, and hare very fiurly^ comn^nnicated 
all they l^new, whether to his advantage or other* 
wise. Much concern, disquietude, and offence, 
have been occasioned by this their conduct in the 
minds of many, who apprehend, that the cause in 
which he stood forth will suffer by the infirmities 
of the advocate being thus exposed to the prying 
and malignant eye of the world. 

But did these persons then ever suppose, or did 
they imagine that the world ever supposed. Dr. 
Johnson to have been a perfect character? Alas 4 
no: we all know how that matter stands, if we 
ever look into our own hearts, and duly watch the 
current of our own thoughts, words, and actions. 
Johnson was honest, and kept a faithful diary of 
these, which is before the public. Let any man 
do the same for a fortnight, and publish it : and if, 
after that, he should find himself so disposed, let 
him *' cast a stone." At that hour when the failings 
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of all shall be made manifest^ the attention of each 
individnal wiH be confined to his own. 

It is not merely the name of Johnson that is to 
do service to any cause. It is his genius,' his learn- 
ing, his good sense, the strength of his reasonings, 
and the happiness of his illustrations. These all 
are precisely what they were : once good, and al- 
ways good. His arguments in favour of self-denial 
do not lose their force, because he fasted ; . nor 
those in favour of devotion, because he said his 
prayers. Grant his failings were, if possible, still 
greater than these : will a man refuse to be guided 
by the sound opinion of a counsel, or resist the sa- 
lutary prescription of a physician, because they 
who give them are not without their faults? A 
man may do so ; but he will never be accounted a 
wise man for doing it. 

Johnson, it is said, was superstitious. But who 
shall exactly ascertain to us what superstition is ? 
The Romanist is charged with it by the church-of- 
England man ; the churchman by the presbyterian ; 
the presbyterian by the independent; all by the 
deist ; and the deist by the atheist. With some it 
Is superstition to pray, with others to receive the 
sacrament, with others to believe in revelation, 
with others to Believe in God. In some minds it 
springs from the most amiable disposition in the 
world — *' a pious awe, and fear to have offended ;" 
a wish rather to do too much than too little. Such 
a disposition one loves and wishes always to find 
hi a friend ; and it cannot be disagreeable in the sight 
of him who made us : it argues a sensibility of 
heart, a tenderness of conscience, and the fear of 
God. Let him, who finds it not in himself, beware 
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Ic8t» III itjtng from Superstidon^ he full into Irreli- 
^oo and profanenc^s. 

That persons of jeminent talents and attainments 
in literature have heen often complained of as— 
Uogmaticaly boisterous, and inattentive to the rules 
of good breeding, is well known. But let us not 
expect every thing from every man. There was no 
occasion that Johnson should teach us to dance, to 
make bows, or turn compliments. He could teach 
us better things. To reject wisdom, because the 
person of him who communicates it is uncouth, 
and his manners are inelegant — what is it, but to 
throw away a pine.apple, and assign for a reason 
the roughness of its coat ? Who quarrels vidth a 
botanist for not being an astronomer, or with a 
moralist for not being a mathematician ? As it is 
said in concerns of a much higher nature, ** every 
man hath his gift, one after this manner, and ano- 
ther after that ;" it is our business to profit by all, 
and to learn of each that in which each is best qua- 
lified to instruct us. 

That Johnson was generous and charitable, none 
can deny. But he was not always judicious in the 
selection of his objects; distress was a suflkient 
recommendation, and he did not scrutinize into the 
fidlings of the distressed. May it be always my 
lot to have such a benefactor ! Some are so nice 
in a scrutiny of this kind, that they can never find 
any proper objects of their benevolence, and are 
necessitated to save their money. It should doubt- 
less be distributed ii^ the best manner we are able 
to distribute it; but what would become of us all, 
if he, on whose bounty all depend, should be ** ex- 
treme to mark that which is done amiss ?" 
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It is hard to judge any man, withont a dae coii- 
aideration of all circumstaQces. Here were stu- 
pendoas abilities, and suitable attaiuments ; but 
then here were hereditary disorders of body and 
mind reciprocally aggravating each other ; a scro- 
phnlous frame, and a melancholy temper; here 
was a life, the greater part of which passed in 
maicing provision for the day, under the pressure 
of poverty and sickness, sorrow and anguish. So 
far to gain the ascendant over these, as to do what 
Johnson did, required very great strength of mind 
indeed. Who can say, that, in a like situation, 
he should long have possessed, or been able to 
exert it ? 

From the miscture of power and weakness in 
the composition of this wonderful man, the scho- 
lar should learn humility. It was designed to cor- 
rect that pride which great parts and great learn- 
ing are apt to produce in their possessor. In him 
It had the desired effect. For though consciousness 
of superiority might sometimes induce him to carry 
it high with man (and even this was much abated 
in the latter part of life), his devotions have shown 
to the whole world, how humbly he walked at tdl 
times with his God. 

His example may likewise encourage those of 
timid and gloomy dispositions not to despond, when 
they reflect, that the vigour of snch an intellect 
could not preserve its possessor from the depreda- 
tions of melancholy. They will cease to be sur- 
prised and alarmed at the degree of their own suf- 
ferings: they will resolve to bear, with patience 
and resignation, the malady to which tliey find a 
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Jobnsoo snlvect, as well atLthemselvn : 
want words, in which to ask relief from 
alone can gi?e it, the God of mercy, and F 
comfort, language aflbrds no liner tha 
which his prayers are conceived. Child 
whoever thon art, nse them; and be 
that the man existed, by whose means 
Cbem to use. 

His eminence and his fame must of c 
excited envy and malice : bot let envy i 
look at Ids infirmities and hiscbaritief 
will <|nickl]r meH into pity and love. 

That be should not be conscious of tl 
with which Providence had blessed him, i 
sible. He felt his own powers $ he felt w4 
capable of having performed ; and he aa« 
tie, comparatively ifpeaktng, he had ] 
Hence his apprehensions on the near | 
the account to be made, viewed throng] 
dium of constitutional and morbid ni 
wfaidi often excluded from his sight 1 
beams of divine mercy. May those b 
shine upon us ! But' let them not caust 
get, that talents have been bestowed, of 
account must be rendered ; and that tl 
the " unprofitable servant " may justly be 
hensions In the stoutest mind. The indc 
who is without such apprehensions, hai 
innsidered the subject as he ought. For < 
who fears death too much, there are a 
who do not fear it enough, nor have t 
earnest about it. Let us only put in pr 
duty of self-examination ; let us inqoir 
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! have experienced in our war agt^inst tike 
nr even against undue indulgence of the 
ppetites, eating, drinlcing, and sleeping ; 
Mm perceive how much more easy it is to 
uUons, than to execute them ; and shall 
And occasion^ perhaps, to wonder at the 
of Johnson. 

whole — In the memcurs of him that have 
iabed, there are so maaj witty sayings, 
ay wise pnes, hy whii?h the world, if it 
vwy be at once entertained and iaprored, 
BOt regret their publication. In this, as 
pr Instances, we ar^ to adopt %\k» good 

the evIL The Uttl^ stories.^ his od^lr 
lis infirmities in common life wlU, lifter 
be overlooked and forgotten ( but his 
irlU live for ever, still move and more 
id admired, while Britons shall continue 
Bpterized by a love of elegance and suUi- 
<KMi sense and virtue. The sincerity of 
MBce, the steadfastness of his faith, and 
r. of his charity, forbid us to doubt that 
i In clouds, to rise without th^m: and of 

always be mindful, that every one who 
ctter by hif books, will add ^ wreath to 

Z. 
Bishop Hobne. 
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Rbtwebn the sloveo and the oozoomb U 
tierally a competition which shall be the : 
temptible, the one in the total negleet 
thing which might malce hie appearance 
fnpportable; and the other in the colt 
every saperfloous ornament- The formi 
by his negligence and dirt, the latter b; 
and perfamery. Each entertidns a proper 
for the other ; and while both are righ 
opinion, both are wrong in their pract 
dress of a man is almost invariably an in^ 
his habit of mind : I do not qiean to as 
by a red coat yon can positively swear to 1 
or by a black one to his integrity ; but fh 
ueral nkanner of adorning his person, yoi 
cover the general train of his thinking, 
has never been seen in deshabille bnt by 
dresser or his valet de chambre, I am ii 
suppose has never known the luxury of i 
lazation. Not that his mind is occnpi 
stmse speculatiofis ; but, being ever soli 
the welfare and ornament of his person 
not descend to take a share in those cc 
the world, which, if they gained possess 
mind, might discompose the features ol 
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He lias DO consolation for the a£9icted,* for care, 
prodnceth wrinkles; he shuns laughter, lest he 
should shalse the powder from his curls ; he can* 
not smoke lest his coat should smell of tobacco ; 
andhe is presented from the moderate use'of wine, 
for it would endangeri if not ruiq, his complexion.. 

These well-dressed advocates for virtue avoid 
gluttony, not that they may practise abstinence, 
but lest they shoiuld injure their shapes; tbeyfly 
fhiim drunkenness, not because it is a vice, danger* 
ons in itself and destructive in its consequences, 
but that they may preserve their faces from pim- 
ples.' Reasons of equal moment regulate all their 
actions, concerns, and opinions, llie man of dress 
is,' perchance, a dissenter, because the path-way 
if^hich leads to the meeting-house is cleaner than . 
that to. the church ; or he is a churchman,^ because 
his pew is lined with green baize. 

Tliere is an equivocal species of beings, called 

peiUet maitreSf who are owned by neither sex, 

ttid shunned by both. They are a race not peculiar 

to any nation jf or dime, or counti7. Ancient Rome 

• ■ • 

• He is one of tt^ uncomfortable spedes so happily de- 
linwtff^ in the learned preface to Bellendenus : 

^Vvyjpocf f^c« ireuf xapha* ^tpfAOig tfrf 

Ni)f ffi» T awimtt r* apOpai rou /6«ou Acyci, 
Aoiyev, oytAatf'Toy, earpwnflfopn rtpas, 

t They are eridently alluded to in the following epi^nram 
efAusoniua: 

bum duWtat natura marem facereCne puellam^ ■ 
Fsctua ett O pulcher, pane pueUa, puer ! 
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had many of them i Modern Rome, hi 
more. They floiirlBh among our padf 
France; nor are we in Engbmd end 
them. We may aoon, perhaps, hear 
iatence among our colooi»u at Boca: 
they have sprung np in the fiishionahle 
land, or are gaining gronnd with the 
in North America. 

To this part of the creation is all 
confined that violent extravagance of 
fizei a man's head between two capes • 
rles, lilce an attorney in the pillory, a 
the sldrts of his coat, as if he had nan 
from a fire. Among these whimsical : 
dress, I have found all my conclusioi 
the state of their minds built upon ui 
dationa. The same spirit of innovation 
eontinually varying the position of th 
ton, or the pattern of the stockii 
thought, render them unquiet membei 
munity, and dangerous to the statCi 
happily mistaken. They are harmless 
those minds which, in my patriotic u 
fearful might be plotting against m; 
have, upon a closer examination, dia 
a perfect blank. 

Somewhat of a man's mind may, 
discovered by his promptitude or bac 
comply with what is termed the fasfa 

r 

Give me, ye gods, the husband cries, an 
The taeminf wife demands a daughter J 
Thtfodi* too Icind, nor tttat deny, nor 
ToKth coww aa hiir« half master aad h 
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He who can be content to follow fashion, with all 
lier mutability, throngh all her revolntious, mtist 
liaver imbibed some of that fickleness which snch a 
pursuit inspires. The same uncertainty which 
flMUces him fluctuate between Mr. Rag the tailor, 
and Mr. Blossom the habit-maker, will mark his 
conduct in the more serious concerns of life. 

He, on the contrary, who is ridiculously precis^ 
in^dicss, nothing vaiTing acconling to the fashion 
of Ihe times, will be generally found overbearingly 
^k)gvatical in opinion. The same bigotry which 
condemns him to one pair of buckles, will chain 
him down likewise to one set of opinions. He 
woaU contend for the propriety of his dialect, 
thoai^ be were educated within a mile of the lake 
of Windermere ; he would defend his taste, though 
he btiraght it f^om the isle of Sky ; and he would 
dogmatize in religion, though he had his unstable 
principles from Birmingham. 

It is a common custom from the dress and ap- 
pcarance of a man to guess at his trade or proft^- 
aion. The decency of the round curl, the graviiy 
of the black coat, and the emblematic orthodoxy 
of ererlasting waistcoat and breeches, are sufficient 
to mark a man for a defender of the fidth. The 
laying out of the ** gravel- walk and grass- plat" in 
a dtizen^s green and gold waistcoat, will evince to 
an aocnrale observer the street in which he lives, 
and whether his warehouse contains the goods of 
an eminent shoemaker, the right pigtail of a to- 
bacconist, or the ventures of a Turkey merchant. 
When we see those unaccountable combinations of 
ilLttiizing colours, which are sometimes displayed 
in the coat, wustcoal, «nd breeches, we cannot 
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help suspectiogy that the wearer of them is by pro- 
fession a fiddler not much in repote, or by trade a 
tulor, with no other nse for his patterns than to 
make " a motley suit " for himselif. 
- It requires no great penetration to discover, that 
the short man with the anchor on his button, who 
contends for the liberty of the press, is the mid«. 
shipman of a man of war ; or that the fat laughter- 
loving' dame, all pink ribbons and smiles, makes 
sansages in Fetter-lane, or dispenses cakes and ale 
at the bar of the Cross Marrow-bones, near Mile- 
end tnmpike. 

• What, after all, it may be asked, is the standard 
of propriety in dress? — ^There.is, perhaps, none. 
His own judgment and understanding must be the 
guide of every one. And it may not be useless to 
remember, that from the outward appearance peo- 
ple form opinions of the inward man ; that he-ifnll 
lescite indignation, whose whole mind is. visibly laid 
oot upon his dress, as certainly as the: profited 
drunkard will disgust, whose face is like the south 
aspect of a garden-wall, hung with ripe fruit. He 
who, perhaps, owes the poverty of his understand- 
ings to his own neglect, will in vain endeavour to 
repair his consequence and dignity by the' assist- 
ance of the graces and the tailors ; all they can do 
for him is, to render his folly more apparent, and 
himself more ridiculous. 

• Moderation is, perhaps, no where a more pori- 
tive virtue than in dress, to which no man of sense 
will devote the whole of his time, and no reason* 
9ble man will refuse some portion of it. 

MOMIIO. 
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No. XV. 
Saturday, June 23, 1787. 



-Nimis alta lapit. 



Bellua multorum capitum* 

jety, institated for the purpose of amicable 
UoD, to which I once found means to ob- 
mittance, the following question was pro- 
NT discussion : — " Which circumstance would 
e irksome to a gentleman of delicate feel- 
le reflection that he had killed another in a 
r had been himself pulled by the nose from 
ce in Cornwall, to our town of Berwick- 
Weed, by way of London." That his andi- 
^ht have as clear a comprehension as possi- 
the subject to be discussed, the leader of the 
thpught it necessary to specify to them the 
fi. between the two places mentioned, lu 
his accuracy was questioned by a gentleman 
19 handkerchief under his wig. The contest 
xried on with violence and acrimony, but 
length somewhat appeased by means of a 
lerson, who, upon bringing the parties to 
, discovered that they had made their cal- 
08 upon different principles, the one having 
ed Patersou's book of roads, the other, 

18 on all sides sagaciously concluded upon 
le must be wrong : but it was impossible to 
In which^ without examining the compara- 
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tive excellences of Messrs. Paterson ai 
each of whom was extolled by either pari 
terary Ck>lossu8. This gave the debate ai 
teresting turn ; and as I found the heat of 
and the contest likely to endanger my we 
produce something more than a war of 
made as precipitate a retreat as the natu 
case would admit; but before I could 
door, I found the amicable disputants 
aside their rhetoric and their coats^ and c 
the fondfiil and ideal shafts of wit for the 
weapons of pewter pots and oalcen sticli 
was that happy comparison of the gra 
more thoroughly illustrated, by which 
logic to the clenched fist ! My escape fi 
logicians was a source of comfortable c 
tion» yet I could not lay aside all my feai 
safety of those I had left behind ; howen 
the satisfaction to find the next momin{ 
material injury had been sustained. Upc 
into a shop, I bought a pair of gloves of 1 
Ionian ; and soon after discorered the f( 
Ogilby mending the dub-room windows. 
These and a few other drcumstanoes 
need not, perhaps, enumerate, have indv 
oiler to my patient readers a few obsen 
that great love of refinement and sent 
wrbkAi is daily gaining ground among the 
den of our fellow-countrymen, of whic 
can t believe radically cure them but a Z 
The grand causes of this mischief, I am i 
gnppose, are tlie above-mentioned pewter- 
fag dnbs, and those rhapsodies of nonsei 
we ao tflieraUy poured upon the pabUc, 
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title .o{ Sentimental Novels, utterly subversife of 
common sense, and not Very warm friends' to com- 
mon honesty. There is a fascinating power in non- 
iense, which inay sometimes afford relaxation, if 
not amusement, to a man of sense ; but which al- 
ways meets with something congenial to itself in 
meaner capacities. For such capacities such cdnk- 
positions are well adapted ; and for these the fhr- 
row is left unfinished, and "the hammers miss 
their wonted stroke." 

- Some of my readers may, perhaps, be not only 
readers of novels, but writers of them. Though I 
do not consider myself as qualified in any particular 
to dictate to so respectable a phrt of the commu- 
nity, yet I cannot forbear offering a few, perhaps 
erroneous, remarks upon them and their produc- 
tions. 

"' While the writers of novels have so many ad- 
mirable models, upon which their style might be 
ftMrmed,' it' is not without regret that we turn over 
the.insipid pages which are thrust into bur sight in 
every Ixtokseller's shop. They seem to have for- 
gotten that there are writers better than them- 
erives ;' that if we wish for delicate and refined sen- 
timent/ we can recur to Grandison and Clarissa; 
U we' would see the world more perhaps as it is, 
^an as it should be, we have Joseph Andrews aiid 
Tom Jones ; or that we can find the happy mix- 
ture- of satire and moral tendency in the Spiritual 
Quixote and Cecilia. 

• I cannot help noticing the glaring impropriety 
they are' guilty of, who make thefr nobility and 
thdr peasants speak the same language. They dt-i 
ftnd themselresy no doubt^ by the authority and 
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example of Vii^U's Shepherds, San 
ermen, aod the nutin of Air. Pope. Hut 
thtj ore told, that to copy the deformitka o 
wiiten will be do embelliahment to bad one* 
BUtj perhaps ceaM to oTcrwhelm as with the 
UKUMliir of their Atugails, the heroic gallai 
tbrij foolniEn, and the rhetorical floorishei o 
shoemaken. Thae are laoie pai-ticnUrty tb 
iscten which do a mnterinL injury to that \ 
the HHtion, who, vrhen they have sbtil np 
wet their (hambs aod apell through a uon 
lave-sick chambermaid ia cuoogh to tnio hi 
sisterhood; an inirigDiog apprentice is thi 
ment of loafter tradesmen ; and the hia;h. 
BoiiopsDfhauonr,nhiehareincnlcatedby "J 
with bis ihoulder-knot," will set a couple of i 
a daeUlng. If the rapid courte of these grie' 
be not checked, we shall have the epicnre 
compl^ning that he can get no Iamb to eai 
hU aiparajpis, from the aenBibility of the Lc 
halt-butchers ; or that tbe meltiag tendern 
the cooks prcTenta tbe eels from being Bkiuoi 
tbe lobsten boiled alive. Should delicacy of i 
iug become too comiaon, we may drive the It 
from their quibbles, and how then are we 
tkne little odd jot>B done for onrselveg am 
eitates, so couveaient for oor fantillei, and 
nefidal to our lauded Interests? Sappote, 
urer, the Jews (I do not mean particularly th 
whom Dr. Priestley's imitation Is directed 
the mone]r.JeDderB and the proprietors of th 
dMe, aboold be infected with this growing 
of honour J tbe gamingrlabla must be dest 
there would be do market for itoien watchei 
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Uk triumph of sentiment would be the downfall of 
the nation. 

There is much perhaps to be complained of in 
ot^er pnUtcatioBS which tend to dissemin&te tlM 
glare and tinsel of false sentiment ; I mean the 
woi^s of those imitators of Sterne, whose pagci 
are pollnted with ribaldry and dashes ; and thoat 
compilers of modem tragedies, at which no man 
weeps, nnless in pure friendship for the author. 

If I in the playhouse saw a huge blacksmith4ik« 
looking fellow bhibbering over the precious foolctf 
of Nina, I should immediately take it for granted 
he came in with an order, and look upon his iron 
tears as aybr^tfry. Indeed, might I be allowed t<^ 
dictate upon such an occasion, no man should be 
permitted to moisten a white handkerchief at the 
ohi and the ahs of a modern tragedy, unless he 
possessed an estate of seven hundred a year, clear 
of mortgage, and every other encumbrance. Such 
people have a right to fling away their time as they 
please ; the -works of the loom receive no impedi- 
ment from thdr idleness, and it is at least an in- 
nocent though insipid amusement. 

While I seem endeavonring to harden the heatts 
of my country against those attacks which are inadfe 
fipon them from the stage, I am far from wishing; 
to rob them of that prompt benevolence which 'is a 
leading feature in our national character. But I 
am afraid of reflnemeut even in our virtues. I aiA 
afraid lest the same eye which is so prone to give 
itsiributary tear to the well-told history of fancied 
wee, should be able to look upon real misery with* 
otft emotion, because its tale is told without ptor, 
inddeiit, «r ornaments I woold only therefore te. 



108 OLLA PODRIDA/ 

mitid those £ciir ladies and well-dressed gentlemetf 
who frequent our theatres because they have no^ 
ijiAng else to do, or that they'may enjoy the Inznry 
oi shedding tears with.Mrs. Siddont, that if they 
unll look round among their feliow-creatures, they 
will find their, time rather too short, than too long, 
for the exercise of their compassion in alleviating 
the distresses of their neighbours: and they may, 
by these. means, be supplied with luxuries, which 
will never reproach them with time squandered 
away, or misspent in idleness or vice. 

Monro. 



No. XVI. 
Saturday, June 30, 1787". 

Oaudetque viam fecisae ndnl* Lucan, 

With a view, no doubt, of more deeply interesting 
our attention, it seems the practice of modem tra- 
gedy writers to aim at exciting terror by a general, 
yet indiscriminate recourse to the bowl and the 
dagger ; whilst, after exhausting the whc^ armory 
of the property room, the fifth act is frequently ac- 
celerated from the mere want of surviving person- 
ages to support the play. The modern hero of the 
drama, seems, as it were, profiessionally to cpns|cte.r 
killing as no murder; the rout of armies, the cap- 
ture of thousands, and the downfall of empires^ 
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forms the nauseous yet perpetual chit;-chat of the 
narrative. . However gross may be the deficiencies 
of ploty character, style, and language, incident 
pregnant with devastation and bloodshed is deemed 
a receipt in full for every excellence ; and in pro- 
portion as the ordinary standard of human actions 
is exceeded, the nearer, in the opinion of the author, 
the piece approaches to perfection. Such a conduct, 
however, betrays the greatest poverty of expedient, 
and not unfrequently defeats its own end, by exci- 
ting disgust instead of approbation. Nature deals 
in no such hyperboles ; to the credit of hersdf and 
the comfort of her creation, she as rarely shows hi 
the moral, world, a Nero, a Borgia, a Cromwell, or 
a Catiline, as she does in the natural, a comet or 
a hurricane, an. earthquake or an inundation. 
Whoever has cursorily turned over the dramatic 
works of Lee and Dryden, will acknowledge the 
justness of this charge. 

With uniform and unexampled characters, either 
of vice* or virtue in the extreme, the aggregate of 
mankind are little affected ; as they cannot come 
under their observation in real life, they have few 
clalnU to their notice, and none to their belief, in 
fictitious representations. Mixed characters alone 
come home to the minds of the multitude. The 
angelic qualities of a Grandison or a Harlowe are 
reflected but by the hearts of a few solitary indivi- 
duals ; whilst those of Jones find a never failing 
mirror in the greater part of mankind : at all 
events, if it is impossible to avoid verging to one 
extreme or the other, the side of virtue, it is 
hoped, is the most probable, and, therefore, the 
most proper of the two ; and 'wherever we al'e 
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tanpted by a stoiy, peculiarly adapted to the t 
Jduae, (carrying with it, at the. same time, »4 
dency of the terrible) it is the Imsioess of the 
to be most cautious in the selectioo, and todea 
death and destruction as reluctantly and as eel 
as the nature of the incidents wUl admit; 
cannot help concurring with Jonathan Wild io 
nion, that mischief is much too predons a cob 
dity to be squandered. 

The judiciously blending the lights and shad 
a character, so as to make the one necessarily 
suit from, and fall into, the other, oonstitutei 
of the most difficult brandies of the art; and ii 
works of common writers, it Is m vain we led 
an effect of the kind. To delineate, with exact 
the temporary lapse of the good from virtue to 
or those peculiar situations in which the vri 
man faulters in his career, and blushes to 
himself "staggering upon rirtue," demandi 
hand of a master. A character of unintem 
detestation can scarcely exist ; and when it I 
traded upon us, we have a right to questioi 
idrilities of him who drew it. The Satan of 
ton, though with a heart distended with pridej 
rejoicing in disobedience, when marshaUinf 
troops, (all of whom had forfeited heaven it 
cause) for the express purpose of confroathi] 
Almighty, betrays emotions almost incompi 
with his nature. They are singularly afiectiag 



hit eye* but cMt 
Signs of remorse and |»asBion, to behoU 
The fieUowt of his crime, the followers ntheir, 
(Far other once beheld in tdiss) condemn'd 
For sfTor now to hsre thdr lot in pain ; 
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for hfa. fault amerced 
Of hMr ri m , and ttmu eternal splendbn flnng 
For his xerol 



Uvktbeciiret: 

— «— ha now prepared 



To 

Thrioe he aaaay'd, and thrice, in tinte of ioom« 

Tiema, andiaa angela weep, tmnt forth^— — 

Nor Yarn VlrfjLl raffered the unnataral and abait* 

oiMBd Mezentias, equally the contemner of the 

ods And the enemy of roan, to leave ns without 

Belting some pity, however undeserved. The 

rfif wkh which he hears the death of his amiaUie 

m Lausus announced, and the eagerness with 

iSdi he instantly hastens to revenge it ; the mag* 

ikdity he discovers in his last words, in reply to 

lionts of ^neas ; aflbrd a fine relief to tliat hor* 

and detestation which the former part of his 

:BCter had previously excited: the whole is a 

tcr*piece in its Icind.* 

tke Medea of Euripides, one of tlie first per* 

wees antiquity has left us, it is the sum of the 

throughout, to make Medea an object of com* 

itSon ; and to this end, he has made a tender 

iremitted solicitude for the fate of her chil- 

ie leading featureof her character; and on 

ing the provocation on the one side with 

wge on the other, we shall find them by nO 

w line 83S to the eondusion of the 10th JBneid. 
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means dispropo|tioned. High-boin^ impatlep 
ardent in her attachment, with a sensibllitj 
blingly alive to feel her wrongs, and a spirit, i 
utmost to revenge them, she is still a tendc 
ther, though no longer a fond wife, and in 
respect perfectly human. For Jason, she ha 
salcen and betrayed her father and her eoi 
killed her brother Absyrtus — through his i 
she had been insulted by Creon, andbahishc 
Idngdom; Creon, the very man; whose dai 
C^!eusa had usurped her bed, and alienated tl 
fections of her husband. Yet every writer, wl 
employed himself on this subject since the 
banl, seems widely to have mistaken, or wilfii 
have departed, from what should have been 
model. Seneca, with some few slight ezdefi 
has divested her of every claim to pity ; Coi 
has done the same ; and Glover, a poet of our 
has left the blunder as he found it. Whoe 
desirous of being made acquainted with some 
most poignant struggles between the desire < 
venge and maternal affection, is more partic 
referred to this play.* 

ft may not be amiss to conclude these rei 
with a few extracts from a most excellent m 
performance, where the author has committ 
error, (of which he was probably sensible 
time) in order to avoid.exceeding, what he set 
have considered the regular boundaries of h 
depravity. 

In the last scene of the Revenge, wher 
dreadfvltinravelment of the plot takes place, th 

• See Medea, 1081, 1069, leM, dee. dke. 
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the Immediate agency of Zanga himself^ the follow- 
ing diwmatancpit are thus forcibly unfolded i 

Thy wife is guiltless ; tfaaf s &oe transport to me; 
And It I let thee know it. that's another: 
Xuiged Don Carlos to rerign his mistress; 
/ftM^ged the letter; J disposed the picture; 
I h«tod» I despised, and /destroy. 

By these aggravations of malevolence, the detes-^ 
tationof the audience is worked up to the highest 
pos^Ue pitch : in the subsequent part of tht^ scene, 
Alotazo is racked with a still fiirther discovery of 
the reasons that incited Zanga to revenge, fteak 
Zanga himself; in an agony of despair, he stabi 
himself, and dies ; and the poet concludes the j^iece 
with endeavouring to draw a shade over the cha- 
racter of the Moor, before he leaves him to the 
mercy of the spectator; and, by one speech, alms 
at an atonement for him, in opposition to the de- 
Idstatlon and disgust he had previoasly so success- 
fully excited. Zanga approaches the body, and thus 
speaks: 

Is this Alonao ? Where's his haughty mien ? 
Is that the hand which smote me i Heavens t how pale ! 
And art thou dead ? So is my enmity ; 
I wsr not with the dust : the great, the proud, 
Tlie oonquerar <tf Afric, was my foe. 
A lion preys not upon carcases. 
This was the (»Iy method to subdue me. 
Terror and douhtfidl on me; all thy good 
Now biases ; all thy guilt is in the grave. 
Never had man tudh ftineral i^lause; 
If I lament thee* sore thy worth was great. 
O Tengeance ! I have followed thee too ftr ; 
' And, to receive me^ Hell blows all her Area. 
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- Zaoga might here, with propriety, rcitc 
YoQDg the very words which were p«t 
numth in addressing Alonzoi ^'Christii 
mistaliest my character." 

For these symptoms of repentance an 
which he here discovers, in aclinowled( 
having gone too great lengths in his pnrtv 
venge, and that he had followed vengeance 
acei totally out of place, and nnnatnral; 
against the tenets of that religion which h 
posed to profess, and the practice and ek 
his country, which consider a contrary oo 
eminently meritorioas. The plain mle oi 
should certainly, to have completed the pic 
heen here strictly adhered to : 



>— -Serretur ad imum 
QutiiM Mb inoepto procecierit, aut libi comitet* 



H 
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Saturday, July 7, 1787. 



Est natuia hominum novitatU avida. 

That with respect of news, as well as oi 
Man is a thirsty soul, we are taught in tt 
of my motto, at the very first entrance on 
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mentary studies. Cariosity is the appetite of the 
mind : it must be satisfied, or we perish. 

Among the improvements, therefore, of modem 
times, there is none on which I find more reason to 
oongratuUte my countrymen, than the increase of 
linowledge by the multiplication of newspapers. ' 
With what a mixture of horror and commiseratkm 
do we now look back to that period in our history, 
when, as it is said, a written letter came down once 
a wieek to the coffee-house, where a proper person, 
with a clear and strong voice, was pitched upon to 
read it aloud to the company assembled upon the 
occasion 1 How earnestly did they listen! How 
greedily did they suck down every drop of intelli- 
gence that fell within their reach I Happy the mbti 
who carried off but half a sentence ! It was his 
emj^oyment, for tbQ rest of the evening, to imagine 
what the other half might have been. In days like 
these, there was, indeed, (if we may use the ex- 
pression) " a famine in the land ;" and one won- 
ders how people contrived to keep body and soul 
Uigether. 
The provbion at present made for us is ample. 
Iiere are morning papers for breakfast ; there are 
rening papers for supper ;— I beg pardon— I mean 
nner$ and, lest, during the interval, wind should 
t into the stomach, there is, I believe, I know 
)re was — a paper published by way of luncheon, 
mt noon. That fanaticism may not overwhelm 
and that profane learning may be duly mingled 
h EaCredf there is, also, a Sunday gazette; 
?b removes one objection formerly urged, and, 
iy, not without reason, against the observation 
eday, -^ 
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Some Itsfv couplained, that to read i 
newspapers, aod compare them accnrately to| 
as it is oeoesnuy to do, before a right judgmc 
he formed of the state of things in general, is 
to be a Tery laborious task, which whoeve 
forms properly, can do nothing else. An* 
sboold he ? Perhaps, he has nothing else 
perhaps, if he had, he would not do it; o 
baps, if he liad not this to do, he woald be i 
chief: the complaint springs from a very cr 
indolence, tlie child of peace and wealth. N 
knows what may be done within the compi 
day till he tries: fortune favours the brav 
him buckle to the work, and despair of no 
the more difficulty, the more honour. The 
nians, we are told, spent their time only ** if 
ing or telling some new thing.'* Would h 
to spend his time l>etter than the Athenians 

It has been thought, that tradesmen ao 
ctrs may spend too much of their time in 
ployment, to the neglect of their own r 
■occupations : but this can be thought onl; 
as have not considered, that to ao Englis' 
eoantry is every thing. Self is swallowe 
oaght to be, in patriotism ; or, to born 
astical language, the constitution is h' 
his own business can only be regarded ' 
oi ti eom$nettdam, on which, if he cast 
aad then, as he happens to pass tha 
aimndantly sufficient. 

The spirit of defamation, by which 
iajoften possessed, has now found itf 
in the diversity of them : for though 
may read that he himself is a sconi 
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wife no better than she should be to-day, he will 
be rare to read that both of them are very good 
sort of people to-morrow. In the same manier» 
if one paper, through mistake or design, hill hk 
Arieod, there is another ready to fetch him to life; 
ngy, if he have good lock in the order of his read* 
ing, he may be informed that his friend is alive 
tiffin before he had perused the account of his 
death. 

The expense of advertising in so many differest 
newspapers, may, perhaps, be deemed a hardsMp^ 
upoa anthors : but then they have, in return, the 
comfort of reflecting, what benefactors they are ttt 
the revenue ; besides, how easy is it for them to 
balance the account, by printing with a large type, 
doe space between the lines, and a broad margin ! 
Great advantage may be obtained by throwing tlieir 
compositions into the form of letters, which may 
be as short as they please ; and a reader of delicacy 
thinks, the shorter the better. A letter of six 
lines is a very decent letter: it may begin at the 
bottom of one page, and end at the top of the next ; 
so that eight parts in ten of what the reader pnr» 
chases, consist of blank paper : his eye is agreeably 
relieved ; and if the paper be good for any thing, he 
haa» upon the whole, no bad bargain. 

lliat the vehicles of inteliigenoe, numenms ai 
they are, yet are not too nvmerons, appears, be* 
cause there is news for them all, there arepttfw 
chasers for all, and advertisements for all : these 
tut not only afford aid to government, and are 
pretty reading, but sometimes have an infloeMe 
VpoD the important affidrs of the world, which It 
not known, or even suspected. 
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'r Noeyent, of latter tiawf, has more astonislied 
mankind^ than the taddeii downfall of the Jesuits ; 
and yarioot causes have Jbeen assigned for it. I am 
l^ppy that it is in my power, hy means of a corre* 
s pp a den tat Rome, who was in the secret, tofiirnish 
Hy readers with a tme one: — an anecdote, which/! 
bdieve, has never before transpired. . . 

' It was owing, then, to an advertisement in an 
English newspaper, wiiich passed over to the conti- 
oent, and, by some means or other^ found its way 
to the Vatican. I remember, perfectly wi^, to 
have'Tead the advertisement at the time, and to 
have noted it down in my adversaria, as I am wont 
to do when any thing strikes me in a particular 
manner. It ran thus t 

. ** John Haynes, of St. Clements, Oxford, begs 
leave to inform the public, that he alone possesses 
(he true art of " making leather breechesjii eatyj* 

, As the newspaper containing the advertisement, 
eame'from Oi^ord, his Holiness and their Emi* 
nences immediately saw, that in these last words 
was conveyed a keen though covert satire upon the 
loote cfUuMry of the sons of Loyola. A consistory 
\yas.called, and Oanganelli formed his resolution : 
•^wfaat fqllowed, all the world knows. 

I thought it but justice to my worthy friend 
Haynes, to mention thus much ; and, as by thf^io- 
troduction of fustian, his trade has long been ujkri 
the decline, I would hope that every good proles- 
tant will forthwith bespeak a pair of leather 
breeches (and pay for them when brought home) ^f 
a man who has given such a blow to popery, and 
had the address to effect what the PrwineUULeiieri 
attempted in vain. 
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. Frotn this instant^ it is evident, ■ that we ought 
to read all newspapers^ contitry as well as town, on 
which we can lay oar hatids; for we know niot 
what we may have lost by missing any one o( 
tlieni. This enlarges the sphere of our researches, 
and the imagination riots in the delicious prospect. 
The journals printed at the two universities must 
siways have an especial claim to our attention. 

• I was seized, a few years ago, at a considerable 
distance from our Alma Mater, with a violent fever. - 
James's powder ceased to be of service ; the physi- 
dan of the place, who had been called in, shook his 
-heiBd ; and I began to think I should never more be- 
hold St. Mary's spire, and Radcliffe's library. I 
was almost speechless, bnt endeavoured, fron) time 
to time, as well as I could, to articulate the word 
Jadnon. My attendants concluded me delirious, 
tnd heeded not what I said ; till a lad, who tra- 
fdled as my servant, coming accicientally into the 
room, exclaimed eagerly, that he would be hanged 
if his master did not mean the Oxford newspaper. 
li was fetched by express, and I made signs that it 
duNild be read. The effect was a kindly perspira- 
tion, followed by a gentle sleep, from which I 
. awoke with my fever abated, and felt myself greatly 
■ refreshed indeed^ I continued mending. On the 
Saturday following, ** the julep, as before," was 
repeated ; and on Monday 1 arose, and pursued my 
Jonniey. 

There is one alignment in favour of a multiplicity 
of newspapers, which I do not remember to have 
met with ; namely, that no man is ever satisfied 
with another man's reading a newspaper to him ; 
bnt the moment it is laid down, he takes it up, and 



reads it over again. It is a]»ol«tdj neeci 
therefore, that each ihmild hare a newsp^ 
himsdfy and so diange ronnd, till every pa^ 
have been read by every person* 

A question has sometimes been debated om 
ing the best time for reading newapapers i 
sinrelyy the proper answer to it la, ** read tha 
moment yon can get them." For my own p 
always dry my paper npon my kneea, and 
shift to piclc ont a few arUclcs during the open 
It has been iiancied, that by reading of thia U 
a morning (the season marlced ont for it sIm 
Palmer's regulation of the post), the head 
young academic besomes so filled vrith an 1m 
geneous mixture of trash, that he is fit for fioH 
bu t - bon a verbay^Ftdv and softly, my good f| 
Why should we not talce up the matter at the 
end, and say, rather, his nund Is so eaqiaBded 
rich variety of new ideas, that he Is fit foi^ 
thing? 

I shall conclude this speculation ^th obsei 
that we hate just cause to be thankftil for tht 
bert>f newspapers dispersed among us> riooi 
little time, nothing else will be read; U 
nearly agreed by all perisons of the ton, thai ! 
all men of sense and taste, that rdlg^on Is a 
virtue a himdtUe, and learning a tear, 

BiSBop H 
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No. XVIII. 
SATURDAYy JlTLY 14, 1787* 



T ip ui 0iBX TCVum veteres eedn^ poete; 
AtawUiimtinpui quit negat eut bitax ? 



Anmu 

Of .ISatiNic time old poets rhj^ne. 
But dm U« surely. Drinking titne. 

A0AIM8T drnnkeimess there are, perhaps, do argu- 
menti ao stroog as those which may be collected 
from, the aoiigs of Bacchanals. We are dissuaded 
^ma it by the moralist, who rep^-esents it as the 
fitadoatloii of a Siren, which wins ns over to vice, 
by sqbdniiig our reason ; and we are invited to it 
by die tODg of the Bacchanal, as something which 
1^ lootbe oar cares ; inspire ns with joys vehement. 
If not permanent; and banish from our minds the 
fify and the troubles of life. The former seems to 
wBk that this vice has so many allurements, as to 
Hp^re his cautions against our being seduced by 
it ; and the latter, that it has so few, as to stand 
in need of liis recommendation of it. 

Fcenndi calioet quern non fec^ disertum ? 
Contcactft quern non in panpertate solutum i 

Horace^ 

Wine cui to poverty content dispense, / 
Or tip tiM ftanunoring toBgue with eloquenoe. 

VOL. I. O 
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In reasoning, these words will go no forther tban 
to prove, that he who is poor, may, by drinkingy 
become in imagination rich ; or that he who stam- 
mers, may, by the same expedient, find the tempo- 
rary nse of his tongue, liie man who is not poor 
then will recollect, that he stands in no need of 
such a receipt ; and he who does not stammer, will 
thinlE that remedy unnecessary which was intended 
to cure a disease by which he is not aflSicted. I 
can, moreover, inform them, upon pretty good au- 
thority, that this medicine has maide many a rich 
man poor, and deprived many an orator of his 
speech. 

Drunkenness is further recommended to vs as 
the inspirer of courage, — In praslio irudii inernm», 
— ^it thrusts the unarmed man to battle.— Tliat it 
has this effect, is, I believe, very true, and ck) much 
the worse for the unarmed man. The testimony of 
a black eye, or a bloody nose, the frequent off- 
springs of a drunken frolic, are striking proofs, 
that to go unarmed to batde is no great mark of 
wisdom or desirable courage. 

There are many persons in the world, who mea- 
sure a man's qualities by his capacity to hold wine; 
the religion of these good people is a bottle of port, 
their wit a thump on the back, and their Jokes, 
upon the whole, no laughing matter. They are, 
however, so honest, and so disagreeable, that a 
reasonable man will do any thing to serve them, and 
any thing to avoid their company. I may, perhaps. 
Incur the charge of being eu^ous, when I declare, 
that I have very little satisfaction in the presence of 
him whose only boast is, that he is a bett^. man 
than myself by two bottles. Wine, however, in- 
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spires confidence, wit, and eloquence ; that is, it 
changes modesty to impudence, ingrafts the art of 
joking npon dulness, and malted a story*teUer of a 
fool. ' While these qualifications are worth attun- 
ing, I would have sobriety considered as a vulga- 
rity, if not stigmatised as a vice; but when that 
ceases to he the case, I hope the liberal spirit of 
tolerating principles, which is so much the fashion 
of the age, ^11 allow a moderate man, without in- 
famy, to say, *' I would rather not get very drunlc 
to-day .". Indeed, I have reason to believe this 
might be brought to pass, having seen a gentleman, 
with great politeness, excused from taking his 
wine, upon his producing a testimony from his phy- 
sician, that he then laboured under a violent fever; 
or a certificate from churchwardens of the parish, 
properly authenticated, to testify that his aunt was 
dead. 

I have often supposed, that there must be some 
disgrace or impropriety in habitual drunkenness, 
from the many excuses which are framed by per- 
sons who indulge themselves in it. I know a fond 
couple (fond, I mean, of liquor) who are continu- 
ally, " from eve to morn, from mom to dewy eve," 
deloging their thirsty souls in gin and water. — ^Mr. 
Morgan excuses himself, because he has lost money 
in the alley; and poor Mrs. Morgan complains of a 
perpetual coldness at her stomach. Some people 
find an ^excuse for drinking in the loss of their wives, 
in which they are happily aided by the proverb, 
that ** Sorrow is dry." Others drink to dissipate 
tlie cares and solicitudes of matrimony; and 
g/^erSg because they cannot be admitted to a por- 
tion of sacb cares and solicitudes. Suflident aipi- 



^ 



must nare nours oi reiaxaiion, anaa nrst mm 
footman those of entertainment : to accoi 
which, the former has a right, if he pleases, 
*' drunk as a piper }" and the latter, by the 
rule, " dmnk as a lord." 
FVom the proverbial phrase, which I ha^ 
^ ^[ occasion to quote, " drunk as a piper," and 

circumstances, I am led to conjecture, th 
science of drinking has been cultivated with 
cular success among musicians. 



■ if.- 

if 
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Qoeis liqttidam pater 
Vocem cum cithar^ dedit. 



To whom Apollo has given. 



1 

V ^ To whet their whistle, and handle the lyre. 

H 
iji| ' The great man, whose musical talenta i 

;i:i nually noised in Westminster Abbey, waa 

'; the votary of Bacchus than of Apollo ; and 

r late newspaper we learn, that Mr. Abel, tb 

4 brated performer, amidst the joys of wine^ 

I being little skilled in our language, or having 

until he was unable to speak any, caught 

vioi de Oamba, and with great execution anc 

bvmour obliged the company with the stor 

Fevre. Such a story so told to a man of qn 

prehenidon, a good car^ and toleraUy dnuUc 
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no doubt, have prored a recreation interesting and 
entertaining. Yet I cannot but rejoice, that there 
are many people in the worid who sUU continue to 
lue thu old way of telling stories by word of month, 
and who can join in a conFertfatiqd without think- 
ing It necessary to hare recourse to F iAarp. 

I am, however, no judge of these matters, and 
thinly it right to confess that I am no musidao ; 
and that the enthusiastic raptures of a drunken 
fiddler convey to my mind no ideas of the true sub- 
lime. 

Those great geniuses who are not thoroughly sa^ 
tisfled with being vicious, unless they can find pre- 
cedents for their vice, may drink on under the 
sanction and authority of Alcseus, Aristophanes, 
aud Ennius. Duiness may still plead a right to 
this indulgence, because the unsteady principles of 
heathen morality did not stigmatise it in Cato. I 
have already produced examples, under which all 
musicians, poets, satirists, and great wits, may 
shelter themselves ; and I will undertake to furnish 
the same kind of license for the barbers, the den- 
tists, the carpenters, the glaziers, or any other or- 
der of men who will depute an embassy to call upon 
me : — I shall only request, in return, that they will 
aUow me a trifling consideration in their respective 
minches. I shall stipulate for a triple bob-msjor, 
wanse Demosthenes shaved his head ; and to 
tve my teeth drawn, because that orator had an 
ipediment in his speech ; I must have a wooden 
% tiecause Agesilaus was lame ; and a pair of 
aa eyes, because Homer was blind. I shall at 
It be supplied with as rational apologies for my 
irmity, as they will for their drunkenness | aiid> 
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in process of time, I liave no doabt, bat it will be 
ooosidered as highly ornamental to \)e iNdd.pated, 
flattering, limping, and l>lear-eyed. - > 

To say nothing of the immorality of dranken- 
ness, I cannot look upon it as the accomplishment 
of a gentleman. It seems to me to be in the same 
dass of polite sciences with quoits, cock-fighting, 
tobacco-chewing, and quarter-staff. 

If we examine the character of Falstaff, in. whom 
all the bewitching qualities.of a professed drunkard 
are exhibited, we shall find it such a one as few 
would willingly think like themselves. He has DOt 
only wit himself, but is the cause of it in other 
men« He manifests much good humour in bearing 
the raillery of others, and great qriickness in re- 
torts of his own. He drinks much ; and, while he 
enumerates the qualities of your true sherris, he 
skilfully commends what he drinks. Yet the same 
character is as strongly represented to us, a para- 
site, an unseasonable joker, a liar, a coward, and 
a dishonest man. 

There are, perhaps, some few circumstances un- 
der which the liberal use of wine may be more 
easily excused; but, while we furnish palliatives 
for vice, we only multiply the means to cheat our- 
selves. 

I shall conclude this paper with a fSew remarks 
on the character of the drunkard, from a pleasant 
writer • of the last century : — 

" A drunkard (says he) is in opinion a good fel- 
low, in practise a living conduit ; his viftes are like 
errata in the latter end of a fsUse coppie, they point 

* John Stephens the youoger* of Lincoln's Inn, l(il9% 
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the way to vertne by setting dowiie the contrary. 
There is some affinity betwixt him and a chame- 
lion ^ he feeds upon ayre, for he doth eate his word 
familiarly. He cannot run fast enough to pro^e a 
good footman : foi* ale and beere (the heaviest ele- 
ment next earth) will overtake him. His nose, the 
most innocent, beares th6 corruption of his other 
senses folly ; from it may bee gathered the emblem 
of one falsely scandal'd, for U not offending is co- 
lomably punish'd. A beggar and bee are both of 
one stocke, but the beggar clums antiquity. The 
beggar l)egs that he may drink, and hath his mean- 
ing ; the other drinks that he may beg, and shall 
have the true meaning shortly," &c. 

Monro. 
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Saturday, July 21, 1787. 

Rudis indigestaque moles. 

Many of my readers will, perhaps, compare this 
day's provision to the Saturday's dinner of a nota- 
ble housewife, composed of beef-steaks, and the 
fragments of the week. I wish them rather to con- 
sider it as an entertainment, to the furnishing of 
which the presents of my friends have principally 
contributed, and wherein it only remains for me 
to place the dishes on the table. 
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To ike jimkor ^th$ Olkk PoMim. 

Dear Sir^ 

1 BE a bakei^ ilanghtery Rod, to tdtt ]p(M the tratk, 
to amch in lore yoa can't thhik. Now^ sir, as yoa 
seems to be a grare sort of a gentieman, I dans to 
say yov can read the hand, cast natirltlea, tdl lor- 
tanes, and all that. What now do you think, dt^ 
1 will give yoD, if so be that you wUl tell me tbr 
certain whether or no I shall have Dick ? why fonr- 
teen kisses^ and that's a baker's dozen yon know; 
and so no more from yowrSy till I'm married. 

Patty Penntless. 

To this fadr lady the author of the 011a Podrida 
has only to reply, that he is not a conjurer, nor 
indeed does he wear a wig. However, by consnlt- 
ing his books, he has discovered a few negative 
maxims, by the observance of which his corre- 
spondent may have Dick if Dick be worth her 
having.— Should he be extravagant in the praise 
uf her beauty, she is advised not to believe him; 
should he offer her a green gown, not to accept ML 
In the disposal of her baker's dozens, not to hi 
profuse ; and, moreover, not to be any person's dB 
she is married, not even her well-wisher's, and so 
BO more. 

Taratalla. 
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To the Author of the Olia Podrida. 

OOD Sir, 

I to old soldier, and thongh I say it, bare seen 
kJU as much hard service as any man, and have 
ally fought as long as I had limbs to support 
My legs, sir, which at this present writing 
DO less than fourteen hundred English miles 
ider, are buried (for aught 1 Isnow) in two dif. 
nl quarters of the globe, and will, alas I never 
s each other again. I have a hand, sir, in two 
kt kingdoms, whose names, for politic reasons, 
ink proper at present to conceal, and only add, 
. it is no impossible thing for a man to be in 
country, and at the same time to have a hand 
nother. Such is my situation, sir, that I am 
It close like a Buckinghamshire poUard, and 
i hardly a twig left upon my trunk. Now, sir, 
« is a knot of merry gentlemen in our neigh- 
rhood, who, forsooth, baring legs and arms of 
rown natural growth, are pleased to be consi- 
ibly witty on what is kft of me, and not unfre- 
lUy extend their pleasantry to the ascititious 
iches which are engrafted upon me. I request, 
«l^ the medium of your .paper, sir, that you 
Inform these wags, that my arms and legs are 
ltd from the same piece, and not of different 
U of timber, as they have maliciously reported ; 
tliat although I wear my common crab- trees 
KHumon occasions, I have a psur of best maho- 
f supporters for red-letter days and Sundays. I 
the more desirous of their being informed of 

o2 
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these particulars, as I pay my addresses to a well 
fiivoared middle-a{;ed lady of some fortune in tli 
Tillage : and I woidd have yon, her, them, and a 
the world to know, that I never was so ill-hred i 
to pay her any compliment on my cosnmoa h§ 
nor did I ever fentnre upon a sahite hot npon bh 
hogany. I am informed hy my man who takcaa 
to pieces, and pats me together again every idgl 
and morning, that these merry men stick at ■$ 
thing to ridicule me. If yOo wonld take my pn 
agidnst the sad dog», yon wonld very mnch oM| 
an old general, who hath, yon find, long since bd 
down his arms, and is no longer able to lift ip 
hand against any coward who presumes npon U 
incapability to affhmt him. 

John Cbop. 

I hope I have taicen the most efibctnal metliod i 
remedy Mr. Crop's grievances, by stating Ids ai 
count of them. 

Monro.— Citop'^ Letter by LsTCEarrEa. 



To the Author of the Oiia PodHda, 

Sir, 
It has pleased Providence to Iwild this voisfll ( 
mine of such crazy materials, that abiast^rtw 
of vmd from the east north-east quite overacts m 
No sooner does the weathercock which la ereete 
on the cupola of my pigeon-house point at eaa 
but the rheumatic pains, pins and needlea, ctaaiipi 
jcnnt aches, pfaiches, eonUfwtions, twingety andtk 
sciatica, attack me in aB myquart^v. Whetbi 
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our l>«liet^ which, I caonet hdp sometimes think* 
iag, m» nade for atany tmiB, toigns, wad pttr* 
poses, whereof we eve ait present ignorant, may not 
serve at iass and boitinf-i^^ ^or swarms of in- 
sects whidi are at such times on their journey to 
■nknDwn vegioas, or whether these piercing l^ts 
hring down upon us wretched mortals nnmberlesi 
ififi^le speavs, arrows, knives, and awords, whicb 
acted vpon hy t^ loroe of the wind, sheath them- 
selves deep in oar muscles, bones, and Joints, I 
must leave sir to yon and the learned world to de- 
termine. These ills very frequently put my thoughts, 
as well as limbs, to the raclc, to discover their real 
springs and causes, and I often meditate upon this 
matter, until conceits of no very common shape and 
form are most equivocally generated in my pericra- 
nium. Sometimes I fancy that these guests bring 
with them on their wings a very peculiar s^iecies of 
aniwalcnla, which, lighting on this our fleshly ha- 
bitation, creep in lil^e bats and Jack-daws into old 
castk w«Us throngfa unnumbered and imperceptible 
chinks, fissures, and crannies of our rimose and 
iimpled carcases, where, when they have got in, 
they keep a great stir-about in quarrelling, fight- 
log, and making kwe ; In bnildiog nests, and de- 
positing eggs, the productions of which, after we 
have been some time .buried in the earth, leave us 
withoat an ounce of flesh toeover us. Hiese are 
strange chimaeras, sir, and make me tremble from 
head to foot in my great chair. But, sir, while I 
know my house is to be swallowed down by an 
earthquake, the cert^nty of my being out of it, 
•With aU my treasures and valuables safe and sound, 
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wlien this acddent happeni, gives me anvnspeak- 
able pleasure, and a comfort al my very heart. 
I am^ sir, your humble servant, 

Jeremy Crazybones. 

The whimsical philosophy of Mr. Crazybones 
seems to me to border ou that pleasant melancholy 
hnmour which sober rationality sometimes deno- 
minates madness. When It is properly ascertained 
that he is harmless, and in good bodily health, I 
shall endeavour to prescribe a medicine for bfaa 
which may serve to dissipate those chimseras which 
make him tremble so in his armchair. 



To the Author of the Olla Podrida. 

Dear Sir, 
l^E Spectator and others have always thought pro- 
per to famish the public with some description of 
their persons and domestic qualities. ' I wish you 
likewise would communicate to your readers, whe- 
ther you are a tall or a short man ; an horseback- 
breaker, or a pantaloon ; whether you wear a wig, 
or your own hair, and talk much or little ; with 
such other interesting particulars, descriptive (A 
your character and appearance. I suppose you are 
neither a sloven nor a coxcomb. — Pray, sir, are yoi 
a bachelor or a married man ? 

Yours, &c. 

MiNUTIUS. 

For Information In all these interesting partici< 
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I shall refer Minutius to a view of myself. If 
any skill in physiognomy, he will discover 
f thing he wishes, when I inform him, he may 
me any morning, between five and six, going 
ird Joe Pullen's tree. He will know me by 
«d waistcoat, and a pipe in my month. 



To the Author of the Olla Podrida, 

TS a strong desire to see my writings in print, 
gh at present I have nothing to say. — I wish, 
ever, you would insert this in some comer of 
paper, and you will much oblige 

Richard Brief. 
ONRO.— CRAZVBONE&' Letter by Leycester. 



No. XX. 

Saturday, July 28, 1787. 

To the Author of the Olla Podrida, 
Falsus honot Juvat. 

rendling is the love of superiority in the hu- 
breast, that the most strange and ridiculous 
IS are set up for it, by those who have no real 
t to o^Ter. It is, indeed, absurd enough to va- 
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lae oneself for bodily perfectkms, or'netttal pdw 
both being totally the gift of the Sapreme Bd 
without the least merit on onr part. Nor Is 1 
consequence, arrogated from illnstrtoQs bixtb; 
all justifiable, i^ce the proof of possessing It < 
not arise higher than probability : all ladies ire 
Susannahs, nor all servants Josephs. But snp| 
it allowed ; a good man does not want that ai 
tion ; aud to a bad one, the Tirtues of his anoes 
r.re a standing reproach. A lower kind of imp 
ance is frequently assumed from the excellene 
one's domestic animals, sudi as a fine pad 
hounds, staunch pointers, or fleet horses, fi 
the arrogator of their merit has neither h 
chosen, nor taught them ; and has had no 
concern' with them, than simply paying the ; 
chase-money. How excellently does Dr. Ym 
in his Universal Passion, draw and expose a < 
racter of this kind \ 

The 'squire is proud to see his courser strain. 
Or well breathed beagles swe^ along the plain. 
Say, dear Hippolytus, (whose drink is ale. 
Whose erudition is a Christmas tale« 
Whose mistress is saluted with a smack. 
And Ariend received with thumps upon the back,) 
When thy sleek gelding nimbly leaps the mound. 
And Ringwood opens on the tainted ground. 
Is that thy praise? let Ringwood's fame alone; 
Just Ringwood leaves each animal his own. 
Nor envies when a gipsy you commit. 
And shake the clumsy bench with country wit; 
When you the dullest of dull things have said, 
Asd then ask pardon Stx the jest you made. 

But of all the ridiculous pretensions to pre* 
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nence^ tiMt arisiag from the place of one's resi- 
ffenot seems tlie most foolish ; and nothing is more 
oettjnoB, and that not limited to conatrics, pro- 
fiaoee^ or cities^ bot is regularly extended to the 
difeieMt ports <^ this town of London, and enea 
to the seferal stories of a house. The appdlatioo 
of co8iitry4ioo)^ is very ready in the month ef 
every dthen and apprentice, who f^els an ima- 
ginary soperiority from linng in the metropolis) 
aad asy ^ne wlio has seen London ladies of the 
■^ddOing order, in a conatry church, must have 
oliservedy that there they fail not to display a con- 
temptnoiis eonsequence founded ou their coming 
Ijrom that town. 

London is divided into the suburbs, city, aad 
eoart, or, as it is styled, east of Temple Bar, and 
^othir end of the ioums and again subdivided into 
VHUiy degrees and districts, each in a regular cli- 
max ceoferrfakg ideal dignity and precedency. The 
inhabitants of Kent-street and St. Giles's are 
mentioned by those of Wapping, Whitechapel, Mile- 
end, and the Borough of Southwark, with sovereign 
contempt; vidiilst a Wappineer, a MHe-ender, and 
a Boroughniau, are terms proverlHally used, aibout 
the Exchange and Fenchurch-street, to express aa 
Inferior order of beings; nor do the rich citizens 
of Lombard-street ever lose the opportunity of re- 
tailing the joke of a Whitechapel fortune. The 
same contempt is expressed for, tlie cits inhabiting 
the environs of the Royal Exchange, or residing 
within the sound of Bow-b^, St. Bennetts Sheer- 
hog, Pudding-laine, and Bk>w-bladder-street, by the 
iafinrior retainers of the law in Chancery-lane^ 
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Hatton-garden, aod Bedford-row ; and these again 
are considered as people liyiug totally out of the 
polite circle hy the dwellers in Sobo, and the 
aspiring tradesman settled in Bloomsbary, Qqeen's, 
and Red-Lion-squares, in the first flight from their 
coanting-hooses in Thames-street, Billingsgate, 
and Mark-lane. The new colonies about Oz£Md- 
street sneer at these would-be people of fiEishion, 
and are in their turns despised by those whose 
happier stars have placed them in Pall Mall, St 
James's, CaTcndish, and Portman-squares. Thuf 
it is, taking tlus criterion of pre-eminence in a ge- 
neral view : but to descend to a smaller scale, the 
lodger in the first floor scarcely deigns to return 
the bow of the occupier of the second in the same 
house, who, on all occasions, makes himself amends 
by speaking with the utmost contempt of the garret- 
tetfrs over head, with many shrewd jokes on skg 
parlours. The precedency between the garret and 
the cellar seems evidently in favour of the former, 
garrets having time out of mind been the residence 
of the literati, and sacred to the Muses : it is not, 
therefore, wonderful that the inhabitants of those 
sublime regions should think the renters of cellars, 
independent of a pun, much below them. 

Besides the distinctions of altitude, there is that 
oi forward and backward, I have heard a lady, 
who lodged in the fore room of the second, story, 
on being asked after another who lodged in the same 
house, scornfully describe her by the appellation of 
" the woman living in the back room." 
• Polite situations not only confer dignity on the 
parties actually residing on them, but also, by ema- 
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nations of gentility, in gome measure ennoble the 
vicinity;, thus persons living in any of the baclc 
lines or courts near one of the polite squares or 
Streets^ may tack them to their address, and tbereiiy 
somewhat add to their consequence. I once knew 
fitdsmethod practised with great success by a person 
who lodged in a court in Holbom, who constantly 
added to his direction, << opposite the ^uke of fied- 
UitA% Bloomsbury-square." 

To prevent disputes respecting the superiority 
befe treated of, I have, with much impartiality, 
trouble, aftd severe study, laid down a soit of table 
of precedency, and marshalled the usual places of 
rertdence in their successive order, beginning with 
the loWest. first, then, of those who occupy only 
a pert of a tenement, stand, the holders of stalls, 
riieds, and cellars^ to them succeed the residents in 
garrets, whence we gradually descend to the second 
and first floor, the dignity of each story being in 
the inverse ratio of its altitude; it being always 
remembered, that those dwelling in the fore part of 
the house take place of the inhabitants of the same 
elevation renting the back rooms ; the ground 
floor, if not a shop or a warehouse, ranks with the 
second story. Situations of houses I have ar- 
ranged in the following order: passages, alleys, 
conns, streets, rows, places, and squares. My 
reason for these arrangements, I may, perhaps, 
give on a future opportunity. 

As a comfort to those who might despond at 
seeing their lot placed in a humiliating degree, 
let them consider, that all but the first situations 
are capable of promotion ; and that an Inhabitant 
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of a yard or court may, without moving, find him- 
•df a dweller in a street. Many instances of this 
have rery lately occurred. Does any one now hesi- 
tate to tsi\k of Fludyer and Crown-streets, Westmin- 
ster ? and yet both were, not long ago, simply Axe* 
yard and Crown-court, from wliich they have been 
ndsed to their present dignity, without passing 
through the intermediate rank of lanes. In the 
same manner Hedge-lane is become Whitcombe* 
street ; and Cumberland-court takes the title of 
MUfiotil-place ; and Cranboum-alley has experi- 
enced a similar elemtion ; and any one, that should 
chance to call it less than Craoboom-street, would 
risk something more than abuse from the ladies 
of the quilting frame, and sons of the gentle craft 
resident there. I'^bum-road has been- cretted 
Oxford-street; and Leicester-fields honoured with 
the rank, style, and title of Leicester^square. 

Grose. 
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No. XXI. 

Satvrday, August 4, 1787. 

Ocrrif 8f SiajSoXiouf irst$iTcu rnj^y, 
Htoi nwiipoe catTOf tm rttg rpovHS 
H warrmraff't wcutufw yHtf/uqir t^f f« 

v1k> willingly extends his credulity to the belief of 
calumnies, is a wicked man or tool* 

AT sacred weapon, Satire, so seldom falls into 
xU able to wield it with fortitude and discretioD, 
tt If we examine tlie characters of those who 
re arrogated to themselves the office of stigma- 
ing nee, the result of our labours will oftentimes 
rrt disappointment and regret. 
STet, as not every disappointment is without 
ne usefal lesson, it may not, perhaps, be quite 
profitable to offer a few cursory remarks upon 
ne of those writers who have passed through 
s world under the denomination of Satirists. 
To fix a period from which satire may be sup- 
led have had its beginning, is to date the origin 
that whose enstence is coeval with the nature 
man. The manners of all times have furnished 
iterials for the pen of the satirist; and writers 
all nations have discovered either their integrity 
the proper use of it, or their malevolence in the 
Mtitutiou of it. That Homer gave snffideot 
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[ proofs of his abilities to become a powen 

we have heard in his Margites, and wi 
la his character of Thersites. 

The different regulations of the Gre 

have been accurately and frequently state 

is therefore unnecessary to give a very i 

count of what every one is, or may be, f 

acquainted with. In consequence of the 

satire produced into public by Cratinns a 

H was decreed that no one should name 

[' the stage. Under these restrictions wrc 

I der and PlulemoUy with the chastity 

style, and the purity of whose sentiment 

reason to lament that we cannot be i 

l mately acquainted. To them succeed 

1 phanes, upon whom his biographical 

I has been able to heap no other coou 

I than such as is due to the misappUcatic 

ties, which might have been serviceable t 

i| try and creditable to himself. 

[' Let the reader of Aristophanes divest 

his Indioation to become acquainted witl 

toms of the Greeks, and the niceties of 

I, 8vage» and he will find little in that autl 

^ to mi^ him a wiser or a better man. 

baldly Is considered as the perfection 

long shall we look for a model in Arii 

while the malicious exercise of superior i 

commendable, so long shall Aristophane 

\ mended* The humour of this writer ij 

j low, and frequently obscene; his ridic 

I being misapplied, rather disgusts his re 

idUfiei Ins object ; and that odium, wfai 

wickedness of hii heart he would heap 
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•ther^ falls with justice upon himself. When we 
ansider the reputed elegance even to a proverb of 
le Athenians, it is not without astonishment that 
re mark the consequence of his plays ; scarce less 
I18D itrfatuatidn seems to have actuated the minds 
f his audience. By means of his worthless ri-' 
aldry, the finger of scorn was pointed against 
BfldiylnB, Euripides, and Sophocles; and to Ms 
Ml eiBcacions calumny Socrates paid the tribute 
P his life. Plutarch, in his comparison between 
listophanes and Menander, observes of the for- 
ler, ** that his language is tumid, full of stage trick 
Bd iUiberality, which is never the case with Me- 
inder-^-llie man of science is offended, and vuU 
irity delighted. He, however, obtained popularity 
f exercising his wit against the tax-gatherers : he 
I remarkable/' adds he, *' for having so distri- 
Bled his speeches, that there is no difference whe- 
ler a father speaks or a son, a rustic or a deity, 
I old man 6r a hero. In Menander it is directly 
[ipotite/' But the violence with which Plutarch 
mdemns (he writings' of Aristophanes, may, per- 
ipB, discover that his judgment was somewhat 
imed by his indignation agfunst the author, 
bm for, however, on all sides will be readily^ 
loted ; that could the fate of Menander and Ari- 
Bphanes have been reversed, it is probable, comedy 
Mid have found a standard of taste instead of a 
ceedent for licentiousness, and, using such exam- 
e, wdnld have proved herself the mirror of truth 
itead oi the vehicle of calumny. The reader who 
• discretion enough to look upon Aristophanes 
the skilful advocate in a bad cause, may be en- 
rtaioed by Ms writings, and not prejudiced by his 
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opinions. But we are too apt to rabscribe with* 
ont examination to the ^cta of acknowledged abi- 
lities :— There is little trouble in this, bat muct 
danger. 

Of the Roman satirists we may speak more Ik 

vourably than perhaps of any set of writers wl2 

have adorned any country. The habits of thrii 

lives in general gave a sanction to the gravity o 

their doctrines. The conduct of Plautus was » 

disgrace to his writings ; Lucilius gave no precept 

of virtue to others, which he did not exemplify fa 

himself; and to that best writer of the most ac 

complished age, Horace, who shall deny the meei 

of praise, which the testimony of his own time 

declared his due, and the universal consent of sue 

ceeding ages has ratified and confirmed? Eqiu 

to him in strength of mind, and in virtue by n 

means inferior, were Juvenal and Persius : yet the 

had not that art and judgment, the possession < 

which has made Horace more read and admired 

and the want of which has made themselves moi 

neglected. 

The policy of the Gauls, and the terrors of th 
Bastile, have, no doubt, while they curbed the I 
centiousness of a gay and lively nation, at the san 
time depressed the ardour of many ingenious ■ 
Urists : that this has been the case, the world hi 
little cause to lament ; since the few, who have dl 
covered themselves in that country, seem rathi 
desirous of establishing a reputation for themidvc 
than zealous for the promotion of virtue. Tb 
are content to be called good writers, without ai 
bition to be accounted ^rtuous men. 
In order to review some of the best satlrliti 
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I Dation> we must pass over the bigotry of 
I in which Milton seems to have preaded^ 
i profligacy of another, in which this land 
led the horrors of civil war, and intestine 
I, for the Scions laxnries of an ill-spent 
which were ratified by the coantenanoe, 
i;ement, and example of a king. The wits 
ige were consistent in their lives and wri- 
and immorality was the characteristic of 
rhey seem to have agreed as it were with 
il consent, that ** a tale of humour was suf- 
knowledge, good-fellowship sufficient ho- 
and a restraint from the extremes of v|ce 
It virtue. 

B descend to what has l)een called the A^* 
age of English literatui-e, we shall find the 
I works of that time will not bear a very 
spection. It is a lamentable truth, that the 
len wMch had been so often and so snc- 
j employed in the cause of virtue ; wldch 
len immortality to the Man of Ross, and the 
nent of truth to Addison — ^was unwarily led 

attempt to pluck the laurels from the brow 
tley, and to gratify an unmanly malevolence 
pnbHcation of the Dunciad. 
censures of Swift seem to have been marked 
dtnal ill-nature; and the compliments of 

by an habitual want of discrimination, 
t generally happens, that the censures of 
idrists, and the commendations of such pa- 
Its, keep an equal balance, both weigliing-^ 

dng has, I believe, been more frequently an 
of ill-placed ridicule than learning, which. 
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before it can appear ridienloas, maat be miimamri 
pedantry. Every Homer has his Zoilvs ; and eveiy 
Zoilns, like Homer's, is remembered only to be de- 
spised. Whatever effect the attacks of Aristopbanei 
upon the tragedians of his day might have towahl 
vidating the taste of his countrymen, posterity 
hare seemed wilUng to do jnstiee to those worki, 
in the admiration of which the wisest and 1)est mea 
of all ages have united. 

I am inclined to believe that the learning of Dr. 
Bentley lost no admirers from the attacks of Pope or 
the insinuations of Swift ; and an instance, Udsen 
from times nearer our own, will, perhaps, place 
the odium of malevolent satire in a stronger Ug^t 
To the truth of this every one can bear i^itness 
who is acquainted with those attacks which hav 
been made by Churchill and others upon Johnsof 
That great writer, who, as he was a man, coo' 
not but err, and as he was a wise man, could v 
persist in error; who was no feeble or tlo 
serving moralist, but the firm and systenf 
teacher and practiser of virtue — he has shown 
that the shafts of malevolence may be turned as 
however keenly pointed, or however deeply 
poisoned. The reader of Lenphanes is ezdt» 
laugh without approbation; and the <attac 
Churchill remidns a melancholy instance of p 
tuted wit. What shall we say of those, wh 
fended by no public and growing i^ce, provo^ 
no private wrongs ; in deliberate wantonnes 
with the characters of their neighbours, who 
hold out to unjust ridicule and unmeri' 
proach ? It is but a weak apology for the T 
of their hearts, that the produce of their p 
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afford amuseiuent to the idle, and gratification 
to the lualevolent. But our reflections upon tb& 
subject will be too applicable to many of those pub- 
lications which are the disgrace and entertiUnmeilt 
jof the times in which we live. In the commenda- 
tion of such meuj let all those join who baveleamed> 
from the writings of Shaftesbury, that ridicule is 
the test of truth; or from tlie conduct of Voltaire^ 
that calnwny is a cardinal virtue. 

Monro. 



No. XXII. 
Saturday, August 11^ 1787. 

Tbe Briton still with fearftil eye foresees 
Wliat storm or sunshine Providence decrees; 
Knows for eadi day the weather of our fate. 
A quidnunc is an almanack of state. 

Young't 3atire$. 

Among tbe various employments which engage the 
attention of mankind, it is not unpleasant to con- 
sider their topics of conversation. Every country 
has some peculiar to itself, which, as they derive 
their origin from the establishment of custom and 
ihe predominance of national pride, are permanent 
io their duration, and extensive in their inflnence. 
I^ke iftanding dishes, they form the most snbstan- 
tial part of the entertainment, and are served up at 
the tables both of the rich and the poor. The 

VOL. I. H 
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Dntchman talks incessaDtly of tbe bank of Amster- 
dam, the Italian of the carniTal, the Spaniard of a 
boll fight^ and tbe EngUsh oi poUtics and the 
weathier. 

That these last-mentioned topics should gmn so 
great an ascendency over the Englishman^ is by no 
means a subject of wonder. In a. country^ where 
the adiainistration may be changed in half a year, 
and the weather may alter in half a minute, the 
quick and surprising vicissitudes must necessarily 
rouse the attention, and furnish the most, obvious 
materials for conversation. From the influence of 
that gravity which is remarked by foreigners to be the 
characteristic of the inhabitants of Britain, they 
are disposed to view these endemial subjects in a 
gloomy light, and to make them the parents of sul- 
len dissatisfaction and ideal distress. John Bull, 
with a contr^acted brow, and surly voice, comphuns 
that we have April in July, and that the greatest 
patriots are shamefully kept out of place. All this 
may be very trite ; but, if bis worship could be per- 
suaded to confess his feelings, he would acknow- 
ledge, that the gratification of complmning is far 
from inconsiderable ; and that if these topics, on 
which he vents his spleen, were taken from him, 
little would remain to occupy his mind, or set bk 
tongue in motion. 

Let us indalgcy for a moment, the whimsical 
supposition, that our climate was changed for that 
of Italy, and our government for that of the T\irks; 
the consequences are easy to be foreseen— a geDe- 
ral silence would reign throughout the island, from 
Port Patrick to the Land's End; and we should be 
all well ^aUfled for the school of Pythagoras. 
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Our Silence, indeed, would scarcely be limited, like 
that of bis scholars, to five years. Every house in 
England would resemble -the monastery of La 
'tnppe', where the monks are no better than walk^- 
ing statues. The only talkers among us would be 
physicians, lawyers, old maids, and travellers. The 
physician might fatigue us with his materia medica, 
the lawyer with his qui tarn actions, the old maid 
with difficult cases at cards, and the traveller with 
the dimensions of the Louvre, without fear of in- 
termption or contradiction. We should look up 
to them as students do to professors reading lec- 
tures, and, like poor Dido, feel a pleasure in the 
eoconragement of loquacity. 

niacosque iterum demens audire labores 
Ezposdt, pendstque iterum narrantis ab oorew 

She fondly begs him to repeat once more 
The Trojan story that she heard before ; 
Then to distraction charm'd, in rapture hung 
On every word, and died upon his tongue. 

Pitt, 

The game at whist would be played with unin* 
termpted tranquillity, and the cry of silence in the 
courts of justice might be omitted without the 
smallest inconvenience. In short, all the English 
who went abroad would be entitled to the compli- 
ment which was once paid a nobleman at Paris. A 
lively French marquis, after having been a whole 
evening in his company without hearing him utter 
a syllable, remarked, that milord uinglois had admi- 
rable talents for silence, 
> Prodigality prevails in town, and economy in the 
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country, in idoi^ iD8tatice» than may be at -ftnl 
imagined. In town, soeh is the number of nem* 
papers, that tlie ooffee>house louager may sate hiflk 
self, lil^e a fly in a confectioner's ahop^ with a& 
endless variety of new sweets. He .may see aa 
event set in all possible lights, and may suit it to 
the complexion of his mind, and the feotiments of 
his party. Sach is the advantage 5f a refined m^ 
tropolis, where profusion enlarges the dominions of 
pleasure in every direction, and supplies the great- 
est dainties to gratify'the vitiated appetite of curi- 
osity. In the country, the case is widely different 
In most genteel families a solitary paper is iatro^ 
dnced with the tea-urn and rolls, but certain re- 
strain ts are laid upon the manner of perusing it: 
half the news is read the first morning, amt half 
is reserved for the entertainment of the next. -This 
frugal distribution in the parlour is, without doubt, 
adopted from something similar which takes plate 
in the store-room. The mistress of the Ikmily 
dispenses the proper quantity of pickles and, pre- 
serves, and then locks the door till the following 
day. Our affsurs in the East are settled atone 
time ; whilst the burgomasters and the.prineess Of 
Orange are left to their fate till another. Enough 
is read to furnish the family with subjects for coa* 
versation; and, as topics are not numerous, the 
thread of politics is spun very fine. Little miss 
wonders, when she hears papa adjust the afiairi 
of the nation, that he is not a parliament man, 
and thinks that, if the king were ever to heiir 
of him,, he wohld certidnly be tnade Ina prine 
minister. 
There is (if the expression may be allolwed) a 
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treAnemcnt hi our f^rs. A rational apprehension 
bf impending evil is the motlier of security, but the 
mind that is terrified by remote dangers is wealc 
and Hdiculons. Tlie imagination is like a raagni- 
fying-glass, which, by enlarging the dimensions of 
distant objects, makes them appear formidable. It 
is the office of reason to place them in proper situ- 
ations, and to suggest, that we are not exposed to 
their effects. The Neapolitan, who lives at the 
foot of Vesuvius, has just cause for trembling at 
the symptoms of an eruption ; but, he may depend 
upon it, his vines are in no danger from the vol- 
canos in the moon. The stock>holder may well 
fear the consequences of the Belgic commotions. 
*llie farmer, whose hay is scattered over the mea- 
dows, may, without the imputation of weakness, 
be vexed at the torrents of rain. But why should 
the man, who has no concern but to walk from 
Cheapside to Whitechapel, apply to his barometer 
ten times before he ventures out; or be disturbed 
in his dreams for the safety of the grand signor ? 

A clnb was once established by certain gentle- 
men, whose minds were too much polished by their 
travels not to banish every thing that is interesting 
to John Bull. Among their rules and orders it was 
enacted. That no mention should be made of the 
state of the weather or politics, but that all their 
eonversation should turn upon literature and virtD. 
It happened, that the president of the club, who 
was a pretty petit maitre of twenty stone, was at- 
tacked by a violent ague. He was seized with a cold 
fit whilst adjusting a dispute between two dilet- 
tanti, whether the church of Santa Maria in Navi- 
celli was larger than Santa Maria in Valicelli. This 

h2 
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important argument was intermpted by^ the prc4: 
dent's digression in abase of the English climate, 
ivbich he declared was calculated for no beings 
under the sou but draymen and shepherds. Some 
of the fraternity talkeil peremptorily of expelling 
him from the society, for breakuig their first rule, 
and introducing a subject which ought to be left to 
the canaille. After great animosity, and abundant 
altercation, it was finally determined to expunge 
the rule, because they could not engage a party who 
were sufficiently refined by liqueurs to be freed from 
the grievance of their Enghsh constitutions. 

It was once seriously discussed by the French 
Academy, whether it was possible for a German to 
be a wit. It would be more worthy of the saga- 
city of the same learned body to determine whe- 
ther it be possible for an Englishman not to be a 
politician. To form a right decision, let them oqb* 
verse with what order of men they please, and they 
will find, that the ruling passion is the regulation 
of the political machine. The ferocity which U 
natural to islanders may be the reason of our bdng 
more disposed to command than to obey. Hence 
it is no uncommon case for a man so far to mistake 
his abilities, as to talk of riding the state horse, 
when he is hardly expert enough to shoe him. AU 
persons of all ranks harangue as if the secrets of 
the state would be best entrusted to their discreUon« 
as if thdr own address qualified them for the most 
critical situations, and the judgment of their rulers 
should be suspended until su[)erior sagacity pointed 
out the right path. Whilst the barber snaps his 
fingers among his customers, he talks of managing 
the mounfeers, and laying on taxes without oppres- 
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I. The aldermen, at a corporation dinner, do 
same orer their turbot and Teniflon. To com- 
e the cHmax, these are the identical points 
ch perplex the anderstandings of the king and 
ooousellon} in the cabinet, 
'otwithstanding the severity of military law^ the 
*rent orders of society would sustain no injury, 
ike a well-disciplbed army, they neither broke 
r ranks, nor mutinied against their officers. A 
ily is a kingdom in miniature : in that domestic, 
loiportaut sphere of government, every man of 
mon sense is able to preside, llie master of a 
-regulated house is more beneficial to the state, 
I a hundred political declaimers. To curb the 
Ions, to fix religious principles in the minds 
diildren, and to govern servants with > mild 
lority, all ultimately promote the best interests 
le public. Obedience branches out into various 
loos. The debt which we demand from our 
ndents, wc owe to our governors. Subordina- 
is to a sutgect, what resignatioti is to a Chris, 
t they are both admirably well calculated to 
ce. the clamours of party, and administer the 
ial of content. Let the Englishman repress his 
nnrs, by reflecUng that he is a member of a 
titution which combines the excellences of all 
mments ; and that he breathes in a climate 
li permits him to be exposed to the air more 
in a year, and more hours in a day, without 
ivenience, than any other in Europe. 0. 

Kett. 
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No. XXIII. 
Saturday, August 18, 1787. 

Quadmpedante patrem sonitu quatit ungula campuni. 

Among the sources of those innnmerable (ralamities 
which, from age to age, have overwhelmed man- 
kiud, may be reckoned, as one of the principal, the 
abuse of words. Dr. South has two admirable dis- 
courses on the subject ; and it is much to be wished, 
that a continuation could be carried on, by some 
proper hand, enumerating the words, which, since 
^is time, hare successively come into vogue, and 
«eu, in like manner, abused to erii purposes, by 
rafty and designing, men. 

It is well known what strange work there has 
^n In the world, under the name and pretence of 
^trmations how often it has turned out to be, in 
Uty, deformation ; or, iX best, a tinkering sort 
niisiness, where, while one hole has been mend- 
two have been made. 

bave my eye, at present, on an event of this 
, which took place in very early times, and U 
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.supposed to have been productive of many and great 
advantages to the species; I mean the alteration 
brought about in the " economy of human walk- 
ing ;" when map, who, according to the best and 
ablest philosophers, went originally on four legs, 
first began to go upon two. I hope it will be ex- 
cused, if I venture humbly to offer some reasons 
why I am led to doubt whether fbe alteration may 
have been attended by all the advantages so fondly 
imagined. 

There is something suspicious in the history 
given of this reformation. It is said to have had 
the same origin with that ascribed by Dr. Mande- 
ville to the moral virtues. It wap the '< ofisprlog 
of flattery, begot upon pride." The philosoplibrs 
discovered that man was proud : they attacked 
him in a cowardly manner, on his weak side, and 
by arguments, the sophism of which it might be 
easy enough, perhaps, if there were occasion, to 
unravel and expose, prevailed upon him to quit his 
primaeval position; and, whether fairly or not, 
they coaxed him upon two. How far any good is 
to be expected from a reformation founded on such 
principles, the reader must judge for himself. 

By the account with which the authors of it 
have furnished us, thus much is certain, that no- 
(hing can be more unnatural : and yet, say these 
philosophers, at other times, '* Whatever yon do, 
follow nature;" a precept, which, in general, they 
seem very well disposed to practise, to the best oi 
their abilities. A child naturally goes on all four; 
and we know how difficult a matter St Is to set 
him an end, or to keep him so. He has not eted 
the stability of a ninepin, which will stand till il 
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be bowled down. For my own part, I never see a 
child's forehead with a great bomp upon it, or 
swathed np in a black-pndding, lest it should re- 
ceive one,, but I am irresistibly impelled to bewail 
this pretended reformation, as a most notorious 
aod melancholy defection from oar primitive con- 
dition. 

When the two children brought up to man's 
estate, apart from all human beings, by the com- 
mand of a king of Egypt, who imagined that the 
language which they should speak must necessarily 
be the original language of the world — when these 
children, I say, had the honoup to be introduced at 
court, amidst a circle of all the learned, and wise, 
and noble personages of that celebrated country ; 
histoi7 bears her testimony, that they proceeded up 
the drawing-room, and made their way to the 
royal presence, upon all /our, I am aware that 
some have thought they threw themselves into that 
attitude, f^om the dread and awe inspired into them 
by the sight of majesty ; others, still more refined, 
have supposed they might have done so, to adapt 
themselves to the employment of those whom they 
found assembled in that place, and be prepare«i 
either to creep, or to climb, or both, as opportunity 
offered. But I cannot apprehend, that the course 
of their education could have qualified them for 
speculations so abstruse as these ; and, therefore, 
I must take leave to say, I look upon the fact to be 
good evidence, that such was the attitude proper to 
nan. 

I am still farther confirmed in my opinion, from 
that strong propensity visible in mankind, to return 
to it agiun. The posture, into which we have been 
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seduced is productive of constant uneasiness. Wi 
are in a fidget from morning to nigbt ; to relieve 
us from whicli, tlie expense of cliairs and sofas is 
a very considerable tax npon onr property; and, 
after all, we cannot compose ourselves perfectly to 
rest, but wben rcicumbent upon our beds. That 
our sole business is with earth, universal practice 
seems to dctcrmioe. Wliy then should we look 
after any thing else? or why be reproached with 
O cumsa in terras anhniE ? especially when we re- 
coileet the fate of the poor astronomer, who, while 
he 1^*38 gazing at the stars, fell into a ditch. 

It deserves notice, that some of our most distin- 
gt^ished titles of honour are borrowed from our 
fellow-creatures, the quadrupeds, whose virtues we 
are ambitious to emulate. An accomplished youog 
gcQtletnan of family, fortune, and fashion, glories 
ill the name, style, and title of a huf^h. You cannot 
pay him a greater compliment, than by bestowing 
on him this appellation ; and indeed no one reason 
in the world can be assigned, why he should walk 
upon ttoo, 

Tl)c opinion of a great commercial nation like 
onr oNvn, cauiiot with more certainty be collected 
from any circumstance than from the management 
of the most important article of finance. Now, we 
.find that article entrusted to the care of hitlls and 
hears, • And although a bear, which is a quadruped, 
by a metamorphosis no less sudden and surprising 
than any in Ovid, be at times transformed into a 
duck, wliich is a biped, yet it is observed, that there 
is a somewhat awkward about him ever after. He 
moves, indeed, but his motions are not as they 
tlioold be, and he is from thenceforth said not to 
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walk, but to waddle. It. may. be. addeil, that wc 
never hear of a duck coiumeuciDg danciDgriuaster ; 
whereas captain King informs us, " the Kamtcha- 
dales' are not only obliged to the bears for what Ht- 
tle adFancement . they have hitherto made in the 
sciences or polite arts, as also the use of simples 
both interaai and external; but they acknowledge 
them likewise for tlieir dancing^masters ; the bear* 
dance among them being an exact counterpart of 
every attitude and gesture peculiar, to this animal, 
through its various functions. And this dance 
is the foundation and groundwork, of ail, thelf 
other dances, and what they valjie themselves most 
upon." 

I could have wished, that one of these Siberian 
teachers had been present the other day, to h^ve 
bestawjed a lecture upon a friend of mine, who had 
been . instructed to marshal his feet hi a tolerably 
decent way $ to move forward by advancing one be*- 
fore, the other, and backward by sliding one behind 
another J in short, he had attained, some profi- 
ciency in what Dr. South styles, *' that whimsical 
manner of shaking the legs, called dancing;" when^ 
all at once, holding up his hands in an angle of 
forty-five degrees, with a countenance full of in- 
effable distress, and a most lamentable accent, be 
exclaimed to the master, '^ But, sir, what shall I 
i\o with these ?" . 

Nor is the complaint of my friend at all singuv 
lar. For the truth is, (and why should I.dissem-* 
ble it ?) that since we have left off" to put our anps 
to their due and. proper, use of fore-legs, they, are 
ev^r in the way, and we know not what up^n eaith 
to do with them. Some let them dangle^, at.will^ 
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in a perpouliciilar Hne paraDd with their sides; 
some fold them across tlieir bosoms, to look free 
and easy ; some stick them a-kimbo, in defiance ; 
fome are continually moving them up and down, 
and throwing them about, so as to be at Tariaooe 
with their legs, and every other part of thdr bocBes ; 
as was the case with Dr. Johnson, when lord Qies- 
terfidd had like to hare fidlen into a dsliptmm by 
looking at him, and could consider the aath<v of 
the English dictionary in no other light than that 
of an ill- taught posture-master. Some thrust their 
hands, as far as they can, into their breeches poc- 
kets. This last is a bs^ .habit enough ; becanse 
they who find nothing in their own pockets, 
(which, perhaps, pretty generally happens) may be 
tempted to try what they can fiad in those of others. 
While fore-legs were in fashion, the limbs, which 
are now the cause of so much embarrassment to 
us, had foil employment : it might be said, " Every 
inau his own horse :" and when one considers the 
present extravagant price of horses, one is induced 
on this account also to wish that it had still conti- 
nued to be so. 

As I am upon the subject of the refMrmmSumt 
made in our persons, I cannot help mentioning a 
little dab of one, effected in an age so distant, that 
no system of chronology within my knowledge has 
marked the sera, much as it deserves to huve been 
marked. The period is altogether unknown, when 
our nature was first despoiled of an appendage 
equally useful and ornamental— 1 mean a taU; for 
with an eminently learned philosopher of North 
Britain, I &m most firmly persuaded, that it was 
priDpinally a part of our cooetitatioA; and that, in 
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the eye of superior beings, man, when he lost that, 
lot t much of his dignity. If a conjecture might be 
indulged upon the suligect, (aod, alas! what but 
conjectures can we indulge ?) I should be inclined 
to suppose, that the defalcation, now under coBsi- 
deration, was coaeval with the change of posture 
discussed above. No sooner had ihan unadvisedly 
mounted on two, but his tail dropped off; or rather, 
perhaps, in the confusion occasioned by the change, 
it hitched in a wrong piace, and became suspended 
from his head. But how very easy would it be, 
when the books are. open, to make a transfer, and 
nestore it to its proper situation ? That very re- 
spectable person) whom Swift humorously de- 
scribes, as " lately come to town, and never seen 
iefifre by any bedy," has been known, upon some 
occasions, to have appeared in a tie-wig; which, 
doubtless, was his full dress, for balls and other 
(inblic assemblies. But by way of light and airj 
morning deshabille, no one can doubt of his looking 
^mirably well in a queue, 

I am sensible this is a topic which requires to be 
treated with the utmost caution and delicacy ; and, 
therefore, feeling the ground to tremble under me, 
r shall not venture to advance farther upon it; but 
from the disposition prevalent among us to copy 
tne manners of creatures so much our inferiors, J 
shall conclude by encouraging my readers to hope 
tie time cannot be very far distant, when we shall 
an have our tails again, and once more go upon all 

Z. 
Bishop Horne. 

B 2 
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No. XXIV. 

Saturday^ August 25, 1787. 
To the Author of the Olla Podrida, 

RotcU. die aodet, tnelior lex, an pueronim est 
Ncnia* . . Hor. 

If all the qaalities of the mind, or habits of life, 
which are found to be most adverse to religion, to 
Christian virtue, and spiritual hope, were to be enu- 
merated, a selfish sordid temper would not appear 
the last upon the list. It is not intended by these 
expressions, to point out, in gross terms, a base 
avarice, a hardened churlish nature, or the diain- 
genuous craft of men devoted to (he world; but to 
expose a disposition better covered from contempt, 
recommended by careful instruction, and undeser- 
vedly respected among men. 

We are in haste to withdraw the minds of the 
young from wild and visionary notions of pleasure 
and of life : it is better, indeed, to remove such no- 
tions prudently and seasonably, than to wait. till 
disappointment snatches them away. Such gay ro- 
mantic scenes as entertain them in the books they 
read, such pleasing views of raanuers and of per- 
sons, elevated above the wants of life, its coarser 
inconveniences, its sullen irlisome hours, its at- 
tendant troubles and diseases, give but a false 
draught of the state of man. These broken rayi, 
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perhaps, of lost perfection, cannot, we know, pene- 
trate far into the shades of life; -they are the ema- 
nations of minds whose early purity is yet untainted 
by the common ordinary objects and pursuits, the 
passions and engagements of real life, disfigured as. 
it is. It is true, such views will soon be contra- 
dicted by experience, by real images, by daily docu- 
ments, by repeated and inevitable truth : but rea- 
son should not assume too much applause in sha- 
king off these vain and empty notions; though she 
seem to rise superior to them, she sinks, in fact, 
too often much below them. The selfish reasoner 
and worldly monitor, iu banishing these phantomd, 
do not always substitute more noble emulations ; 
they pluck away the weeds and the wild flowers, 
iHit they sow tares at last. These are the men who 
fasten ImpudeHce by precept upon honest natures; 
who rear and educate the baser passions of- the 
heart, endear them by familiar and popular names, 
point out their advantage, their expedience, ami 
necessity: they chill the warmth of untrammelled 
and disinterested minds; they pluuge. themselves 
and others into selfish sordid habits and opinions, 
in order to avoid the folly or the inconvenience of 
tboM which are childish or imaginary; they, put 
away airy pleasures and speculations, to addjct 
themselves to actual grossness. But can we con- 
tinue the dreams of fancy to the ends of our lives ? 
no more than. we can the games and amusements of. 
children. The hand of experience will pluck away 
our soft and glittering robes ; the sun will vanish - 
from our lands<;ape; the leaves drop from our. 
shrubs ; and we must learn to harden ourselves 
against tlie true climate in which we are to live. 
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Some tiroes of deUght from those faDtastic 
iuuges of youth, remaia for recoUectkm; we ac- 
knowledge them as true aonroes of pleaHire, bat 
we cannot recar to tbem. Reason compounds her 
judgments of different materiab : whatever is ob- 
uatural cannot please or edify : it cannot please, be- 
cause the sober mind can only be interested by 
truth ; it cannot edify, because so little of it can 
upply to ourselves or others. But the knowledge 
of these truths, as it is applied by selfish and 
worldly men, does not impro?e the mind ; it rather 
injures and contracts it. 'llie ridicule thrown upon 
false pleasures and ideal amusements, leads the 
way to real sensuality : the fear of being deluded 
and imposed upon, first abates the warmth of true 
benevolence, and, at last, excuses churlishness and 
avarice. What, then, do they gain too often by 
their boasted experience, by their sagacity and 
emancipation, but suspicious hearts, narrow minds, 
l^ross ideas instead of fanciful ones, real errors, 
(genuine arrogance, and substantial ambition? 
There are men» indeed, who, under cover of a khid 
4)f wisdom, secretly and indirectly deride all emi- 
nent degrees of virtue as romantic -and impracti- 
cable: if you talk to them of pleasures or of 
hopes, that do not meet the senses, they will turn 
them into ridicule : if you s|>eak to them of teuder- 
nesSf of charity, and zeal, they will demonstrate to 
yon how unfit they are for the porpoaes of life. 
But whether the juvenile and siUy inexperience of 
a warm imagination be well supplanted by the sub- 
sequent inveterate attachments, may be determined 
b^r a closer estimate : and if it shall be found that 
the real, the substantia]^ and immediate fruition. 
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SO preferred, inyolves a paradox, is more a notion 
than the other; deceives us more by universal tes* 
timony ; hurts us more ; is more a shadow ; more 
a dream ; and has an issue infinitely worse, a sum 
of covenanted ills, of woes legitimate and perma- 
nent ; there will be little scope remaining for com- 
placency, and still less expectation of better habits 
to succeed. 

If we shift only from the pleasures and chimeras 
of imagination to the pursuits of appetite ; if lieen 
desircii, or real nalceduess, succeed the sports and 
masquerade of fancy ; the change will not be flat- 
tering. It is matter rather of disgrace than gratu- 
lation, that we are subject, in our chosen pleasures,' 
to the rule and the caprice of present things; the 
fund and objects of the senses . 

But to draw nearer to the mark and end of these 
reilections— It is ^lear that such imaginary pursuits, 
such wild and empty notions, as were first repre- 
sented, such a temper of mind, occupied in fanciful 
notions, MriU be found less abhorrent from what is 
truly excellent, will be more easily converted into 
right and lively impres^ons of what is really desi- 
rable and eminent, than that well-compacted, that 
proud and sensual disposition, which is confirmed 
by solid enjoyment, such as it is, by the real fruits 
of worldly prudence, of temporal acquisitions, 
temporal gratifications, or temporal distinction. 
The wild conceits and speculations of the young 
disclose a taste for some superior kinds of pleasure, 
which is supported by the fancy before it finds a 
truer foundation — to point out that foundation, is 
the ultimate design ai these remarks ; that when 
the aiipd. outgrows the thoughtless sports of child- 
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liood, or the ideal pageantries of yonth, necessity 
or appetite may neither beud the neck to earth, 
nor Ornish objects to keep up through life an easier 
chace, which leave:) ns weary when theday4lecliDefl, 
iU repaid by exercise alone, or by a dead and worth- 
leys prize. 

To kindle in the soul a purer flame, whose radi- 
ance may dispel the glooms of life; to give the 
mind an object adequate to its sublimest scope and 
comprehension ; to cherish regular and reasonable 
actions, calculated to an end consistent, absolute, 
and unequivocal; to preclude those blank and 
cheerless hours which harassed appetite and over- 
worn invention, which disappointment or satiety, 
which uniformity or sulleuness of temper,- which 
the calms or clouds of life, must leave in those who 
terminate their views upon the present scene, who 
take new colours from the shifting hues of all 
things round them, and fluctuate on all their 
changes ; to lift the heart, and raise the front of 
man — should be the care of tender relatives and 
skilful guides ; of such as cannot but desire^ that 
they, on whom they have entailed their weak- 
ness and their sorrows, should be partners, also, 
in their hopes on earth, and iu th^r futnre 
glories. 

To furaii<h scenes analogous to those which 
fancy trod before, but opened to the steadfast eyes 
of reason and of hope, revealed to calm and saia- 
tary speculation, and ensured in their reversion ; to 
trace out prospects far more ravishing than all the 
pages of romance could feign, yet neither inacces- 
sible nor visionary, but properly and truly such as 
may concern and interest us, and may be our inhe- 
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ritancc and our portion ; to keep the purest facul- 
ties> the noblest energies of intellect, the powen 
and compass of the soul, exalted and ascendant^ 
elevated high above the transient and embarrassed 
scene of temporal vicissitudes and exigencies; 
should be the proper aim of the philosopher^ aiid ' 
is the great prerogative of the 

Christian. 
Pott. 
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Saturday, September 1, 1787. 
Decipimur specie. 

There are, I believe, no paths of literature so 
beset with difficulties as definition and biography. 
Of difficulties unsunnounted in biography we have 
lamentable instances in those adventurers who 
have attempted to write the life of Johnson; and 
the errors of definition arc sufficiently apparent in 
those who have laboured to instruct the world 
wherein consists true politeness. 
. From the wntings of lord Chesterfield, we col* 
lect, that politeness consists in the nameless trifles 
of an easy carriage, an unembarrassed air, and a 
doe portion of supercilious effrontery. The attain- 
ment of these perfections is the grand object to 
which the son of many a fond and foolish parent b 
directed, from whdse conduct one might reasonably 
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suppose they thought every accomplishment, n 
sary or ornamental to mau, attainable throiig 
medium of the tailor, the hair-dresser, am 
dancing. master; reserving only for themiod 
salutary precepts as may tend to inspire pel 
tind insolent confidence. 

In the Galateo of the Ardihishop of Beocfn 
are contained all the rules which are necessi 
introdace a person into company, and to t^ 
his behaviour when introduced. Yet J cannc 
think the plan of this, and every other treatise 
much confined, which would inform us, that 
the principal end of this qualification to fix thi 
nutiae of dress, and reduce manners to a syi 
He is supposed to have attained the summit o 
liteness, who can take an apparent interest ii 
concern of people for whom he has no r^garc 
earnest in inquiries after persons for whose wi 
he is not solicitous; and discipline his bow 
smile, and his tongue, to all rules of studiei 
mace and agreeable insipidity. Thus, that pi 
ness of which we hear so much, the race i 
erery toothless dotard has run, and the gQ 
which every beardless fool is hastening, is on! 
hypocritical show of feelings we do not 
sess ; an art by which we conciliate the faro 
others to our own interest. — The two chan 
which are generally contrasted with each othi 
order to show the perfection of politeness, aif 
extreme of its opposite, are the soldier am 
scholar: the former is exhibited to us with a 
ornament of graceful manners and bodily ac 

• MomigD. Giovanni de la Cass. 
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plishments, with the advantages of early ioter- 
Coarse with the world, and the profit of observation 
fiom foreign travel. The advantages here enume- 
rated, will, I fear, npon a nearer sarvey of them, 
appear visionary and unsubstantial, and not such as 

* are lilcely, in the end, to justify the hopes of those, 
who, in the great love for their country, remove 
iheir sons from school before they can have an- 
swered any end for which they were sent thither ; 
and produce them to the world before they can 
have any fixed principle to be the guide of their 
conduct. They make observations, of which igno- 
rance and wonder are the source ; they form opi« 

. nions in which judgment has no share ; they tra« 
vel ; and he wlio sets out a Mnmmius is foolishly 
expected to return home a Caesar. In enume- 
rating the disadvantages under which the scholar 
labours, we are reminded, that a studious and se- 
dentary life are too apt to generate peevish and 
morose habits, the bane of society, and the torment 
of their own possessor. We are told that the sto- 
dent, receiving no impressions but such as books 
are likely to make, cannot apply his observations 
to the usage of common life ; that he forms Uto- 
pian opinions, and is surprised to find they cannot 

*ht realized ; that he becomes jealous of the dignity 
of literature, for which the world seems to have too 
little respect ; and that the life, which was begun 
with the hopes of excelling in thosp pursuits where- 
in he finds few competitors, is at length concluded in 
the disappointment of expected reputation, or the 
scarce more sensible gratification of triumphs 
thinly attended, and applauses partially given. In 

•ach colours is the studious man psunted to us, by. 
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•ur arbiters of elegance, who, in tbeir obliging' zeal 
for the regalatioD of oar- manners, confbmid 
learning with pedantry; and, under pretence of re- 
moving from us a trifling evil, would rob us of a 
substantial good. 

" Learning," says Shenstone, ** like money, may 
be of so base a coin, as to be utterly void of use ; or, 
if sterling, may require good management to make 
it serve the purposes of sense and happiness." 
What Shenstone has here with truth affirmed tnay 
be, there are others who have ventured with some 
confideucc to declai-e must be. 

True as it is, it would do doubt appear a paradox 
to many, should any oue affirm, that the surest me- 
thod of attaining politeness is to seek it through 
the medium of literature. We should have thought 
less of the politeness of Caesar, but for the author of 
his Commentaries. Crichton would not have been 
called the mirror of politeness, merely for his skill 
in the tournament ; nor would " Granville the po- 
lite*' have been the theme of Mr. Pope's song, for 
his address in entering a room. The truth is, we 
mistake a mental, qualification for a bodily one. 
We expect politeness to be conveyed to us with our 
coat from the tailor, or that we may extract it from 
the heel of a dancing-master ; *when, in fact, it is 
only to be obtained by cultivating the understand- 
ing, and imbibing that sense of propriety in beha- 
viour, with which the deportment of the body has, 
but at best, a secondary concern. I know not why 
it is, but from our misinterpretation of the word, 
that politeness, when applied to a virtuous action, 
immediately becomes ridiculous. Who - would not 
suppose the chastity of the Roman general ironi- 
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cally commended, who should call thut the polite- 
nestt of Scipio, which others have called his conti- 
nence ? — Or would not the congregation of a grave 
divine be somewhat surprised to hear their preacher 
celebrating the politeness of the good Samaritan ? 
Vet these acts are the substance of that virtue, to 
whose shadow we compliment away our rights and 
opinions, frequently our honesty, and sometimes 
our interests. 

" Politeness," says a good author of our own 
time, *' is nothing more than an elegant and con* 
cealed species of flattery, tending to put the person 
to whom it is addressed, in good humour and re- 
spect with himself." 

It is rather, in my opinion, the badge of an en- 
lightened mind, and, if not a positive virtue in 
itself, it is, at least, a testimony that its possessor 
has many qualifications which are really such. — It 
lives in every article of his conduct, and regulates 
■his behaviour on every occasion, not according to 
the whimsical and capricious rules of fashion, bat 
according to some fixed principles of judgment and 
propriety. It prevents the impertinence of unsea- 
sonable joking, it restrains wit which might wound 
the ifeeliugs of another, and conciliates favour, not 
by " an elegant and concealed flattery," but by a 
visible inclination to oblige, which is dignified. and 
undisscmbled. To the acquisition of this rare qua- 
lity so much of enlightened understanding is neces- 
sary, that I cannot but consider every book in every 
good science, which tends to make us wiser, and of 
course better men, as a treatise on a more enlarged 
system of politeness, not excluding the experiments 
of Archimedes, or the elements of Euclid. It it a 
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jost observfttlon of Sbenstone, *' UMt a fool can 
neither eat, nor drink, nor ttaud, nor walk, nor, in 
shorty laugh, nor crj, nor take snoff; like a man of 



sense." 



M«NftO. 



No. XXVI. 

Saturday, September 8, 1787. 

When T have had the g^ood fortnne to light apon 
any subject which has been relished by the nice 
discerning palate of the pnblic> it is my custom to 
try whether something more cannot be made of it? 
for baring entered upon business with a moderate 
slock only in trade, it is expedient for me to hus- 
band it well, and to throw nothing away that can 
be used again. Being born with an antipathy to 
plagiarism, / will be J¥ee to con/efs, (as gentlemen 
express it in the house of commons] that I took the 
hint from my landlord of the Red Lion at Brent- 
ford ; who, when some punch was called for, and 
there was no more frnit in the house, was over- 
heard to say, in a gentle voice, to Mrs. Bonnyr 
face, *' Betty, ca'sn't give the old lemons f other 
squeeze?" 

J have demonstrated upon a former occasion-*! 
should hope, to the satisfaction of every impartial 
person in Great Britain, the manifold advantages 
accruing to the community from the multiplication 
of newspapers among us. It has since occurred to 
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me, that some directions might be .given, as to the 
best method of reading a newspaper with profit and 
adrantage I mean not, whether it shoold be read 
longitudinally, latitadinaliy, or transversely; though 
very great additions have been made to science by 
experiments of this kind ; but how it may be ren- 
dered productive of reflections in different ways^ 
which will prove of real service in life. 

I was not a little pleased, the other day, npon 
paying a visit at the house of a person of distinction 
in the country, to find the family assembled round 
a large table, covered with maps, and globes, and 
books, at the upper end of which sat a young lady, 
like a professor reading from the chair. In her 
hand she held a newspaper. Her father told me, 
he had long accustomed her, while reading one of 
those vehicles of intelligence, to acquaint herself 
with the several towns and countries mentiimed, 
by turning to-the names in Salmon's Gazetteer, and 
then finding them out upon the globe, or a map ; 
in which she was become so great a proficient, as 
>to be at that time, in truth, giving a lecture in geo^ 
graphy to her younger brothers and sisters. It was 
his farther intention, he said, '* that from Camp- 
bell'4 Prtseni State of Europe, she should acquire a 
suflSdent knowledge of the history of the kingdoms 
'around us, as well as our own, to form an idea of 
their importance and interests respectively, and the 
relation eaeh bears to the rest." Verily, thought 
I to myself, this is reading a newspaper to some 
purpose ! 

Children, very early in tife, are eager for a sig^ht 
of the newspaper, fiy being called upon, in a free 
and easy way, for some littk aceount of what is in 
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it, thejr may begradnally broaght to read with at- 
tention, and to fix upon those artides which are 
most worthy ' of attention ; as also to remember 
what tliey hare read, from one day to another, aad 
pat things together. 

While we are in the world, we must convene 
with the world ; and the conversation, in part^ wiU 
tnm on the news of the day. It is the first sabject 
we begin upon ; a general introduction to every 
thing else. All mankind, indeed, are our brethtea, 
and we are interested, or ought to be interested, in 
their pleasures and their pains, their sufferings or 
theirieUverances, throughout the world. Accounts 
of these should produce in us suitable emotions, 
which would tend to the exercise of different vir- 
tues, and the improvement of our tempers. Wc 
should accustom ourselves hereby to rejoice with 
those who do rejoice, and sympathice with those 
who mourn. 

When any country is likely to become the the- 
atre of remarkable events and revolutions, (as, for 
instance, Holland, at this present moment,) it is 
worth one's while to refresh one's memory with 
the history of that country, its constitution, and 
the changes it has heretofore undergone, the nature 
and disposition of the- people, &c. — a sort of know- 
ledge which is sure to be called for. The man who 
makes himself perfect and correct in it, will giun 
credit, and give pleasure, in every company, into 
which it. may happen to fall. 

Whatever instruction is reaped from history, 
may be reaped from a newspaj[>er, which is the 
history of the world for one day. It is the history 
:of that world in which we now Uve, and with 
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which we are, conseqnently, more concerned than 
with those which have passed away, and exist only 
in remembrance : though, to check us in, our too 
ibnd love of it, we may consider, that the present, 
likewise, will soon be past, and take its place in the 
repositories of the dead. 

There is a passage in the Night Thoughts, which 
I cannot resist the temptation of transcribing, as it 
contains one of *the most astonishing flights of the 
human imagination, upon this awful and im- 
portant subject, the transient nature of all sublu- 
nary things : 

Nor man alone ; his breathing bust expires : 
His tomb is mortal. Empires die; where, now, 
Tbe Roman, Greek ? They stalk, an empty name ( 
Yet few regard them in this useful light. 
Though half our learning is their epitaph. 
When down thy vale, unlock*d by midnight thought. 
That loves to wander in thy sunless realms, 
O Death I I stretch my view ; what visions rise ! 
What triumphs, toils imperial, arts divine. 
In wither'd laurels, glide before my sight I 
What lengths of far-famed ages, billowM high 
With human agitation, roll along 
In unsubstantial images of air I 
- The melancholy ghosts of dead renown. 

Whispering faint echoes of the world's applause. 

With penitential aspect, as they pass, 

AU point at earth, and hiss at human pride. 

The wisdom of the wise, and prandngs of Uie great. 

^ight ix. 

Accounts of the most extraordinary events in ohi 
time are now perused by us with the utmost in- 
difterence. With equal indifference will the his- 
lory of our own times be perused by our descend- 
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ants ; and a day is coming, when all past ti 
tions will appear in the same light; those oi 
oeptedy by a consideration of which we baTi 
made wiser and better. 

There are few, perhaps, by which we ni 
become so. 

What nooler employment for the human 
than to trace the designs of Providence in tl 
sod fall of empires ; the overthrow of one, a 
ejtablishment of another upon its ruins ! to 
diligently the different steps by which these d 
are effected! to observe the pi-oceedings • 
great Ruler of the universe, always in strict c 
mity to the rules with which be himself h; 
nished us ! to behold generals with their a 
and princes vnth their people, executing his 
sets while pursuing their own ! to view, upt 
s>tage of the world, those scenes which are cc 
ally shifting, the different actors appearing i 
cession, and the gradual progress of thed 
each incident tending to develope the ploi 
bring on the final catastrophe ! 

In the midst of these secular commotions, 
conflicts of contending nations, it is useful 
serve the effects produced by them on the s 
religion upon the earth ; while, among the ) 
of the world, some protect, and others pers 
8ome endeavour to maintain it in its old form 
others wish to introduce new ; all, perhaps 
or less, aim at converting it into an engine ol 
to serve their own purposes, and to avail 
selves of that inflnence which it must alwa] 
on the minds of men. Above and beyond th< 
man machinations, a discerning eye sees thi 
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trolling power of heaven ; religion preserved amidst 
the tumultnons fluctuations of politics; and the ark 
wdliDg in safety and security on the waters which 
threatened to overwhelm it. 

When we read of the events taking place in our 
own country, the subjects become more interesting, 
and we are in danger of having our passions roused 
and fomented. Let us, therefore, be upon our 
gaard, judging of nothing by first reports, but 
awaiting the calmer hour of reason preparing to 
decide on fall information. For the prosperity of 
oar country let us be thankful and grateful; in its 
adversity, sorrowful and penitential ; ever careful to 
correct our own faults before we censure those of 
others. 

With respect to individuals and their concerns, 
examples (and they are not wanting among us) of 
piety, charity, generosity, and other virtues, should 
efiectnally stir us up to copy, to emulate, to surpass 
them ; to join, so far as ability and opportunity will 
permit, in designs set on foot for the promotion of 
what is good, the discouragement and suppression 
of what is otherwise. And here there is great 
choice: many such designs are on foot; and let 
those, who have talents for it, bring forward more. 
All are wanted. 

The follies, vices, and consequent miseries of 
mnltitudes, displayed in a newspaper, are so many 
admonitions and warnings, so many beacons, con- 
tinually burning, to turn others from the rocks on 
which they have been shipwrecked. What more 
powerful dissuasive from . suspicion, jealousy, and 
anger, than the story of one friend murdered by 

VOL. II. c 
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another in a dud ? Wbat cannon likely to be more 
eftectnal against gamlUhig and prcttigftc^, than the 
monrnfol relation of to executkniy or the fate of a 
despairing suicide ? Wbat fincfr lecture 6u tbe ne- 
cessity of economy, than an auction of estates, 
houses, and fumittire, at Sldnner's or Christie's ? 
— " l^ilk they of morals ?" Hiere is no need of 
Hutcheson, Smith, or Paley. Only take a news- 
paper, and consider it well; read it, and it will 
instruct thee, plenhu et melku Chryiippo et Cran- 
tore, 

A newspaper is, among other things, a register 
of mortality. Articles of this Irind should excite in 
our minds reflections similar to those made by one 
of my predecessors, on a sunrey of the tombs in 
Westminster Abbey. i*bey are so just, beautifnl, 
and affecting, that my reader, I am sure, will esteem 
himself under an Obligation to me, for bringing 
them again into his remembrance, by closing this 
paper with a citation of them : 

** When I look upon the tombs of the great, 
every emotion of envy dies in me ; when I read the 
epitaphs of the beautifol, every inordinate desire 
goes out ; when I meet with the grief of parents 
upon a tomb-stone, my heart melts with compas- 
sion ; when I see the tomb of the parents them- 
selves, I consider the vanity of grieving for those 
whom we must quickly follow : when I see kings 
lying by those who deposed them, tvhen I consider 
rival wits placed side by side, or the holy men that 
dirided (he world with their contests and ^putes, I 
refleet with sorrow and astonishment on thb little 
competitions, fkctlons, atfd debates of tnankind. 
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Wlieii I read the several dates of the tombs, of some 
that died yesterday, and some six hundred years 
ago, I consider that great day when we shsdl all of 
us be contemporaries, and make our appearance 
together.** • 

Z. 
Bishop Horne. 



No. XXVII. 

Saturday, September 15, 1787. 

Mores hominum multorum yidet et urbes. 

Horace* 

The grown boy/ too tall for school. 
With travel finishes the fool. 

Oa^t Fables, 

We are informed by Plutarch, that Lycurgus for- 
bade the Spartans from ■ visiting otiier countries, 
from an apprehmsion that they would adopt fo- 
reign manners, relax their rigid discipline, and 
^grow fond of a form of government different from 
■their own. This law was the result of the most 
judicious policy, as the comparison made by a 
Spartan in the course of his travels would neces- 
surily have produced disafiection to Ids country and 
aversion to its establishments, ilt was, therefore, 

• Spectator, Vol. I. No. e6. 
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the design of the rigid legislator to confirm the pre- 
judices of his subjects, and to cherish that intense 
flame of patriotism which afterwards blazed out in 
the must renowned exploits. 

So propitious is the British government to the 
rights of the people, so free is its constitution, and 
so mild are its laws, that the more intimate cor 
acquaintance with foreign states is, the more rea- 
son we find to confirm unr predilection for the place 
of our birth. Our legislature has no necessity, like 
that of the Spartan republic, to secure the obe- 
dience of its subjects by making ignorance an en- 
gine of state. But although England may rise 
superior in the comparison with foreign countries, 
it is much to be wished, that its pre-eminence wa:; 
more frequently ascertained by cool heads and 
mature understandings ; and that some check was 
giren to the custom of sending youths abroad at too 
early an age. Innumerable instances could be ad- 
duced to prove, that, so far from any solid advan- 
tages being derived from the practice, it is gene- 
rally pregnant with great and incurable evils. As 
soon as boys are emancipated from school, or have 
kept a few terms at the university, they are sent to 
ramble about the continent. The critical and highly 
improper age of nineteen or twenty is usually des- 
tined for this purpose. Their curiosity is eager 
and indiscriminate ; their passions warm and im- 
petuous; their judgment merely beginningto dawn, 
and of course inadequate to the just comparison be- 
tween what they have left at home and what they 
observe abroad. It is vainly expected by their pa- 
rents, that the authority of their tutors will re- 
strain the sallies of their sons, and confine thdr 
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attention to proper objects of improvement. But 
granting every tutor to be a Mentor, every pupil is 
not a Teiemacbns. The gaiety, the follies, and the 
voluptuousness of the continent address themselves 
in such captivating forms to the inclinations of 
youth, that they soon become deaf to the calls of 
admonition. No hmger confined by the shackles 
of scholastic or parental restraint, they lanneh out 
at once into the wide ocean of fashionable indul- 
gence. The only check which curbs the young gen- 
tleman with any force, is the father's threat to 
withhold the necessary remittances. The son, how- 
ever, expostulates, with some plausibility, and re- 
presents that his style of living introduces him ink^ 
the brilliant circles of the gay and great, among 
whom alone can be obtained the graces of polished 
behanour, and the elegant attainments of gente«l 
Hfe. How much he has improved by such refined 
intercourse is evident on his return home. He can 
boast of having employed the most fashionable 
tailor at Paris, of intriguing with some celebrate<l 
madame, and appearing before the lieutenant do 
police for a drunken fray. He may, perhaps, more 
than once have lost his money at the ambassador's 
«ard parties, supped in the stables at Chantilli, and 
been introduced to the grand monarque at Ver- 
sailles. The acquisitions he has made are such as 
must establish his character, among those who 
have never travelled, as a virtuoso and a bon vivant. 
By great good fortune he may have brought over a 
Paris watch, a counterfeit Corregio, and a hogshead 
of genuine Champagne. But it is well if his mind 
be not furnished with things more useless than 
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those which he has collected for hk pocket, bi9 
drawiug-room, and bis ceUan. He has, perhaps, 
established a kind of commercial trealy with oar 
polite neighbours, and has exchanged simplicity 
for artifice, candour for affectation^ steadiness for 
frivolity, and principle for libertinism. If he has 
continued long among the votaries of fashion, gal- 
lantry, and wit„ he must be a perfect Grandison if 
he return not to his native country in manners a 
modkey, in attunments a sciolist, and in religion a 
scepUc. 

' From the ezpe^tioft of some travieUexs, we are 
not to conclude, that knowledge of the world may 
be caught with a glance ; or, in other words, that 
they aire geniuses who ** grasp a system by intni^ 
tlon." They might gaXn as much information if 
they skimmed over the continent with a balloon. 
The various places they fly through am^ear like the 
shifting scenes of a pantomime^ which just catch the 
eye, and obliterate the faint impiessioBS of eadi 
other. We are told of a noUe Roman^ who could 
recollect all the articles that had been purchased at 
an auction, and the names of the several buyers. 
The memoiy of our traveUera ought to be of equal 
capacity and retentiveness^ considering' the short 
time they allow themselves for the inspeetioD of 
curiosities. 

The fiact is, these Inrds of passage eonaidt more 
for their fame than their trnprovement. To ride 
post through Europe is, in their o^mon, an 
achievement of no small glory. Like Powel, the 
celebrated walker, thetr objed is to go and return 
in the ^ortest time possible. It is not easy to de- 
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termine how they can more profitably employ their 
■ wbifflio^ activity than by commeacmg jpckeys, 
eypresse^, qit ^jaU-coachmen. 

ignorance of the modern, langus^ges, ^d. purticu. 
larly the French^ is a. material, obstacle against aa 
Englishman's reaping the desired advantages froja^ 
his trayel^. It is a common custom, to postpone 
any applicatioQ tp tbem until a few moi^ths be^re 
the grand tour is commenced. Th^ s<;holar vaml^ 
supposes that his own moderate diligence, and hui 
master's compendious mode of teaching, wiU wprk 
wonders, by ooaking him a complete linguist. From 
a slight knowledge of the customary forms of ad- 
dres9» and a few detached words, the French IdOh 
guage is supposed to be very easy. No aU^owance is 
made for the variety of the irregular verbs, thif 
nice combination of partlples, the pecutiar turn qS 
^hiooable phrases, and the propriety of pronua- 
ciatkm. Tfaie s^eat deficiencies in all these parti^u* 
lars are abundantly appai-ent as soon aa, milord 
A9ghi$ lands on the other side of the cha«n.eL 
Afler venturing to tell his friends, to whom he has 
ie(ter» of recommendatioo, that h^ is ravished to 
see them, his conversation is at an end. His C09- 
tr4cte4 brow, faulterin^ tongue* and embs^rrassed ^MTj 
discover that he labours wHh ideas which he wa^t; 
words ta express. Even the. mps( just remari^, 
the most lM[itt't90t conceptioi^ of wit, are. smothered 
|a their birth. To such a ^tisitressimg case the ob- 
servation of Horace will not 9ppiy^ 

Verbaque provisam rem non inTita lequentur. 
If he can arrive, after much stammering and he- 
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KitatioD, at tlie arrangement of a sentence, it 
"with such blunders and anglicisms as re 
the politeness even of a Frenchman toexcu 
qnent attempts will, without doubt, proc 
ency, and constant care will secure con 
but the misfortune is, that the young trs 
employed by words, when his mind ought ' 
gaged with things. It is not less unseasoos 
ridiculous, that he should be perplexing 
with the distinction between /emme sage 
femmty when he ought to be examining the 
theatre at Ntmes, or the canal at Languedo 
Ignorance of the languages is a great ind 
to the English to associate together when 
The misfortune of this practice is, that th( 
their time in poisoning each other's mit 
prejudices against foreigners of whom thi 
little from personal experience, and of wb 
have not the laudable ambition of kuowii 
Tbeir'more active employments consist in 
version as they have transplanted from horn 
game, play at cricket, and ride races. The 
man grins a contemptuous smile at these 
tions ; and shrewdly remarks, that Monsi< 
Bull travels more to divert him than to 
himself. Rather than give occasion for 1 
cule, our young gentlemen had better re 
home, upon their paternal estates,' and coll 
knowledge of other countries from Brydom 
Moore's Travels, or Kearsley's Guides. 
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No. XXVIII. 
Satuhdat, Septembbr 22, 1787. 

To the AvUior of the OUa Podrida. 
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The moUey fool thus moral on the time. 
My lungs began to crow like chantideer. 
That fools should be so deep ccmtemplative; 
- And I did laugh, sans intennisskm. 
An hour by his dialL 

^Mupeare, 

IIRy 

iNY people indulge themselYes in the too £re- 
eiit introduction of what they are pleased to call 
»ral sentiment into their comrersation. Whilst 
ff are thus endeavouringy by the trite precepts of 
II and sententious gravity, to inculcate the les- 
18 of Tirtue, they oftentimes put commoa sense 
the blush, and generally malte that ridiculous 
dch they wish should appear amiaUe. I shall 
leavour to illustrate my observation, by present- 
; yon with a short sketch of a relation, with 
lom, as a boy of sixteen, in the intervals of 
lool vacation, I have occasionally spent a week 
two. 

Mr. Solomon Hatchpenny is an unde of mine, 
10 being most part of the week a tobacconist in 
i Borough, is on Saturday and Sunday a country 
ifleman, dwelling four miles from London. He 
I Tery good sort of 4nan, goes to diurch every 

c2 
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Sunday, where he shuts his eyes, bat declares he 
never sleeps; has three wigs, pays every one his 
own, and keeps a fpur-\yheel chaise. His country- 
house, which has been greatly improved since he 
bought it, by the addition of a bow window and a 
bench, stands within three yards of the road ; and, 
as he is unwilling to display less grandeur than his 
neighbours, he has laid out his ground, consisting 
of a garden of forty-four square feet, with that taste 
by which the family of the Hatchpenuys has ever 
been distinguished. It contains a basin with the 
usual compliment of two artificial swans (which my 
uncle assures me when he bought them were as 
white as alabaster) and a gravel walk, each end of 
which is guarded by a pasteboard grenadier. In 
the middle of his walk is a dial, from which the 
morning sun is excluded by the grenadier's cap; 
and upon his house are three weathercocks, each 
pointing a different way. He generally takes an 
o})portunity to prove to his guests, that his sen- 
tinels are as exact representations of live soldiers 
as can come from the hands of a painter and gla- 
zier, by informing them, that a sparrow having set- 
tled on the shoulder of one of them, he heard a 
child, who on passing, exclaimed, " Look^ mamma, 
the corporal has caught a bird.*' This circum- 
stance is to Mr. Hatcbpenny a source of heart- felt 
satisfaction : he attributes the mistake of the child 
to his own skill in furnishing the deceit. He U 
pleased with the idea that he has given proof oif his 
understanding in the very instance which decUret 
his want of it. He is an example of baHno^ 
arising from ignorance, which, contrary to the lot 
of every other species of happiness^ no man ^pvie? 
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ill another, and no man wishes for himself. Excuse 
my observations, and permit me to proceed. I am 
informed that my uncle Solomon is a politician at 
the club, and amongst his neighbours a wit ; that 
he has been known to utter shrewd jokes upon the . 
ministry, to quote profane rhymes from Poor Ro- 
bin's Almanack, and to indulge himself in all those 
fanciful relaxations of the mind to which every 
good citizen is entitled, not inconsistent with his 
trade, his understanding, or his taste. It is, how- 
ever, his peculiar study to hide every little sally of 
his wit from my observation, and confine all con- 
versation Uttered within my. hearing to morality; 
the essence of which, according to his opinion, con- 
sists in gravity and a long face. This gravity I never 
knew my uncle relax but once, and then it was in 
order to tell me, that a gentleman, who came to 
solicit his vote for a lectureship in the Borough, 
bad absolutely won him over from an opposite 
party by paying a pretty compliment to his coun- 
try-bpx, which he was pleased to denominate Tuily*8 
Tusculum, I took that opportunity of making an 
attempt, (an awkward one, I suppose, because it 
vfAs nut understood) to pay the same kind of pretty 
compliment to his tobacco warehouses, which I 
begged leave to christen Tully's Offices, My uncle 
and I sometimes traverse what he calls his premises; 
which, without much bodily exertion, may be ac- 
complished in something less than four minutes 
and a half, but, according to our plan of proceed- 
ing, it generally consumes near an hour. The 
leaden swans (which, by a very classical metamor- 
phosis, are now become black) are the innocent 
causes of much impatience to me : they delay us in 
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our joiinvey roimd tbe premiies, ^wfaile tbey ftmiish 
my node with ao oppartmricy to cUsplay hit ditoo- 
veries in morality^ aod to descant vpon the rapid 
flight of time : '' Not seren years ago,** says he, 
*' till next twenty-fbarth of Jnly, did I bay those 
birds of Mr. William Dreadnought^ plumber, in 
Fenchnrch'Street. Tliey were then as pmtty Mts 
of fowl as ever were tamed out of a shop. Learn 
from this, nephew, that the stmngest things will 
decay : and consider the rate at which time passes." 
'< Yes, idr, sixty minutes to the hour, twelve hmrrs 
to the day, and twelve months to the year." ** Right, 
nephew^ calendar months." It was settled calen- 
dar months, and we proceeded. The weathercoclts 
only delayed us while we observed that they were 
ha{^Uy emblematical of the' nnitaA>ility of human 
events ; that one of them wanted greasing, ani 
that a high station was no exemption from the in- 
conveniences and wants of life. We now reached 
the gravel-walk, where I ventured, with all the 
gravity of speeeh and cmmtenanoe I could anaunon, 
to hint my doubts as to* the propriety of his having 
fixed up in his gardea two objects which might 
possibly deceive some people into an opinion that 
they were men, when in fiMA they were not so. 
Bn^ to qualify ray observation, f thought it prudent 
to throw in something v^ch he might understand 
as a comfdiment, and induce him to open his whde 
mind upon so momentous a sui^^ect, I told him 
that a petty tradesman might please himself in 
deceptions of that kind, without the danger of mis- 
leading any one ; but that 1 thought it rather im- 
proper in htm, to whose motions the world tmmed 
the eye of observatiou, who had been knowii never 
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to refase the payment of a bill at sight, who had 
never indulged himself beyond a Chelsea bnn, and 
a glass of Herefordshire cider on a Sunday, and 
who was undoubtedly the first tobacconist in the 
whole street. I saw my uncle was pleased with my 
argument: he attempted rather to excuse than 
defend what he had done. He confessed it was a 
deceit, yet he hope4 a harmless one ; that when he 
was younger than he now is, he had sacrificed 
something to taste; he remembered, to say the 
truth, when he first put them up, that his conscience 
rather misgave him ; but, to quiet his a|>preheB* 
slonSy he had written upon each of their gun4ocks» 
To prevent mUtakes, ihe»e are not real men, but 
onlp iham ofiev.— W. D. fecit. 

I waa fully satisfied with a subject on which 
whatever arguments I might have concdved, my 
conntenance would not suffer me to declare; 

I left the house of this moral philosopher a fiew 
days ago with many good injunctions, which be 
who remembers may at least be entertained, if not 
edified. In the last conference which I enjoyed 
with him, be delivered himself to me in something 
like the following words : — '* My dear nephew, I 
have yonr interest very much at heart, and should 
be glad to see you as well in the world as myself. 
Yon are certidnly much improved, and can now, I 
dare say, have a jast vakie for a few maxims, 
which 1 shall lay down for the regulation of yenr 
conduct. Trust me, I know a little of these mat- 
ters ; old heads, and old shoulders ; and though I 
say it that shouldn't say \t, I can tell a six from a 
nine a» well as those that make such a flonrltli 
with their wise pates and empty pockets. With 
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regard to yoar stadies, your master can f 

direct yon as well as I can ; I ooly advise ym 

all thiogi«, don't puzzle your bmius and wa; 

labour in writing verses. I never knew i 

that had a shilling in his pocket write vers 

niay-;\8 well expect to pick up gold under tl 

^ at Aidgate as to get any thing by it. I cau 

I against reading novels and elegies, and all bai 

\ There is a book I have heard, which prel 

j' || prove that there is no such thing as tin 

,i this is all a flam, and I tell you there is, a 

k[ precious it is. He who loses it had better 

,. '.. dinner ; and to him who makes the most < 

; as money in the stocks. There's a littje m( 

i\ you : go, and mind your book, and don't ri 

:| asses on Sundays ; for the poor beasts shoul 

ay day*s rest, and you'll only tear your best b 

; j ■ and incur the displeasure of your master." 

|{ I shall here finish my account of Mr. 

|1 penny, only informing you, that he is a 

I ] man ; and, should the patience of your 

[^ not be quite exhausted, I shall take some ( 

': nity of giving you a little insight into the c 

^1 of my aunt. She is not a moralist of the sa 

^' exactly as her husband, and will not t 

]i afford an example of the same species of fol 

•■.{ shine in different spheres, and are upon w 

I siderations better asunder. Tell your rei 

]i you please, lest they should not have obs 

^ that the dull solemnity of proverbial wisdon 

l| consists in ** shreds of sentences," and ren 

moral sayings, being applicable to all cecals! 
- r. accessible to all understandings, is no^proo 

1 1 ! dom or honesty. And let ihose who are 

V 
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with such kind of knowledge, improve their system, 
by adding to it some excellent treatises from the 
repository of Mr. Newbery, adapted to the meanest 
capacities, *' price twopence halfpenny, adorned 
with cuts." 

I am, sir, yours, &c. 

Socrates in embryo. 
Monro. 



No. XXIX. 
Saturday^ September 29, 1787. 



Ridiculum acri 



Fortitu et melius plen^que secat res.—Eor, 

It is wisely ordained by the laws of England, that 
*' the person, of the monarch is sacred;" as also 
that " the king can do no wrong." The meanin'^ 
of this last maxim I take to be, that, if wrong 
should happen at any time to be done, the blame is 
to be laid upon the administration, and not upon 
the king. 

A friend, some yeai*s ago, took me into the house 
of commons, to attend the debates upon the open- 
iDg of a session ; when an honourable gentleman 
made so free with the speech, which I had but just 
before heard most gracefully pronounced by his ma- 
jesty from the throne, that my hair stood an end, 
and I was all over in a cold sweat; till, towards 
'^he close of his oration, he relieved and restored 
oc. by mentioning, in a parenthesis, that the speech 
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was always eoiimdoed^ in ^koA wauaMf, as the 
speech of the mmiitisr, 

Shekering mysdf» ^dierefofe, uiider Hits dlstioe^ 
tiODy I cannot refrain fiptm offeving a few xemariu 
on a late production, pregnant, as many are •£ opi' 
nion, with much mischief to the community. Tlie 
reader sees that I mean, " A Proclamation for the 
encouragement of piety and virtue, and for pwfcnt- 
ing and punishing of vice, profaneness^ and immo- 
raUly." 

That the scheme proposed should be carried into 
execution, does not, indeed, seem probaUe. When 
we consider how long vice, prolaneness, and immo- 
rality have been Increasing among m, what a 
powerful party they have formed, how much fashion 
is on their side, and how very-stoong the tide runs, 
the attempt may be thought to reseoMe that of the 
man, who endeavoured to stop the Thames at Lon* 
don bridge, with his hat, unless the rich and the 
great would set the example, 

I have always been an enemy to pains and pe- 
nalties. The word puniihment is a bad word, and 
the thing itself is much worse. When <Hicelt be- 
gins, the wisest man living cannot tell where it will 
end, or what will become of our Uberties : for as 
the sheep-stealer sud, ** If a gentleuran cannot 
kill his own nratton, w^hout being banged for It, I 
should be glad to know what we have got by the 
revolution." In short, one must he without a 
nose, not to smell something here of arbitrary 
power. 

The idea of a Sunday, unenlivened by a little inno- 
cent play, is a very dull and dreary one. I know a' 
family hi town, that has made the experiment. 
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The consequence was, that before nine in the even- 
ing, the members of it found themselves so cross, 
peevish, and out of temper, that had it not been for 
an- early supper and a gl«ss of good wine, they 
could not have gone to bed in Christian charity 
with each other. 

But much more distressful still was the case of a 
lady, whose husband, being in the commission, had , 
lent his assistance to suppress gaming on a Sunday 
in a neighbouring public house. It struck him that 
cards on that day, in a private house, might not, 
just then, be quite so proper ; and he ventured to 
hint as much to his lady. She had always appre- 
hended the Gospel to have been designed for the 
poor; and was astonished to find that any thing in 
the proclamation could apply to persons of her rank 
in life. " The party was made, and what could be 
done V* A thought, however, luckily occurred ; 
and when the company was assembled, after an 
apology suitable to the occasion, instead of the 
card tables, she introduced the entertainment of 
catches and glees. The thing took mightily, and 
was judged a pretty variety. Otherwise, a disap- 
pointment of such a nature, spreading, as it must 
have done, like an electrical shock, through all the 
polite circles, might have bred bad blood, and pro- 
duced a general insurrection. 

It fores with religion as with a shuttlecock, 
which is stricken from one to another, and rests 
with none. The rich apprehend it to have been 
designed for the poor ; and the poor, in their ti/m, 
think it calculated chiefly for the rich. An old 
acquaintance of mine, who omitted no opportunity 
Of doing good, discoursed with the barber who 
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sUared him, ou his maoocr of spending tbe 
I (wlilch was uot quite as it should bej and 

■ I ceMity of his having more religion than at 

I '' lie seemed to be possessed of. The baAer, f 

[: iug in his work of lathering, replied, '* 

thought he had tolerably well for a barber 
his apprehension, one third of the religioi 
sary to save a gentleman, would do V> 
barber." 

j| I I mention this, because I have received, a 1 

it considerable length, praying I'edress of grii 

J from a person who lets lodgings in Broad SU 

He speaks of a veiy snug and comfbrtabk 
bourhood there, which is likely to be biPC 
and dispersed by the prodamatiion« and nob* 
r u well tell why. 

n He himself holds twenty bouses l^ lease 

aire let out, ready furnished. Matters are c 

if ed in a manner so perfectly economical* thai 

p| there is no more than one bed in each roon 

are usually two or three, aD4 sometlmca. e 

[^ occupiers oC that one room and bed. T 

furniture is of an expensive and luxuriova 1 

one can say; as it consists only of a stoi 

stead, a flock bed, a pair of sheets, (fee 

only one sheet) a blanket or two^ a ch^ < 

(generally without backs) and a grate, bol 

!jj virithout shovel, tongs, and poker. Tbe slju 

'^- usually marked with the name of the own 

the woi:ds <* stop thief!". arcL added, foif 

reasons. 

In two adioinloir allipii ar<» fnrtv ntnro lim 
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breakers^ and thieires of every description, from all 
quarters of the town. But what then? They 
most have lodgings ais well as other people ; and, if 
they were to be in the street aU night, it would be 
dangerous for the rest of his mBie8ty*s subjects to 
pass. To avoid suspicion, the houses are continu- 
ally lighted, and kept open all night ; and* to show 
that hypocrisy has no place there, what used to be 
practised only in private at midnight, is now prac^ 
tised in public at raicUday. 

To accommodate the poor, there are twopenny 
lodging-houses. One man, in. particular, makes 
up, every night, thirty-five beds, and takes in men 
and women, at twopence or threepence a night ; 
but if a mai» and woman come in together, he re- 
ceives one shilling a night for the two. 

No society can be under better regulations than 
this is. Thus, for instance, wfaeu a prostitute has> 
decoyed a man, and robbed him, the mistress of 
the honsft has half the pay and the pUwder : and if 
one of these ladies intriMle upon that beat, and walk, 
which another regards as her eafclume righty the , 
matter is deteriained, as muck greater matters are, 
by a baitU,, 

Nor C9I1 there be reason to lear> thai this society 
should e?er become so numerous, as to be aay an- 
noyance to the public; since care, is taken, that a 
sufficient number is hanged erery session, to maiiw 
tain a bfilance; and some rooips are always re- 
served for the reception of the dead bodies, whicli 
are brought back, after execution, to th^r old lod- 
gings, till they can be otherwise disposed of* 

Such ia the substance of my friend's letter, 
whicb he ctosire^ loa^r be comnttttlcattd, throi^ 
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the channel of my paper, to his coontrymen, thai 
they may know what they have to expect froui tb< 
present system of despotism ; when a few neifh 
hours cannot live peaceably together, without bein 
disturbed and hunted out by proclamations. H 
hopes all honest men will join with him in a peti 
tion for '* the removal of evil counsellors;" an 
concludes with the old British axiom, '* My boos 
is my castle ;" under no dread, as it should seem 
of the retort courteous once made to such a decla 
ration by a magistrate in Oxford, of arbitrary priu 
ciples ; ** Then, sir, the castle shall ' be yon 
house." 

It is not easy to estimate the loss which the com 
muuity at large will sustain by the dissolution of thi 
worthy neighbourhood. For if a gentleman b 
robbed of his watch, it must be replaced by an 
other : if his portmanteau be stolen, he must ba 
new clothes and linen : if his house be brolce 
open, and stripped of its furniture, he must appl 
to the upholsterer: if he be beaten and wounded 
to the surgeon : nay, should he be even killed, th 
undertaker and the sexton will be the better for it 
and if the usual quantity of gin be not consumed 
ruin must seize on those who vend it. Trade mas 
stagnate. Thus incontrovertibly doth it appeal 
that private vices (if, indeed, they may be calle 
vices) are public benefits. 

I say, " if they ^nay be called vices ;" because 
do not see why, should we so please, they may m 
be called virtues. The nature of things, in them 
selves, is nothing ; our opinion of them is all : an 
if our opinion alters, the names of things shoul 
alter with it: indeed, they do, and most do sc 
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Thus, when two gentlemen go out with pistols, and 
shoot each other through the head or the heart, it 
is no more than ** an affair of honour :*** lyhen one 
seduces the wife or the daughter of another^ it is 
merely ao '* attachment :" and to cheat a man out 
of his estate, is only to ** pluclc a pigeon." In the 
neighl>ourhood above described, the nomenclature is 
roach farther advanced, and has nearly attained 
perfection. They have a language peculiar to theb- 
selves, in which, • when they relate their transac- 
tions, they may have been doing what is perfectly 
just and right for any thing we can tell to the con- 
trary, since the words are not to be found in any 
dictionary but their own. 

Here then, as some will thinl:, is a more expedi- 
tions way of preventing vice, than by proclamation ; 
and, what is much to be desired, of doing it with- 
)ot infliction of punishment, by the sole and simple 
'xpedient of voting vice to be virtue. 
The scheme is plausible ; but, I must confess, I 
vre my doubts. If we once vote vice to be virtue, 
UD afnud, chat, by a necessity of nature, virtue, 
r cotttruy must become vice ; and so we shall but 
where we were : there will still be vice in the 

lihen the welfare of his country is concerned, 

7 man loves to be a little bit of a projector. 

going deeper into the subject, I think I have 

tpon a plan, which will make root and branch 

: of it, and do the business effectually. 

at. the effiect may cease, the cause must be re- 

i. Now, what is the cause of vice ? Most 

tbtedly, the law: for, were there no law, 

could be no transgression. Abolish then, at 
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once, the use of siU law, hmaan and divtne. I fr 
the ttep a boU one, tequniag a miidster of *ir 
iiC8^ and resolation to take it; iMt firfaen «l 
taken, the advantages will be many and great 

In the first place, vice will, at one stroke, be ' 
tirpated from the feoe of the earth; far wba 
man has no Uw bnt his own will, we maydeiyi 
to do any thing illegal. Never trrnt to moral 1 
possibility, where physical Is -to be bad. 

Secondly, it will pat an end to the ezpenae i 
trouble of law snits ; and (as eqnity would iidl n 
law) to all tedious and everlasting suits in cl 
eery, to much and so long complkdned of. 

Thirdly, it will be a saving to the nation of 
tenth of the produce of all the lands in England 
Ireland ; and, consequently, put a stop to tiie 
vages of the White-boys and Right-lM>ys in this hi 
kingdom, as well as all disputes between miids 
and their parishioners, in the fbnner; since 
tiiere would be no more occasion for reading pra 
and preaching, the payment of -tithes must, 
coarse, be at an end. 

Fourthly, it will procure a perpetual holyda} 
the gentlemen of either robe, who, in future, 
have nothing to do, but to hunt, shoot, and {^ 
cards. The same may be said respecting the m 
hers of both bouses of parliament. 

Fifthly, it will make Sunday as cheerful a ds 
any day of the week. 

Lastly, it will remove all odium from the ■ 
strates who haveifranted a licence to the Dog 
Duck. 

Such are the conveniences that would attend 
execution of my plan ; and after considering 
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isttbject on till sides, for six honfs, in my elbow- 
iihair^ I protAt, I <!MraoC thinli of any one hieon- 
^i^nieiice to set against tiiem; nor can I devise 
liiiy method MlC'ely to be so effectual in redretising 
th6 grfcyances occasioned by the proclamation to 
the Btibject. 

It ^tnidns only, that I meittion one, which may 
pds^ldy be occasioned by it to the crown ; and 
Hivhicb, indeed^ I might not bave thonght of, but 
<for thetisit p^d me, as I was olosing this paper, by 
an hdnest farmer. <<So> Robin," said 1 to him, 
-'^rare news from London. The Icing is to be 
iserved now only by good and virtuous courtiers !" 
** Ab, Lord have m^rcy upon me, sir !" replied 
Robin ; " God bless his mtgesty, and grant bim 
long to reign ! But I am afraid as how be ^ill be 
itmietimefl obliged to help himself, " 

Z. 
Bishop Horne. 



No. XXX. 
Saturday, October 6, 1787. 

Difficilis, quenilus. Bor. 

'My good sir — ^What is your name? Your English 
namie, I mean ; for neither I, nor the parson of our 
parish, linow what to malie of your OUa Podtida, 
If ii were Latin, Greelc, or Hebrew, the doctor says 
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he could give a good account of it : but you Oxford 
and Cambridge wits (especially the latter) have 
lately got a habit of introducing half a page of Ita- 
lian, French, or Spanish, (untranslated) into your 
works, though it is five hundred to one, not one in 
five hundred understands those languages. Well ; 
but this Olla Podrida — ^my wife thinks it means a 
powdering- tub, in which tongues or hams, beef and 
pork, are salted and preserved agsunst Christmas; 
as letters and essays, wise sayings and apophthegms, 
sprinkled with your Attic salt, are preserved in 
your miscellany for our winter evenings' amuse- 
ment. This, however, is my first complaint; 
« That I d(» not know what to make of the title of 
your work." 

My second subject of complaint is this : my 
grandson, who is at the unifer»ity, and is your ac- 
quaintance, sent me word that there was a new 
papery lately come out, which every body reads ; 
and, as a paper, now-a-days, means a newspaper, 
I desired him to send it me down ; but, what was 
my disappointment, when I found not a word of 
news in it ! Not a robbery or a murder; not a for- 
gei7, a rape, or an elopement ; nor, what I more 
wished for, not a letter or even a paragraph to abuse 
the ministry; to reprobate the commutation-tax 
or the commercial treaty; nor any prophetic cal- 
culation to soothe my fancy ; to demonstrate the 
desperate state of this devoted nation, and prove 
that we are tottenng on the verge of annihilation. 
This, I say, is the object of my second complaint. 

But, thirdly, as your paper rc^urhes us on a Moo- 
day morning, I comforted myself, at best, with the 
hopes of entertaining my wife and daiighter with 
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sometliiug cheerful and facetious, after a rigid and 
gloomy observance of the sabbath, in consequence 
of his majesty's proclamation (for we have now no 
card-assembly at our hous'e ; only half a dozen- old 
ladies who join us at tea, and take a solemn retro- 
spect of every sin and transgression, which their 
neighbours, not themselves, have been guilty of, 
the preceding week) — But even in this hope I was 
Anatrated ; for I had just put on my spectacles, and 
read a few lines In your paper, when the excessive 
l^gtiancy of your wit [Here my modesty obliget 
me io omii a few words of compliment.'] 

This, then, is my third, but not my last com- 
plaint ; for complaining and grumbling is the only 
comfort I have in this world ; and this, sir, though 
a ytry old and trite topic, is the subject of this let- 
ter. My reasons for troubling you I will beg leave 
to explain. 

My grandson, whom I mentioned, spent a good 
part of his puerile ye&rs under my roof; and has 
talcen it into his head that I am a very learned man, 
(tliongh I never had a learned education) from a 
custom I have got of retiring from my family, many 
luNirs in the day, to my study, where I was always 
found, when called to dinner, with a great folio be- 
fore me; and at the instant any one came to the 
door, I was just then turning over my leaf; and, as 
if I were in the midst of my subject, told them I 
wonld come immediately, and ordered them to 
sit down to dinner. This had the air of a profound 
student and deep meditation; when, perhaps, I 
was only weighing my guineas, calculating my in- 
terest money or my next half year's rent ; or, at 
besty conning over some of the opposition papers 

VOL. II. D 
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(every one of wBich I take in) as food for my q&e- 
mloas dispoflidon. 

As I am uowiiliDgy however, to dineover to my 
family that I made no use of my pompous library, 
and read nothing but newspapers; and to obtige 
my grandson aforesaid, I have sent you a para- 
graph from an old author, in folio, well known la 
his day, which graphicaUy describes the disease 
(for I am conscious it is a disease) under whidi I 
myself and many of my neighbours labour — thai of 
grumbling and complidning, from nnonidBg tiU 
night, from mere habit and indulgence, or fior wtat 
of something else to say. 

The m6st important subject of our complaint, ii 
the state of public affairs; for which, perhape, 
there may he some reason : but, thouj^ I haw 
lived* threescore years in the world (from the 
days of sir Robert Walpole to Mr. Pitt's adn^nis^ 
tration), 1 never knew it otherwise. 

I have been settled these thirty years on ny 
estate in the country; but neither I nor ray tenant, 
in all that space of time, have experienced one 
fruitful season, or hardly one seasonable chiy< Ws 
have been plagued with too much rain or too midi 
dry weather : sometimes the frost has been too se- 
vere ; sometimes the winter too mild, and the con 
too rank — In a bad harvest we dreaded a famiae— 
In a plentiful year we expected to be ruined by tlit 
low price of gndn. 

I go to the coffee-house at our next market towa 
—I hear the same grumbling and complaints, hi 
the winter, '' Bless me, sir, how could you lAAt 
over the Down this cold wind ?*' In Rummer, ''Arc 
not you melted with heat,, or choked with duslT 
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In aotnmu, '* I am told it is a nasty fog.*' In the 
spring, '* Tlie north east winds will be the death of 
na." Tbtts that beantifni variety, which nature 
*has so wisely eontrived for the benefit of the whole 
creation9.iB made the constant subject of mnrmnr* 
ing and discontent. 

I hare a very good neighbour, who is an invalid ; 
be has a small padding made for himself, by a par* 
ticnlar receipt^ every day of his life : I frequently 
dine whh him ; he. grumbles the whole dinner-time 
abottt bis pudding, but he eats it all ; and his wife 
tdUs Bie he has done the same these seven years ; 
but she never knew him leave a morsel of his pud- 
ding for the children. 

If you were to see us with one or two more of 
our sociable neighbours, over a bowl of punch, or a 
tanhard of ale, you would compare as to the chil- 
dren of Israel, weeping by the waters of Babylon, 
in their captivity — such a shaking of the head, and 
lifting up of hands ! such gloomy presages and dis- 
aud inuemlos I ** Well, I say nothing ; but if this 
weather continues, God send we may be all alive 
this day three -months I" 

But every one must see dtdly instances of such 
peoplfiy who complain from a mere habit of com- 
plying; and make their friends uneasy, and 
strttigers merry, by murmuring at evils that do not 
exist, and repining at grievances which they do not 
really feel. 

Bot this is sufficient to introduce the character 
which I mentioned, drawn by Bishop Hall; and 
vfhich proves, that the same evil has existed from 
the days of Solomon king of Israel, to tliose of one 
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who fancied himself as wise as Solomon, Jamefl the 
First, Iciug of England — ** It is oanght, it is naught, 
saith the buyer ; but when he is gone away, then he 
boasteth.*' Thus it was in the days of Solomon: 
In James's reign. Dr. Joseph Hall gives this ac- 
count of " The Malcontent." 

** He is neither well, full nor fasting; and 
though he abound with complaints, yet nothing 
dislikes him but the present; for what he con- 
demns while it teaSf once past, he magnifies and 
6tri?es to recall it out of the jaws Qf time. What be 
bath be seeth not, .his eyes are so taken up with 
what be wants; and what he sees, he careth not 
for, because he cares so much for that which is 
pot. 

•« When his friend carves him the best morsel, 
he murmurs, ' That it is an happy feast wherein 
each one may cut for himself.' When a present U 
4ent him, he asks, ' Is this all? And what no bet- 
ter!* and so accepts it, as if he wonld have bis 
friend . know bow much he is bound to him Ix 
vouchsafiug to receive it. 

'< It is hard to entertain him with a propordonaMe 
gift. If nothing, he cries ont of thankfolness ; if 
. little, that he is basely regarded { if mncfa, be es« 
claims of flattery, and expectation of a large re- 
quital. Every blessi ng hath something to dlitparagfe' 
and distaste it : children bring cares ; single life Is 
wild and solitary; eminence is envious, retired* 
ness obscure, wealth burthensome, mediocrity con- 
temptible. He never is tied to esteem or pronounce' 
according to reason. Some things he must dislHie, 
he knows not wherefore, but he likes them not; 
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and sometimes, rather than not censure, he will ac- 
cuse a man of virtue. Every thing he meddleth 
with he either /indeth imperfect or maketh so." 

I am^ sir, yours, &c. 

B. 
Graves. 



No. XXXI. 
Saturday, October 13, 1787. 

Ubi per socordiam, vires, tempus, ingenium, deflux^re, 
nature iuflrmitaa accusatur. 

SalUui^. 

Jristhe common topic of coraplaipt among moral- 
ists, that miiukind is a vain and idle race ; that y^e 
aim at attainments for the enjoyment of which our 
.nature has not qualified us ; and that we suffer 
those abilities which are entiusted.to us, to be frit- 
.tered away in mean employments, or to be eaten up 
by. the rust of idleness. It is thus, that in general 
.denunciations against human depravity, all persons 
At times indulge themselves; some gratify their 
pride by noticing the frequency of those failings, 
from which they consider themselves as exempt y 
and otherH ftnd an opportunity of excusing their fa- 
vourite follies, by placing those frailties to the acr 
.count of human weakness, which are due to their 
.wilful neglect of right, or their headstrong perse- 
Keraoce in error. They make little haste to repent 
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of tbofle cnmeSy in the participation' of wbich dwy 
see mankiud lo nnirenally engaged, and fondly 
imagine that, in the general defection from Tirme, 
the frailties of an indiTidoal are of small accooat. 
While we are thus willing to impose upon oar- 
selves, apologising for our vices by arguments which 
only prove the general tendency to be vicious, every 
man contributes something to the increase of that 
evil, of whose bulk and growth every man conti- 
nues to compldn. 

Successfully have the labours of those wise men 
been expended, who, by their zeal for the welfare 
of mankind, and their accurate knowledge of hu- 
man nature, have been able to furnish the world 
with precepts of morality, which from their br^ 
vity are easily committed to memory, and fttnn 
their good sense and propriety convey their mean- 
ing to the minds of the most unenlightened. The 
lessons they have left are intended to instruct us in 
the duties we owe to religion and society ; to ex- 
cite us to virtue, by stigmatising vice ; and to check 
the pride of man, by reminding him of his Hmited 
capacity. Yet the benefits thus conferred upon ni 
are too frequently abused by cunning and designing 
men. The arguments which were intended to re- 
strain extravagance, are wielded for the defence (H 
covetousness, and each extreme of vice cxcvsei 
itself by attacking its opposite. The son of avarice, 
thriring in his misery, has abundance of maxhni] 
which he pours forth without relenting upon the 
votaries of heedless gaiety and nnfmitftil dissips* 
tion, who are content, in return, with urging tb< 
insufficiency of wealth, and the folly of those wfa( 
seek it. Various are the apophthegms by whicl 
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pfailofiophy is enabled to condemn igoorance; w»d 
ignorance is quite satisfied with itself in n^uling 
the vanity of human wisdom. 

An attempt has lately been miade to rescue the 
lower orders of people from their extreme of igno- 
ranee, by the appropriating one day in the week to 
the instilling of religious knowledge into the minds 
of the young, and exciting in them a desire of Intel 
l^ual improvement. ' For the prosecution of this 
plan, sermons have been preached, subscriptions 
opened, and every mode of persuasion and encou- 
ragement been adopted, that wealth, learning, and 
benevolence conld suggest Yet to these laudable 
designs there have been found many enemies. 
Armed with the fallacies of logic, they have with 
tnfficient ingenuity demoustrated to us, that the 
ignorance of the multitude is a public good; that to 
the ** hewers of wood, and drawers of water," 
learning' is iigurious or unprofitable ; and that the 
husbandman and the mechanic have other ol^scts 
on which their attention is more properly engaged 
than wisdom and science. All the arguments 
which were first produced to restrain the an-ogance 
oftheoverwise, are made use of to reconcile igno* 
ranee to Its darkness, and to hide the light from 
those, who, having never enjoyed it, are little sofio' 
citous to acquire what they have so long been able 
to Uve without. Many of these reasoners have an- 
swered some pri^-ate end. Some have discovered 
the skill with iVhich they can argue in a bad cause ; 
and others, under the sanction of such reasoning, 
•have .indulged their avarice, by sparing their mo^ 
ney. Rut let him who would prove that ignoranee 
ie.«Uher a blessing ox a virtue, remember, that he 
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adranoes the position of 8 wicked maii, wliicfa he 
must support with the arguments of a fool. The 
same reason which informs ns, that to make such 
ao attempt is unjust, adds the ooaifbrtablc assa- 
ranee, that to succeed in it is iqipossible. 

There is, perhaps, some^ cause o€ compkihK 
agidnst the people themselves ; who appear too little 
anxious for their oviti welfare, who neglect to catch 
the opportunity which presents itself of emerging 
from their darkness, and by their inattention 
thwart the designs of those who interest them- 
selves in their behalf, or render the success of them 
partial and limited. There is, I believe, in the 
minds of the lower class, an almost universal pre- 
valence of inclination to I'eceive instruction from 
one of their own order. They choose rather to 
deal with the same person for their cabbage-nets 
and their Christianity, their pickled pork and thdr 
prayers, than receive their religious iuforihatioQ 
from the hands of him whom learning has made 
more able to inform them, and who is more likely 
to be honest, if it be only that he has less tempta- 
tion to be otherwise. Tliey have no value for what 
they do not understand, and uo inclination to un- 
derstand what those have taught them is unprofit- 
able, whose interest it is to flatter their ignorance 
and indulge their prejudices. 

There are many persons whom betrayed con- 
fidence or disa|)poiuted expectation have driven 
from the world, to indulge in private their ill- 
iounded resentment against the sons of men. They 
leave the hannts and *' the busy hum of men," to 
brood 10 solilude o\er lYvevs AU^uiAfiwtA-^ they coo- 
tlutte to live in the aiudVo^* wA ^\!A%aa>x\ft^^Bt^^ 
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the duties they owe to society, and endeavour^ by 
perseverance, to persuade themselves they can de- 
spise mankind. Not anfrequeutly to this compound 
itf wickedness and folly do they give the title of 
philosophy. It is the peculiar tendency of such 
philosophers to take upon themselves the .office 
of. scrutinizing the springs of human actibn, with 
DO other intent than to discover their imperfections. 
They employ their penetration, with invidious accu- 
racy and malicious eagerness, to detect vices which 
were hidden from the world ; they exhibit them 
4vith the ostentation of a discovery ; they exagge- 
rate them with every ait and expedient their invea- 
tion can suggest or their sagacity approve. ' This 
is.tfae philosophical systeni of many a hermit. But 
be the success of such men's labours what it may, 
they will be so unfortunate as to find virtue enough 
in the world to defeat their hopes, and happiness 
sufficient to insure their misery. 

Upon the whole, perhaps, the philosophy of a 
reduae has little claim to our encouragement. 
That which is sometimes unfriendly, and generally 
useless, is seldom commendable. The knowledge 
whidi is cultivated, and not called into use for the 
public good, confers little benefit upon man ; and 
the religion which is exercised in secret, with 
whatever fervour of devotion, loses much of its effi- 
caqr when it hides such an example from the 
world. 

It is too often that these recluse and splenetic 
philosophers, whom I have mentioned, denounce 
their comprehensive anathemas against the sons of 
ueO), and condemn the whole spec\^« Iot >Xi^ ctvx&& 
cfMfi individuaL 

d2 
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It is, perhaps, a dangeroM iiidiilgeabe» hf iAUk 
we ever allow oorselves to dedaim in general terau 
•gainst the depravity of hamaB lULtvtre, tuid togifc 
way to the too freqaent tendeliey of oar hearts, 
when we are irritated by particular offences; to say 
in onr haste, ** All men are liars." 

It might not h6 amiss for those who are sdicK 
tons to supply their neighboars on every occasion 
with the apposite precepts of proverbial wisdom, to 
be cautions lest they become more desirous of in- 
dulging their spleen than their tenerolence, more 
fond of correcting vice than reforming it, and kst 
they £nd more pleasure in the detection of tni 
than in the bringing good to light. 

Monro. 



No. XXXII. 
Saturday, October 20, 1787. 
The short and liinple aanali of the poorw— Oroy. 

To the Author of the OUa Podrida. 

Sir, 
Ip you should esteem this little tale worth a pit 
in your amusing publication, you will pnM 
hear more from him, who is yours, 

A Wandbmui 



Being oA a tour to the North, I was one 
arrested in my progress at the entrance of A i 
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upnlet, by breaking the fore-wheel of my phaeton. 

rhU aocideut rendering It Impmclicable for me to 

rtpooped to the next town> from which I was now 

izteiea ailea di»(ant, I directed my steps to a small 

flttagCy at the door of which» in a woodbine arbonr, 

at a man of about sixty, who was solacing himsdf 

vUh a pipe. In the front of his honse was affixed 

I small board, which I conceived to contain an in- 

Imatiopi, that travellers might there be accommo. 

lated. Addressing myself therefore to the old man, 

requested bis assistance, which he readily granted; 

Mt on my mentioning an intention of remmning ak 

lis house all night, he regretted that it was not in 

lis power to receive me, and the more so, as there 

vas no inn in the village. It was not till now that 

I <ttsoovjered my error concerning the board over 

he door, which contained a notification, that there 

vas taught that useful art, of which, if we credit 

trs. Baddeley's Memoirs, a certain noble lord was 

) grossly ignorant. In short, my friend proved to 

\ the schoolmaster, and probably secretary to the 

mlet. Affairs were in this situation when the 

nr made his appearance. He was one of the 

•t venerable figures I had ever seen ; his time- 

lered locks shaded his temple, whilst the liam 

misfortone were, alas! but too visible in hia 

itenance. Time had softened, but could not 

« them. On seeing my brolcen equipage, he 

eased mc ^ and when he began to spealc, his 

tcnance was illumined by a smile.-*-*' I pre- 

, sir," said he, 'Uhat the accident you haVe just 

ienced will render it impossible for you to pro« 

Should that be the case, you wiU be much 

taed for lodgings, the place affording no ac« 
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commodatioDs for travellers, as mj piuishionen 
are neither willing nor Me to mppott an aleboiue; 
and as we have few traveUers, we hare little need 
of one : bat if yon will aeoept the best afcomoioda- 
tion my cottage affords, it is much at your ser- 
Ticc." After expressing the sense I entertained of 
his goodness, I joyfally accqited so desirable an 
o0er. As we entered the hamlet, the sun was 
gilding with his departing beams the village sfHre) 
whilst a gentle breeze refreshed the weary hinds, 
who, seated beneath the venerable oalcs that over- 
shadowed their cort«ges, were reposing themselves 
after tlie labours of the day, and listening atten- 
tively to the tale of an old soldier, who, like my- 
self, had wandered thus far, and was now distress- 
ed for a lodging. He had been in several actions, 
in one of which he had lost a leg ; and was now, 
like many other brave fellows, 

" Doom*d to beg 

His bitter bread through realms his valour saved.** 

My kind host invited me to join the ci^owd, and 
listen to his tale. With this request I i-eadily com- 
plied. No sooner did we make our appearance, 
than I attracted the attention of eyery one. The 
appearance of a stranger in a hamlet, two hundred 
miles from the capital, is generally productive of 
surprise ; tind every one examines the hew comer 
/vilh- the most attentive observation. So wholly 
did my arrival engross the villagers, that the vete- 
ran was obliged to defer the continuation of his 
narrative till their curiosity should be gratified. 
. Every one thei« took an opportunity of testifying 
the good will they bore my venerable host, by of* 
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flaring him a seat on the grass. The good man and 
myself were soon seated, and the brave veteran re- 
ismed his narrative in the following words : — 
** After,** continued he, ** I had been intoxicated, 
I was carried before a justice, who was intimate 
Jinth the captain, at whose request he attested me 
^before I had sufficiently recovered my senses to see 
the danger I was encountering. In the morning, 
when I came to myself, I found I was in custody 
of three or four soldiers, who, after telling me 
what had happened, in spite of all I could say, car- 
ried me to the next toxVu, without permittrag me 
to take leave of one of my neighbours. When they 
reached the town it was market-day, and I saw se- 
feral of the people from our village, who were all 
sorry to hear what had happened, and endeavoured 
to procure my release, but in vain. After taking 
an affecting leave of my neighbours, I was marched 
to Portsmouth, and there, together with a hun- 
dred more, embarked for the coast of Africa. 
During^ the voyage, most of our number died, or 
became so enfeebled by sickness as to oiake them 
unfit for service. This was owing partly to the cli- 
mate, partly to the want of water, and to confine- 
ment in the ship. When we reached the coast of 
Africa, we were landed, and experienced every pos- 
sible cruelty from, our officers. At length, how- 
ever, a man of war arrived, who had lost several 
mariners in a late action ; and I, with some others, 
was sent on board to serve in that station. Soon 
after we put to sea, we fell in with a French man 
of war. In the action I lost my leg, and was near 
being thrown overboard ; but the humanity of- the 
6faaplaiu preserved my life> and, on my return to 
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Eugland, procured my discharge. I applied for tbe 
Chelsea bounty ; bat it was refased me, becanse I 
lost my limb when acting as a marine : and, as 1 
was not a regnlar marine, I was not entitled to ao) 
protection from the Admiralty; therefore I to 
reduced to live on the good will of thoae who pity 
my misfortunes. To be sure, mine is a hard kit; 
but the king does not know it, or (God bless hii 
mi^esty!) he is too good to let those starre who 
have fought his battles." 

The village clock now striking eight, the worthy 
vicar rose, and, slipping something into die oU 
man's hand, desired me to follow him. At oai 
departure, the villagers promised to take care o( 
the old man. We returned the farewell dviiitiei 
of the rustics, and directed our steps to the vicarage 
It was small, with a thatched roof. Tbe front wai 
entirely covered with woodbine and honeysuckle, 
which strongly scented the circumambient air. A 
grove of ancient oaks, that surrounded the huose, 
cast a solemn shade over, and preserved the Te^ 
dure of the adjacent lawn, through the midst oi 
which ran a small brook, that gently murmured at 
it flowed. This, together with the bleating of the 
sheep, the Ibwing of the herds, the village mn^ 
mnrs, andxhe distant barkings of the trusty con, 
who were now entering on their office as guanHaai 
of the hamlet, formed a concert, at least ^ual t( 
that in T[>ttenham>court*road. On entering tbn 
uricbet, we were met by a little girl of six yean 
old. Her dress was simple, but elegant ; and he 
appearance such as spoke her destined for a highe 
sphere. As soon as« she had informed her grand 
father that supper was ready, she dropped : 
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curtsy, aud retired. I delayed not a moment to 
congratulate the good old man on possessing so 
great a treasure. He replied, bat with a sigh ; 
and we entered the house, where every thing was 
distinguiii.hed by an air of elegant simplicity that 
surprised me. On our entrance, he introduced me 
to his wife ; a woman turned of forty, who still 
possessed great reniains of beauty, aud had much 
the appearance of a woman of fashion. She re- 
ceived me with easy politeness, and regretted Aat 
she had it not in her power to entertain me better. 
I requested her not to distress me with unneces* 
«ary apologies, and we sat down to sapper. The 
•little angel, who welcomed us at the door» now 
seating herself opposite to me, offered me au op- 
portunity of contemplating one of ihe finest. hc&B 
i had ever beheld. My worthy host, observing 
how tnuch I was struck with her appearanee,. di- 
rected my attention to a picture which hung over 
ihe mantel. It was a striking likeness of my little 
oMghbour, only on a larger scale. *' That, sir," said 
he, *' is Harriett's mother. Do you net think there is 
Avast resemblance }" To this I assented ; when 
the okl man put up a prayer to Heaven, that she 
might resemble her mother in every thing but her 
unhappy fate. He then started another topic of 
iconversation, without gratifying the curiosity. he 
had excited concerning the fate of Harriet's mo- 
ther^ for whom I already felt myself much iur 
terested. Her tale, however, shall be the subject . 
of a future paper. X. 

Berkeley. 
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No. XXXIII. 

Saturday, October 27, 1787. 

To the Author of the Olla PodHda. 

Sir, 
I HAVE often beheld with concern the shamefhl 
^dition of many churches in England; and I 
may venture to say, that the ruinous state in which 
they are suffered to continue, is one cause of the 
want of real piety in those who attend them. Thej 
must have a large stock of religion in their hearts, 
who can preserve any spirit of devotion in some oif 
these fabrics, where there is frequently notliing to 
be seen or heard, which can fix the attention, or 
raise the mind to heaven. The Romanists adorn 
their churches with evei7 thing which can make 
them to appear grand, solemn, and like what is 
called the House of God. Their music aud singing 
are fine; and all things in their services and cere- 
monies conspire to raise their devotion.. 

I was led to this subject by a late excursion into 
the country, to a village not twenty- five miles from 
London. The houses were much scattered about, 
and appeared beggarly ; but within sight of the 
church there stood a gentleman's seat, which was. 
laid out with all the elegance that could be be- 
stowed upon the house and grounds. The church- 
yard joined to the park. Having surveyed every 
thing there, it being Sunday, I went into the 
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church ; 1o which oue miserable bell, much like a 
small porridge- pot, called half a duzen {)eo'ple^ 
which number comprehended the congregation. 
The church-yard itself was low and wet ; a broken 
gate the entrance ; a few small wooden tombs and 
an old yew-tree the only ornaments. Tlic inside 
of the church answered the outside : the walls 
green with damp ; a few brokeu benches ; witli 
pieces of mats, dirty and very ragged ; the stairs to 
the pulpit half worn away ; the communion-table 
stood upon three legs ; the rails worm-eaten, and 
half gone. The minister of this noble edifice was 
answerable to it, in dress and manners. Having 
entered the church, he made the best of his way to 
the chancel, where he changed his wig, put on a 
dirty, iron-moulded, ragged surplice, and, after a 
short angry dialogue with the clerk, entered hi^ 
desk, and began immediately without looking into 
the book. He read as if he had ten other churches 
to 8er\'e that day, at as many miles distance from 
each other. The clerk sung a melancholy solo ; 
neither tune nor words of which I ever heard be- 
fore. Then followed a shoi-t, confused, hurried 
discourse: after this the small congregation de- 
parted; which had consisted of a geutlcman and 
his family from the distance of about a mile and 
half, and two old men, who constantly attended 
for sii^pence a piece, given by that family. The 
door was then shut, till the next Sunday came 
round. 

These are literally and truly facts : and that 
many other country churches are no better, cither 
within or without, nor better sei-ved or attended, 
^ry body who has gone through the smaller viU 
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lagefl In England mast knqw. In some of tbe mos 
admired parts of onr admired coontry, in the neigii 
boarhood of tbe capital, in parishes frequented b; 
people of fortune, and where perhaps three or kn 
noble families attend dirine service every Sunday ii 
the ttimmer season, the churches are suffered, yea 
after year, to be in a condition, in which not on 
of those families' would suffer tbe worse room ii 
their house to continue for a week. 

This deplordhle state of our churches shows, 
think, the state of piety amongst us more than as; 
single circumstance, and has an effect upon tb 
minds of young persons which is very discouragbf 
A wretched, cold, damp building, far removed ofte 
from all habitable dwellings; within sight of wbid 
few people of consequence care to live ; made th 
receptacle of the dead ; iisited by the living ool 
once a week ; and then endangering the health c 
those who visit it, — do we wonder that people ar 
glad to be dismissed from such a place, where no 
thing but horror and melancholy strike tlieir eye 
and their thoughts ? Nor can the finest discoun 
from the puipit dispel the gloom : and the psahs 
singing in most country churches is far from coo 
tributing towards this salutary end. 

Who can expect that the young and gay wi! 
prefer this scene to the pleasures of the world ? 1 
is not ip general to be expected. Would but tb 
rich and great in every village, who larish sums ( 
money on their own persons, furniture, housei 
grounds, &c. &c.— would they but bestow a littl 
of it towards making the house of God, if not eq* 
with their own habitations, at least decent so 
cheerfdl, and such as may be entered safely an 
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without fear ; very great indeed would be the effect 
on multitudes ! It is difficvdt to conceive liow a 
small poi*tion of a large income can be expended 
more to the credit of the donor, or to the benefit 
of his neighbours. ' 

We naturally call to mind, upon this occasion, 
the uneasiness felc and expressed by the royal pro* 
phet, on considering the magnificence of his own 
house, and the little or no care taken of the ark of 
God. And if we reflect seriously on the necessity 
of having places consecrated to saci^ed purposes, 
tmd the importance of their being kept up with due 
reverence, two other remarkable passages in holy 
writ will occur to every thinking person. When 
the second temple was built, and adorned by order 
of king Artaxerxes, we find Ezra addressing htm- 
sdf to Heaven in these words : " Blessed be the 
Lord God of our fathers, who has put such a thing 
as this into the king's heart, to beautify the house 
of the Lord." And we cannot but admire the wis- 
dom of the Jews ; who when asking of our Lord & 
favour for the centurion, say, *' He loveth our na* 
don, and hath built us a synagogue." Then the 
Saviour went with them. 

I am, sir, 
Vour ol>edient humble servant, 
j4 Friend to Decency in ReHgiout fFership. 

l*he observations made by my correspondent are, 
I fear, but too just ; and 1 most readily embrace 
the opportunity of recommending them to the con* 
sideration of all whom they may concern. 

The inhabitants of most country parishes we 
-prevented by their poverty from doing much in 
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matters of this kind. The Decessary i 
•ften a safficieDt borden. Opulent fami 
therefore step forward, and take upon 
articles of ornament and beauty, or at k 
nieuce and comfort. They themselTes 
the fii'St to enjoy the advantages ; of wfc 
not, surely, be accounted the least, to be 
the necessity of blushing, when foreign^ 
sons of a different persuasion, behold th 
condition of the church by them freq 
few good examples could not fail of bein, 
and fashion, in this particular, might i 
on the side of religion. 

Indeed, onless the nobility and gen 
pleased to lend their assistance, from 
churches, we shall come to have none at 
of them were built about the same time 
the same time, if not well looked to, < 
ing : and it is easier to supiiort than to. 

It may be questioned, whether theO 

though so venerable for its antiquity, d 

occasion some of the iuconveniences ab< 

^ed. A smaller and more compact room 

'contain the congregation; aud the se] 

be performed in it with more ease and I 

. to the speaker and the hearer. It wo 

subject to damp aud cold, and at the 

more light aud cheerful. For notwithf 

celebrated line of Milton, there Is no i 

uexion between darkness and religion, > 

source of joy and comfort, of light and 

human heart, and should dispel gloom 

choly wherever it comes. 

Towards the promotion of this desir 
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doe performance of psajmody could not fail greatly 
to contribute, as it-was most undoubtedly intended 
to do. At present, in many country churches, it is 
either dismal or ridiculous; and our people are' 
frequently induced to fall off to other religious as- 
sembHes, by the superior melody to be heard in 
them* There is hope, however, of some reforma- 
tion among us in this part of divine worship ; as 
many worthy clergymen have turned their thoughts 
this way, and selected proper tunes and proper 
words for the purpose. But whoever wishes to see 
this matter thoroughly discussed, and a proper plan' 
proposed, must consult the sensible and excellent 
pamphlet lately published by Dr. Vincent on the 
subject. Z. 

Bishop Horns. 



No. XXXIV. 

Saturday, November 3, 1787. 

To the Author of the OUa Podrida. 

Fungar vice cotis. — Hor, 

Sir, ^ 
W^BN you commenced your career as a periodical 
editor, you enumerated, with a minuteness of de- 
tful, the various ingredients of which your farrago 
was to be composed. Having ever esteemed a dis- 
cussion of the merits of literary^ompositions a very 
pleasing and profitable exercise of the judgment, 
with great satisfaction I perceived that criticism 
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formed no mcoasiderable part of jour design. Id 
yonr earlier numbers, my wishes were gratified bf 
several Jndidous strictures on particular works of 
some ancient and modem writers. Bnt lately, wte. 
ther deeming soch Bpeculations unworthy oif yoir 
attention, or catching the momentary but TirtniMS 
phrensy of reformation, you have devoted your fai^ 
cubratbns to otjects, to which his majesty's mort 
grapious proclamation, and the exertions of those 
intelligent magistrates^ the justices, might be di- 
rected, with equal propriety, and perhaps with ai 
great a probability of success. 

I mean not to reprehend your co-operative ia« 
dostry, but am desirous only of recalling to the le- 
collection of your readers, that criticism was }■- 
eluded in your original plan ; and that the sn^eti 
of this letter, though of a different complexioii 
from some of your recent numbers, is not contra- 
dictory to the general tenor of your design. 

Jt is not my intention to trouble cither you oi 
your readers with remarks on any voluminous com- 
position of eminent writers, or scrupulously to ba 
lance the nice ^scriminations of varying commen 
tators. No^ sir, mine is a nrgiu theme, at yet mi 
touched by the rude hand of criticism ; and unre 
strained by the galling shacliles of prescriptive me 
thod; and, perhaps, my efforts may not 1)e no 
attended with some advantage immediately to yoii 
self, as the compositions to which I allude faai 
commonly been diff'nsed through periodical diar 
uels. lliese compositions are those narrations < 
blended fiction and sentiment, which, too incons 
derable from their size to swell into circulatoi 
duodecimos, assume the general humble denom 



OLLA PODRIDA. 71 

nation, of Tales, and are diytinguished by the epU 
tbetfl tender, paiheiie, sentimental, fsunded onfiei, 
&c. &c. 

As Aristotle deduced bis rules from the gfiat 
ori^pinals who preceded bim, it sbail be my pMK 
vince to follow so illustrious au example^ and in 
this primary essay to inculcate some general pfei> 
oepts, aud not to point out in detsdl, or extraol In^ 
(Uvidoal excellences which are profusely scatterid 
through the ampk labours of writers of this d^ 
adription. ^ 

It is essential to a tale that it should l>e tender 9 
for who is there that would not desire for bis 
works the precious balm of a sigh or a tear, rather 
than that they should excite the applause of a smile 
or the boisterous acclamation of laughter ? 

It should not abound too much In incident, lest 
the curiosity be excited as much as the fioer feel- 
ings. 

The opening of a tale should be abrupt^ and the 
author should commonly profess that his knowledge 
of it had arisen from some unforeseen acddeet. 
This saves the trouble of a long introduetion, and 
brings the author and reader fairiy at once into the 
subject. A piece of butter on a torn leaf, the be* 
ing benighted on a long journey, the trareller^a 
horse losing a shoe, have been such hackneyed ex- 
pedients that I cannot possibly approve their repe* 
tition« The introduction of the mail-coach is how- 
ever a new and fortunate epoch ; and I doubt aot 
of its being speedily adopted by several writers lu 
every variation of fracture, until the whole stock 
of casualties be exhausted. 

The principal Incideat durald net be extrsva- 
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gaut, bnt be some common occurrence, tbat It may 
come home to the bosoms of a great oHmber. A 
tender fair one sednced by Her lover — a dutifal son 
tnrned ont of doors by an unnatural father — a mar- 
riage of love and inclination thwarted by unfeeling 
parents — and all common events of a similar na- 
ture, are admirable topics. 

So much for the plot or ground-work, in which 
at intervals should be interspersed inferior circnm- 
stanccs, pathetic if possible ; but the more minute 
they arc, the greater will be their effect. A dog— 
a cow lowing for its calf — a weeping willow— a 
withered oaic — an old woman — thin gray hain on 
a human head — and the like, may certainly be in- 
troduced with great success. 

ITie diction may be allowed to be generally un- 
equal, bnt should unquestionably be florid and ele- 
vated at those intervals of the narration where such 
embellishments may be requisite. Horace's prohi- 
bition of the "jntrpurei pannV* must be totally 
disregarded. 

Exclamations should never be used without the 
most absolute necessity. They are a species of 
affront on the feelings of a reader, who throws 
down the book with indignation when he is In- 
formed at what passages he is to be affected. 
Akis I has had its day, and must now sobmit in 
its turn to the common chance of worldly revolu- 
tions. Indeed, it would be scarcely noticed, were 
not the mark of interjection / commonly annexed 
to it. — Dashes are more striking and pathetic — and 
are besides a very neat addition of typographical 
ornament. 

In respect to epithets, great caution Is Indispen- 
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fleble. The sun is ever gelden^ the moon ever sil- 
ver: the se» U aewre, and the meadow ver^emi: 
the foliage oi the trees is comiMttly greeft^ escept 
io the soonbre or dark^pathetic, when the antmniiil 
Ifoge greatly enhances' the pathos. 

Mytbologf and allegory must be introduced with 
drcttmspection^ The ^aris of Citpkly the Jires^ of 
mr^iiitm^ the warmth of hve^ the cohlnese of ilis- 
4ainy from their general acceptation, may be used 
without danger. 

, Allusions derived ftrom natural phtiosophy are 
more novel and brilliant — the electncal shock of 
paukny the vibration of reciprocal feelings, and all 
phrases of the same cast, if the reader be a young 
lady at a boarding-school, or* a young gentleman 
behind a. counter, tend at once to dazzle and snr- 
|uiie. 

To insinuate or even to directly advance a coin- 
cidence t»etween the hero' or hercnne, and any re- 
lative accompanying circumstance, is wonderfully 
efficacious, but is a felicity, though frequently at- 
tempted, not always attained by the most eminent 
authors. The following instances may probably ex- 
emplify my meaning : *' In one comer of the field 
was a venerable elm, bare at the bottom, with its 
tdp scantily crowned with leaves, which formed no 
inapposite similitude of the venerable owner, ver. 
ging to the grave by a gradual and natural decay:" 
this is of the latter ttind. In the direct species may 
be classed such passages, as, *< the lovely Maria, 
cherished by the tender care of a parent, delighted 
to contemplate the fragile and flagrant woodbine 
twining its slender folds around the supporting 
poplar." 

VOL. II. E 
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Though at first sight it may appear inconsideN 
able, it is reaJly material to assign appropriate 
and characteristic names and places;' Ca^aander^ 
Cleora, and all the list of romantic or historic ap- 
pellations, have been long exploded, and inTentioo 
is now freely permitted to create and-to apply. The 
name of the hero should therefore excite respect 
by a due arrangement of harmonious and sonoroas 
letters ; and that of the heroine should melt into 
liquid softness. Titles of amiable personages should 
gently flow ; such as are intended to create disgust, 
should hoarsely rumble. 

- Place is far from being an unimportant consi- 
deration in the texture of tales. To introduce th- 
reader to an amiable pair, sitting by a good coal 
fire, is a minute but rnsentimental circumstance. 
I would always therefore recommend a bower, 
Which, though not common in real, is very conve- 
nient in fictitious gardens — but lest it might be 
mistaken for one of the lath edifices so frequent 
under this denomination in the vicinity of London, 
it should likewise be covered with honeysuckle or 
jasmin, '' whose truant sprigs the heroine's gentle 
hand may be supposed to have conducted along the 
convex trellis." 

The denouement of a tale must be simple if the 
principal incident be so. Yet it will admit endless 
'Variations, and in all cases, where the author is 
in the least degree embarrassed, a fragment is « 
n^ver-faiiing expedient; and here I cannot but 
commend the great convenience of those intervals 
•which occur in periodical publications-; for by them 
an author is enabled to drop his narrative all at 
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. «■ 

"ipiice, and to leave his reader for a week in aa 
FVigreeable state of suspense and expectation. 
'« • Morality, though not essential, is a pretty oma- 
Hiaient to a tale ; yet it should he sparingly adopted. 
pi;have ever greatly admired the insinuation wMch 
^inthors of this description so delicately convey re- 
l' fpectiug the conjugal fidelity of their married he- 
^'roines; for. we are universally informed, that the 
l^boys are the very pictures of their fathers, and 
'' that the girls have all the graces of their mothers. 
. Such, sir, are some of the opinions I have form- 
fd on this subject, which I have thrown together 
without order or connexion ; and if from them the 
. rising generation of tale-writers may cull any use- 
ful Of improving bints, my ambition will be grati- 
fied. If pou imagine that they may contribute to 
the amusement of the public, they are very much 
at your service. • A. M. 

Hammond. 



. No. XXXV. 
Saturday^ November 10^ 1787. 

lUe ^go qui qucmda m 

Sir, 
A CORRB8POMDSMT, who may or may not ba^ en- 
gaged the attentioD of your readers, once nore ad< 
dressev you. My last letter to you, which £on- 
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taiDed aa ac«owit of Mr. HMcbpeoDy, contaiaed 
likewiaemy pro^ite to give ytm some insiglit into 
the chancter of hia wife. I shall therefore' pitK 
eeed i» a»y p&aa withoDt fortber ceremooy, not^ 
withataBding that my correspoDdeace with yoa has 
proemed rae, among my acllooi-feUowSy the title 
of ** TkB Sttckiitf Soeraim:* 

Mn. Hatcbpenoy ia thai sort- o€ womao» which 
the kiodiJQSg or the sarcftsm of the worid (I- am at 
m loia to say which) oalb a maoaging hoosewifie. 
Being rather limitei in her ideas of bnman capa- 
city, she coBsldera it as the snm total of erery 
virtue to make things go a»far a$ they cmt^ and the 
perfection of accomplishments to keep her house 
dean. Her refinements in economy are the gene- 
ral topics of her conversation » and she triumphs ia 
defying her neighbours to say they ever saw a speck 
of dirt upon her hearth, or a chair out of its pro- 
per place. 

Not long ago I beard her informing a company, 
that she never hired a man-servant unless he oould 
whistle. When her audience were staring at each 
other with looks of eager inquiry, she added, 
** When be goes to draw the beer, I constantly at- 
tend him to the top' of the cellar-stairs, and insist 
upon his whistling all the- time be remains below :" 
concluding naturally enough, that the same mouth 
cannot whistle and drink at the same time. 

My aunt makes her Solomon and me scrape our 
feet twenty times a day ; and every Saturday night 
we are compelled to go up sturs without our sboes, 
because the house has been washed, and MoUy has 
something else to do, berides eerubbiitg etfftr y$fir 
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Notwithstanding her attention to economy, she 
ia fond of fine clothes, «r, as she calls it^ ** teoking 
Uke other people f* to accomplish which» being now 
about eleven years past her meridian, and weighing 
about twenty-three stone avoirdupoise, she dresses 
Jierself in white, with a jAiik sash, and a 'proper 
assortment of pink ribbons. If you havc^ever been 
so fortunate, gentle reader, as to catch an A^lfrora 
bortalis in the via iactea^ yon cannot be at a Mb for 
a simile to which you may liken :the heroine^ my 
history. 

The conversation of my aunt, particularly when 
she look$ like oiher people, has something in it not 
perhaps very peculiar, yet not altogether unworthy 
of notice. She is what I have heard in the Borough 
called, a fine ipohen gentlewoman ; by which I am 
led to conceive their fine speaking consists In vohi- 
bility of utte^nce, and a readiness in the vulgar 
tongue. Her speeches, however, are full of ani- 
mated matter and rhetorical figure, and deli^red 
in a tone of voice much 'like that of Cains Graochtn 
without his pitch-pipe. She talks of '* giving the 
hydra-head of fashion a rap on the hnueklee;" send, 
when she wants a simile, generally has recourse to 
a sugar-loaf, a rcAl o# pig-tail, or the Momenent ; 
sometimes however observing, that the coadhes 
rattle by her door Uke anp thing. 

Thus lier style is ornamented with the best 
flowers of rhetoric, sitmies, and' metaphoM ; si- 
miles which, by a peculiar felicity, convey no Ideas 
of Bimltittfde; and m^aphors vdiich illustrate no- 
thing but their own confusion. 

My aunt has many amiable qualities. Herflde- 
llty to Solomon is unimpeached, and invincible. 
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She is constant in her attendance at church, unless 
perchance she has received a card of informatiou, 
that Mrs. Deputy Peppercorn will wait on Mrs. 
Hatch penny to dinner on Monday. In this case she 
prudently stays at home, whipe up five syUabnbs 
when there will be only four at dinner, returns her 
card of compliments, and wiuts with impatience to 
see Mrs. Peppercorn. The good lady has a just 
ckdm to the title of compassionate. She cannot 
bear those vile people who drive oxen through the 
streets of London, and cut the poor ereters about the 
legs till they looh enough to make one sick. But 
compassion, which consists only in words, does not 
content her. She gives in charity to a poor boy 
every weeic a penny, contriving within the seven 
days, to send him at least on fourteen errands. My 
aunt contents herself with the idea that no one can 
say she is uncharitable. I have somewhere heard 
of an ingenious philosopher, who turned his shirt, 
and observed with the same spirit; of contentment 
and satisfaction, *' JFhat a comfort there is m ckM 
linen r* 

Mrs; Hatchpenny was so kind as to take tne with 
her, on Saturday last, to a tea-drinking party, at 
Brompton, to which my uncle Solomon was in- 
vited ; but the wind being in the east, and stocks^ 
low, he fancied he had a cold, and stayed at home. 
As we went by appointment early, we had discussed 
some weighty points before the tea entered. We 
had already learnt, that Miss Primrose gave fifteen 
shillings a yard for her apron, and that she bought 
it from the shop at the comer of Juniper-street. 
Captain Makeweight had bruised his side by a fall 
in the Artillery-ground^ his sword getting between 
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his legs, and thereby laying him sprawlHig. Mr. 
Titus Oats, a country cousin, had lost his turnips 
by the fly — Miss Tallboy had sprained her ancle, by 
climbing an apple-tree — ^^rs. Posset had been at 
the Hackney assembly ; and to be sure Miss Car- 
damum was the belle of the place, till she began 
dancing, and then she moved for all the world like 
a ra\y militia-man to the quick march ; or, ssud 
the lady of the house, with a good-humoured smile, 
'' like an elephant upon hot bricks*' — '' Or (added my 
aunt) like St. Paul's upon four wheels/' The tea 
pow arrived ; and between the rattling of the cups^ 
we had only time to fling in an obsen^ation or two 
like the chorus of a Greek play, when the persons 
of the dialogue are taking breath. We passed a 
few strictures upon the A^idow Scramble's . fourth 
marriage ^ and after the removal of the tea.table». 
and a short review of our absent neighbour's, con- 
duct, a general conversation took place, each ad* 
dressing the person who sat upon the nearest chair. 
My aunt, in the mean time, could not help glancing 
first at the apron which had created a former con- 
versation, and then at her own, being conscious 
that she had given two and twenty shillings a yard 
for every inch of her's — Unfortunately, no one 
asked the price of it, and she found herself under 
the disagreeable necessity of informing the com- 
pany, unsolicited, that she bought it at the same 
time when Mr. Hatchpenny fined ^ for sheriff";--- 
which is now seven years, come next Lord Mayoir. 
My aunt then took occasion to descant upon the 
convenient situation of their shop in the Borough; 
io^ do the business of. which, she obser\'ed with 
foine epaphasis, << they were obliged to keep four 



JanrDefDieD, peck Md perch all tke year 
ooodar witli uuther.'*— Haqdlj I wu-at 
c^Uin to Um eooipMijr, «rbl<4i I did wil 
pleunrc, thiLt the TTordi ^(cA and p«wA {a £ 
aKttiAcir with «y nut) were -mi aUnrion 
InbaUtant of a bird'Cage, aad «eui notbt 
Ibtui board and lodging. 

*■ How do TOO Hke fow oci^bonn (he 
ftaaji ?" laid Mln PftniiMe, fa a irhispa 
lidy of tlie boDK. — " Tbejare BMHiitroail; 
Uialag," said the other.' A dtalogne of a 
■atpre then oenmenoed, la which li was i 
able, that the odc mgulaTly begaB a Kitten 
the other M TCgukarir flniihcd it. " Ai 
(aaid the first) be'> a churlish rid fbd, witi 
qoailtiei of a btar" — " except hli dapcii 
taraed the other. " She's a great ecoui 
hear" — " Yes, In ererj thing bat her . 
"Sbe'i (he eatj of Iter neighbonrhood, 
great prodence," — "and her green pic 
" Her repatation and her gowD are ever 
spot" — '"He one beeanw she's *o nnrei 
ngly, and the other iKoaase she tabes sac 
lent ca« of It." " She^ very nimble at 
and, never having bees -detected In cheatt 
be said (o hare had a perpetual ran of got 
—How br this dialegne proceeded, I kn 
for our candle and lantern now CBUed lu 
peacefal abode of my nncle, whom, npon 
Mm, we foDDd, contrary to all the mlei 
■Kitic felicity, gittlug with one foot a 
hearth, and a bottle by Us side, whteb I 
■aspect to have contained Mne «f the i4gl 
fBidsbire. Upon oar eutrasce, the poaitk 
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foot was quickly altered, and the bottle placed in 
the cupboard. My atint withdrew, in order to di- 
vest herself of her splendour before the stipper 
came ; remai*king, pointedly enough, that the itear 
and iear of clothes in carving was an^azing and pro- 
digioM. The incidents of the next two hours were 
few, and may be easily told — Stoclts had, from the 
accounts of that evening, risen one and a half, and 
iny uncle's cold was better. At length, after a 
short dissertation upon the folly of mankind, and 
the extravagant demands of the Chelsea bun- 
makers, we recollected that it was Saturday ni§ht^ 
pulled off our shoes, and retired to rest. 

I am, &c. 
Socrates in Embryo. 
Monro. 



No. XXXVI. 
Saturday, November 17, 1787. 

* CumGneciam univenam itinere rapido peragraverit, ni* 
hU fore de QimAk, nihil vera Atticum, aut qiiovis modo 
memoralnle, domum raportabiti cum scilicet satis habuerit, 
peragrinantium plurimorum ritu« locorum nomina forsan et 
situs in transcursu not&sse { interea vero civium mores et 
instituta, prseclara et virtutum et ingenii monimenta, 
Qculo diligenti et curioso neutiquam exploraverit 

Burtoni in flcvraXoyiotv Dedieatio, 

Tqb various advantages which a traveller may de- 
rive from an acquidntance with the modem lan<^ 
gnagea, are too obvioua to require a minute detail. 

b2 
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Ther» » one^ however* which deservei particn- 
Urly ^o, bepoi^ed out ;. (qx, inconsideraMe m il may 
app^W u^ (b« .e>tiin«tioii.o£ 3K>i)9g nen of finrtimey 
U wiiljhfiy^ qq small w^ighl with their parenla wad 
gnardliiuiis. l allude to the eooMderable expense 
which, may he psevemed by those who are ahla-to 
coovecsei witli th^. natives, of other eonotries 10 
their t^Hpa, language.. Hie who is a tolerable Iw- 
guist w&y he supposed to understand manners and 
custoi9S.;c V^A few ipen» however kna^sli^ will at- 
tempt, t^cfiheat^ him wh<^ seeiBfi 4» wise aftihem- 
selT^. , ika4y'. and plapiaiblB covreisation will dis- 
concert th^ attacks of imposition^ and elnde the 
stratagems of chicane. The French imagine that 
England produ/p^S. V much gold as the coast of 
Africa; and that monsieur John Bull leaves^his aa- ' 
tive country merely to scatter his money with 
thoughtless profusion about the continent. In 
consequence of this extravagant opinion^ he rarely 
escapes without paying; five times the real' value for 
every commodity. His pocket is supposed to be a 
rich bank, upou which erery rapacious Frenchman 
may draw at pleasure ; and, of course, demands are 
made upon it with incessant avidity, and unrelent- 
ing extortion. These remarks are indebted for no 
small degree of confirmation to the following au- 
thentic anecdote. An officer of the reghn^t 
d'Artois, who was on a journey Crom Londjoa X9 
Paris, spent the night at the Hvtel tP Anglei^m^9X 
Calais. Ou examining hlsbUl tbe next morning; 
he found that be was charged a guinea for his sup- 
per, which bad consisted only of told meat and a 
bottle of vm df paUk Enraged atso grass an impo- 
sition^ he summoned tke> master of the iniiy and in- 
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sisted upon an abatement. *< Mitord/* sild the 
landlord, <* I ^iaimot diiigrtifce im CtfflfMhunffd 6f 
your rank by charging^ lihn % lees price.^ ♦* fS^YHtb," 
replied the officer, **' I amnot a man or4|itaHfy, biit 
a poor lien tenant- in the service of the Grand Mo« 
narqne." •* Morblen ! " rejoined the landlortil/ •• ( 
confess I have made an egregions blnndef.-^I hope 
jfour honour wiU forgive me if I reduce tty demand 
to half-a-crown." 

It is not less necessary ibr « traveller to set out 
with these qualifications, which will enable hite to 
repel the encroachments of imposition, than it Is 
desirable for him to have stored his mind wHh do- 
mestic information. The author of the Tabhuu^e 
Parit remarks, with great justness, thatwe-aire not 
best acquainted with those things which every day 
affords us an opportunity of seeing. Curiosity 48 a 
languid principle where access is easy, and gratlfiea* 
tion is immediate r remoteness and difficulty are 
powerful incentives to its vigorous and lasting «^> 
rations. By many who live within ihe sound of 
Bow beU, the internal Wonders of St. Paul's «r 
the Tower may not be thought in the least -degree 
interesting. Yet, how justly would Mch persons 
be classed with the incurious of iEsop, if, on «risit- 
ing their country friencfai^ it should appear that they 
had never been in the whispering gallery, or seen 
the lions! Equally ridiculous is that EngMshnNm 
who roams in search of curiosities abroad/ without 
having previously inspected the great beauties of 
nature and art at home. Sir Solomon Simple, be- 
ISore bfe was informed at Venice that the Paotheoft, 
and St, Stephen's Walbrook, in London, were tWo 
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of the first plecei of srclii lecture in Ei 
Bcrer heard that socb bnlldiiiKt exUted. 

When a man eaya he is going to vi: 
MnDtries, it ii otccisarf tu be acqaatntei 
diaposiilou aud tum of miaA, to ouden 
he designs bj Ihe declaralion. The s 
connolioenr, the mao of Taahlon, the mei 
tend tn coavej very diSereut ideas by 
phrase. They may all be carried to the 
in the game ghip, bat, as their whemel 
moat diMlmilar kinds, tliey aeparate nei 
again. Like tin direii^nft rays at light, 
sne from the aame poiut, but go off Id i 
reclious : their res|>ectiTe pnreiiitB est 
analogy which ia observed tietweeu Inv 
the stndy of biatory. Cbaracteis, man 
laas, laws, gorernrntal, aBtiqnIties, arti 
and coDimerce, form the luitrriats (or e 
to the traveller as iveil aa ibe rMrter : 
to both the highest, as well aa the lowes 
tual gratificatlODS. The philusopher in 
liieories by an intimate acqnaintaare wit 
TMIeri of mankind; and the iriflerkiUi 
a manner entert^ning to himself and inc 
Ihe pnblic, 

It ia tlie fashionofthe present times tc 
the nirface of things, aud to dive to the I 
uothlng. General knowledge is moat n 
ably most desirable, l>ecauBe it is l>est cal 
general iiiterconrse with manklud. He 
wbo liares to make false pretemiona to 
with ridicule whilst be lays anares foi 
SlKh,llkeu')K, is the reward pf those w: 
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miliarly of persons whom they never knew^ and de- 
scribe places which they ue\*er saw. When fertility 
of invention deserts the standard of truth, to aid 
the boasts of vanity, it becomes not only a danger* 
ous, but a despicable talent. Captain Lemuel Sin- 
bad, (*vho never extended his travels beyond Flan-, 
ders) will tell yon he shook hands with old Frederic 
the last time he reviewed his troops at Potsdam; 
Mention the emperor of Germany, be will positively 
assert that he had a private conversation with him 
upon the improvement of gun barrels. As for the 
earthquakes in Calabria, be accompanied- sir Wil-* 
11am Hamilton to ascertain the extent of their 
effects : he went frequently to shoot with the king 
of Naples; and was informed at Constantinople, by 
a bashaw of three tails, that .the grand signoj: 
would, certainly declare war against the empress. 
The d^ptain relates his incredible adventures in 
different companies with sucb piaterial variations 
of circumstances, as repel belief, and destroy pro- 
bability. He is generally as much at war with him- 
self,, as with the accounts given by others: but 
neither the incredulous laugh, nor shrewd cavils of 
his friends, can cure him of his darling passion for 
fiction, because be can support the tottering fabric 
of romance with the props of subtle and prompt 
argument. Nothing pleases him more, than to find 
that the eel of sophistry will often elude the strong-* 
est grasp of objection. The captain be^rs a dose 
resemblance to the noted Psalnianazar, to whom, 
when it was objected, that, as the sun was vertical 
at Formosa, all the fires mugt be extinguished, 
readily replied, *' that to prevent such inconTe<* 
uiencesj the chimQe)'9 were built obliquely,*' 
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By way of oondmicm to this paper, such a sketdi 
of character and detail of circamttaiices shall be 
exhibited as may probably be thoagbt UHtfkmi 
Whether they be matters of foct or not, 'fa by Dd 
means a subject of importance. If the plan tald 
down be practicable, the salutary etieots resnUiag 
fhun its ezecation caanol lie dienied ; ^leca&ie It 
will remove varioas inconreniences, 4md Mf^ 
obHoas defects in the instmctions which kafehean 
frequently given to young travellers. 

Frederic Manly, after havteg pmsed throof^a 
public school with applanie, was vent to the vid' 
versity at the age of eighteea, tnder the immediate 
eare of a private tutor. He applied wHh gnatdi* 
Ugence to classical and mathematical sta^Hea aadl 
he reached bis twentieth year, when Ms ftcher 
thought it was necessary for him to lay a solid 
finindation of domestic knowledge, befoi^ the super- 
structure of foreign travel was ereeted. ThU4o« 
mestic knowledge consisted in an investigation of 
the principles of the constitution, the ^lysteth of 
laws, and the administration of justices Hcon* 
prised a. general inquiry into the seveval <branche8 
of commerce and manuftictures ; the stitle of*9gri- 
culture, learning, and the arts; and condlfided 
with an examination of the reasmilibleoeSs of «ia* 
tlonal religion. The deieots or errors of hooks cia 
these interesting topics, were remedied by^conit^- 
sations with intelligent persons; and the ^«gue 
systems of r theory wert rectified by ohservatldds on 
the actual state offings. To diversify these "par- 
snlts, Manly made the regular tour of Gteat Bri- 
tain, with the double intention of surveylog asMisl 
and arti^cUI curiosities, and of 0Qi»rcspsiag with 
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those who were eminent for manners j attainments, 
or genius. On visiting the continent, a more ex- 
tensive and interesting pnospect was displayed t^ 
his view; bvt he did not dissipate his cnrlodty 
amidst a frivolous and perplexing variety of objects. 
Aa he had been long habituated to-the acqoirement 
of useful knowledge, his researches were directed 
to that alone. He possessed the l>est means of pro- 
curing satisfactory and genuine information, as he 
conversed in the French, Italian^ and German lan- 
guages, with elegance aod fluency. Such was the 
snooess with which hesaorificed to the Graces, that 
4he ladies were charmed with the politeness of hb 
manners ; and soch^ was die highly cultivated state 
of his miadj that fordgners, in general, gained cod* 
siderably by the Interchange of ideas. His heart 
was happily secured agunst the seductions of Illicit 
amours, by an early attachment to a lady, whose 
temper and turn of mind were congenial with liis 
own. Their absence was alleviated by a regular 
correspondence. His desire to contribute to her 
entertainment and Information made every object 
doubly interesting, and gave the keenest edge to his 
curiosity. He surveyed the best specimens of an- 
cient and modem art with a degree of rapture 
which bordered on enthusiasm. His taste was not 
the offspring of affectation, but the gift of nature. 
Improved by experience. Harmony of colours, 
symmetry of parts, and the name of a great master, 
were. In his estimation, merely excellences of the 
second class. Sculpture and painting had no 
charms for him, exclusive of th& force and beanQr 
of their effect. Rome aod Florence were the prin*- 
dpiU phwes of his resideace^ because In tiiem the 
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finearU had deposited their most valuable treasures. 
At the expiration of three years he returned to bis 
native country, and vftis united to the mistress of his 
affections. His manners were refincfd, but not for- 
. mal ; his dress was fashionable, but not fopptsb ; 
his deportment easy, but not finical. His constitn- 
tton was invigorated by exercise, and his fortune 
unimpaired by extravagance. Scepticism had not 
undermined, nor bigotry contracted, his religtons 
principles. He gave a proof how high a polish the 
British diamond will tatce; his example fhDy 
evinced, that it cannot be excelled either in soH- 
dity or lustre. His prejudices were worn away by 
enlarged intercourse with manlcind. His pMlan- 
thropy was ardent, and his patriotism not less spi- 
rited than rational. Manly, in short, was a dtisen 
of the world, who had carefoUy weighed the merits 
of all cnltivated nations, and made England the 
place of his residence, because her excellences pre- 
ponderated in the scale. 

Monro. 
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Saturday, November 24, 1787. 

Continuation of the yicar*» Tale. 

SoppER being removed, after chatting some time, 
my worthy host conducted me to my bed-chamber, 
which was on the ground floor, and lined with j 
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mine, that was conducted in at the windows. 
After wishing me good night, he vetired^leaving me 
td rest. The heanty x>f the scenery, lioWevjer, and 
my usual propensity to walk by moonlight, induced 
me to leave my fragrant cell. When I rallied forth» 
tbe moon was darting her temperated i^ys through 
the shade that surrounded ^e cottage, tipping ^ 
tops of the venerable oaks with silver^ After 
taking a turn or two on the lawn, I wandered to 
the spot, — "where the rade forefatbevs Of tbe 
hamlet steep." It was small, and for the most part 
surrounded with ewe-trees of an ancient date, be« 
neath whose solemn shade many generations had 
mouldered into dust. No sooner did I eater, than 
my attention was caught by a. pillar of white fnar«> 
bte, placed on the summit of a small eminence, the 
base of which was surrounded with booeystfcklea 
and woodbines, whilst a large willow overshadowed 
the pillar. As I was with attention perusing the 
epitaph, I was not a littte alarmed by the approach 
of a figure, clothed in a long robe. The apparition 
continued advancing towards me with a slow step, 
and its eyes fixed on the ground, which prevented 
it observing me till we were within reach of each 
other. Great was my wonder at recognising mf 
worthy host in this situation ; nor was his asto- 
nishment less at fkiding his guest thus courting the 
appearance of goblins and fairies. After each had 
expressed the surprise he felt, I proceeded to in* 
quire whose dust was there enshrined. To my 
question he returned answer, ** There, eh*, steeps 
Harriet's mother, an innocent, but unfortunate 
woman. Pardon me, sir," siud he, ** if fbr a momeni 
I indulge my sorrow, and bedew my Harriet's grave 



OLLA PQPRIDA. 

nth tears,— a tribute that I often pay her much- 
(Mred memory, when the rest of the world are lost 
D sleep." Here he paused, and seemed much agi- 
ated. At length he requested me permission to 
lefer the recital of Harriet's woes.till the next day^ 
« he found himself unequal to the task of proceed- 
ng in the painful detail. Totliis proposal I readily 
locedcd, and we returned home. I retired to my 
oom, but every attempt to procure sleep proved 
neffectual: Harriet bsid so wholly occupied my 
honghtSf that no moment of the night was suffered 
o pass unnoticed. At length, '' when soared the 
varbling lark on high," 1 left my couch, and re^ 
oined my worthy landlord, who was busHy employ- 
id in the arrangement of his garden. Though I 
leclined mentioning the subject of our last night's 
idrenture, yet he saw the marks of anxious ex* 
)ectation in my countenance, and proceeded to 
pratify the curiosity he had inspired. ** It will be 
lecessary," said he, "before I proceed to relate 
he woes that befell my daughter, to give a short 
iketch of my own life. Six and twenty years ago; 
Mrs.* • * came hither for the benefit of her health, 
he air being recommended as highly salubrious. 
Dn her arrira), she gave out that she was the 
laughter of a clergyman, who was lately dead, and 
lad left her in narrow circumstances. I thought it 
ny duty to visit her, and offer her any little attention 
n my power. She received me with politeness, 
uid expressed a wish to cultivate my acquaintance. 
[ continued to repeat my visits for some time, vntb* 
mt suspecting that there was any thing particular in 
tier history ; till one rooming, I found her in tears; 
reading a letter she had just received. On my en- 



OLLA PODRIDA. 91 

trance, she gave it to me: it contained a notifica- 
tion from lord B's agent, that her usual remittanoet 
would no longer be continued. . On opening UdA 
letter, I was led to siippose that her cohnecticMi 
with lord B. was not of the most honourable na- 
ture : but all my suspicion vanished on her prodn^ 
cing several letters from lord B. to hermother, with 
whom he had been long connected. From . these 
letters I learnt, that Mrs. • • • ^-as the daughter of 
lord B. by Miss M. sister to a Scotch baronet, 
■whom he had seduced and supported during the re- 
mainder of her life. But he had, it seems, deter- 
mined to withdraw his protection from the fruit of 
their connection. Mrs.* * * declared she knew 
.not what step to take, as her finances were nearly 
exhausted. I endeavoured to comfort her, assu- 
ring her that she should command every assistance 
in-jny power. On hearing this, she seemed a little 
satisfied, and became more composed. After sit- 
ting with her some time, I returned home, to con« 
sider in what manner I might most easily afford 
protection to the young orphan, whose whole de- 
pendence was on my support. If I took her home 
to live with me, as I was unmarried, it would give 
offence to my parishioners : my income was too 
confined to admit of my affording her a separate 
establishment. Thus circumstanced, I determined 
to offer her my hand. You will, no doubt, say it 
Was* rather an imprudent step for a man who had 
seen his fortieth year to connect Iiimself with youth 
and beauty ; but as my brother was then living, H 
was impossible for me to render her the least assis- 
tance on any other plan. She received my proposal 
with grateful surprise, and accepted it without her 
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sitition. In a few days we were married, and Yxft 
mm lived together six and twenty jeara, in a state, 
the Midty of which has nerer been intermpted by 
those discordant jars which are -se frequently the 
concomitants of matrimony: though, alas! onr 
p^ace has received a mortal wound from one, the 
Mie mention of whose name fills me with hoitorf 
But not to Egress — before the return of thiit 
day which saw me blessed with tlie hand of Emily, 
my happiness received an important addition, by 
the birth of a daugliter, who inherited all her 
mother's charms. It is superfluous to add, tliaft 
she was equally the idol of both her parents ; aad 
as she was the only fruit of our marriage, she be- 
ciame every day a greater favourite. My wife hsd 
received such an education as rendered her felly 
capable of accomplishing her daughter in a manner 
far superior to any thing her situation required, or, 
perhaps, could justify. To this agreeable iemploy- 
ment, however, she devoted her wlioletine ; and 
SFhen Harriet had reached her eighteenth year, sb^ 
mksi in every respect, a highly accomplished wo- 
man. She was become what that picture represents 
Iter. With an amiable temper and gentle manners, 
she was the idol of the village. Hitherto she bad 
experienced a state of felicity unknown in the more 
e»dted stations of life — unconscious, alas! of die 
ills that awaited her fiiture years. 

^ h is with reluctance I proceed in tlte nSelancholy 
narrative. One evening, as a young man, attended l^ 
a servant, was passing through the village, his hone 
startled, and threw him. Happening tebeon the spot 
at the time, I offered every assistance in my power, 
and conveying him tp my cottage, dispatched his ser- 
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▼ant in qn^t of a svrgeon, who declared our patient 
was not in any danger, bnt recommended it to him to 
delay his departure for a day or two. His health, how* 
ever, or rather his love, did not admit of his tr^rellxng 
for near a foitnight ; djoring which time, he-estab- 
lished his interest with Harriet by the most plea- 
ding and unremitting attention to her sUghtest 
wishes. When about to depart, he requested leave 
to repeat his visit on his return from his intendod 
tour, dropping, at the same time, some distant 
hints of his affection for Harriet, to whom he was 
by no means indifferent. 

*' Mr, H. (for so our guest was named) iuformed 
us, previous to his departure, that he had a small 
independent fortune ; but that from a distant rela^ 
lion he had considerable expectation. After bid* 
ding an afiectionate adieu to Harriet, he set out on 
his intended tour, which lasted for a month." — 
The effects produced by his absence must, however, 
be reserved for another paper. X. 

Berkeley. 
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Saturday, December 1, 1787. 

Conclusion of the Vicaa^s Tale^ 

>< During the time of Mr. H's absence, Harriet 
appeared pensive, and I observed with pun that be 
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ide no slight impression on her heart. At 
Mr. H. retamed, and Harriet's receptiDB of 
>ft us no room to doubt her attachment. 
; his second visit he vnorverj assiduous to se- 
le favour of ail the family; with Harriet he 
succeeded; nor were Mrs. T. or myself dis- 
to disHkehim. His manners were elegant, 
s wit lively. At length he obtained ffom 
.'t the promise of her hand, provided her pa- 
should not object. Hitherto I had never been 
id to make any inquiries concerning his dr- 
aoces and character. . Now, however, by his 
ion, I applied to Mr. £ — ns, a clergyman of 
^quaintarice. This gentleman, now in an ex- 
station in the church, then chaplain to lord 
ormed me, that Mr. H. was in every respect 8 
ble match for my daughter; and that, when- 
lis cousin should die, he would be enabled to 
ain her in affluence and splendour: — he added 
lis character was unexceptionable. Little sns- 
ig the villanous part Mr. £ — ^ns was acting, I 
y consented to the proposed union, and per- 
d the ceremony myself. Mr. H. requested 
Lheir marriage might be kept a secret till the 
of a son and heir. This proposal rather 
ed me, but it was too late to retreat ; and 
ing no one in the great world, it was impossi- 
r me, previous to the marriage, to procure toy 
Dt of Mr. H. but such as his friend communl* 
to me. Thus circumstanced, I could only 
nt : and as Harriet readily adopted every pro- 
that came from one she so tenderly loved, 
latter was finally agreed on. After staying a 
ays, he set off for London, but soon retunied, 
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imd passed the whole winter with ns; and in the 
Springy Harriet was delivered of thatiittle girl jm 
so much admire. I now pressed him toncknow- 
ledge my daughter as his wife. To this he an- 
swered, that, had she bronght him a son, he would 
readily have complied with my request ; but that 
his cousin was so great an oddity, that he could not 
bear the idea (to use his own expression) ' of hav- 
ing his fortune lavished in a milliner's shop:' 
^ but,' added he, ' if you insist upon it, I will now 
risk the loss of all his fortunej and introduce my 
Harriet to his presence.' Harriet, however, again 
interfered, and desired that Mr. H. might not be 
forced into measures that might in the end prove 
destructive of his future prospect, and induce him. 
to regret the day he ever saw her. These arguments 
prevailed, and Mr. H. was suffered tocontinoe as a 
■member of the family without any farther notice 
being taken of the subject. In this manner had 
three years elapsed undistinguished by any remark- 
able event, Mr. H. generally passing half the year 
with us, and the remainder in London, attending, 
as he said, on his cousin ; when one day, as he was 
fitting with us at dinner, a chaise and four drove 
up to the house. The servants inquired for Mr. H. 
and on hearing he was there, opened the carriage 
door. A gentleman, dressed like an is$cer,|amped 
out, followed by a lady in a travelling dress; — they 
rushed immediately into the room. Tlieir appear- 
'ance amazed us; but Mr. H. betrayed the most vi- 
-sible marks of consternation. The lady appeared 
to be about thirty. She was a woman by no means 
Institute of personal charms. The moment she 
entered the room, she seized upon Harriet, and. 
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kNutiDg b«r with every horrible einthet, proccedfld 

to iq^iUse her piissioii by strikiiig her IniMMtBt 

lifBL On seeing this, ao old servant of aiiae 

aelced the My* and forcibly turned her oat o| the 

hoase ; then fiusteaed the door. It was not dU now 

that we perceived the absence of Mr. H. who hsd, 

it seemSy retired with the lady's compaiiioB. Whibt 

we were still lost in amasemeot at the tranaadhNi 

we had just witnessed, we were alarmed to ths 

highest pitch by the report of a pistoL Harriet hi- 

itantly ftunted. Whilst Mrs. T. was reooveiiog 

her, I flew to the spot from whence the soonri pM>- 

oeededy^and there found Mr. H. weUerSBg in lu> 

bjkKxiy with a pistol lying by him. I approadied, 

and found him still sensible. He informed me, 

that the lady's brother and he had fbaght, and that 

seeing him fail, they had both escaped aa fest as pos» 

•ible. I instantly procured assistance, and conveyed 

kim to the house, where he was put to bed, and a 

surgeon was sent for. In the mean time Harriet 

had several fits, and we were very apprehensive that 

the hour of her fate was approaching. On the 

arrival of the surgeon, he declared the wonad 

Mr. H. had received would probably prove mortal, 

and recommended the arrangement of his afiidrs. 

Mr. H. received the news with great agony, and 

desired that I might be left alone with him. No 

sooner was this request granted, tlian he addressed 

me in the following terms : " In me, Mr, bdioid 

the most unfortunate, and, alas ! the most gaihy of 

men. The lady, whose ill-timed visit has lost nc 

my Ufe, Is, — I tremble to pronounce the word,-Hajr 

wife." Seeing me pale with horror, he proceeded : 

'* No wonder, sir, that you should bdiold vritb 
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horror one who has repaid unbounded hospUaUty hy 
uueqtMiled ^illanp. The bare remembrance of my 
own guilt distracts me. The awfiil hour is now fast 
approaching, when I must receive my final doom 
from that Hearen whose laws I have so darfaigly 
violated/ To redress the injuries I have committed 
iSy alas ! impossible. My death will be an atone^ 
nent by^ uo means sufficient. I cannot, however, 
leave this world till yon shall be informed, that ten 
thousand pounds, the whole of my property that is 
at my disposad, has long ago been transferred by me 
into tlie hands of trustees, for the benefit of my 
much-injured Harriet, and her unhappy infant. In 
my own defence, I have nothilig to urge. Suffer me 
only to remaric, that my misfortune arose from the 
avarice of my father, who forced me into a mar- 
riage with the woman you lately saw, and whose 
brother has been the instrument in the hand of 
Providence to inflict on me the doom I so much 
merited. If possible, conceal from Harriet that I 
was married. Picture, for her sake, an innocent 
deception, and tell her that I was only engaged to 
that lady. This will contribute to promote her 
repose^ and the deception may possibly plead the 
merit of prolonging a life so dear to you : for the 
elevated mind of my Harriet would never survive 
the fatal discovery of my rillany. But, ohi when 
my unhappy child shall asli; the fate of him who 
gave her being, in pity draw a veil over that guilt 
which can scarcely hope to obtain the pardon of 
Heaven." There he ceased, and, uttering a vbort 
prayer, expired. Happily for Harriet, she eontliraed . 
In a state of insensibility for three days, dnriag 
which time I had the body removed to a ndg^boor- 

Y0L.1I. F 
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ing house, there to wait for intennexit. Hamg 
addressed a letter to Mr. H/s agent In town, he seut 
orders for the body to be removed to the family 
bnrying-place, where it was accordin^y interred. 
Harriet recovered by slow degrees from the state of 
happy insensibility Into which the death of Mr. 
H. had planged her. Her grief became silent and 
settled. Groans and exclamations now gave way 
to sighs and the bitter tears of desponding grief. 
She selddm or never spoke ; but would cry for hours 
together over her hapless infant, then call on the 
shadow of her departed Henry, little tiuspecting the 
irreparable injury he had done her. It was with 
infinite anxiety I beheld the decline of Harriet's 
.health. Prone as we ever are to hope what we 
ardently desire, I now despsured of her recovery. 
Whilst in a state of hopeless inactivity, I was doomed 
to witness the lingering death of my lamented Har- 
riet, I received a visit from an old friend. On his 
arrival, I allotted him the apartment formerly in- 
habited by Mr. H. and Harriet. About midu'ght 
he was awoke by some one entering the apart- 
meut. On removing the curtain, he discovered, by 
the light of the moon, my adored Harriet, in a white 
dress. Her eyes were open, but had a vacant look, 
that plainly proved she was not awake. She ad- 
Tanced with a slow step ; then seating herself at the 
foot of the bed, remained there an hour, weeping 
bitterly the whole time, but without uttering a 
word. My friend, fearful of the consequences, for- 
bore to awake her, and she retired with the same 
deliberate step she had entered. . This intelligence 
alarmed me excessively. On the next night she 
was watched, and the same scene was repeated, 
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with this difference, that, after quitting the fatal 
apartment, she went to the room where her daugh- 
ter usually slept, and, laying herself down on the 
bed,, wept over the child for some time ; then r&» 
turned to her apartment. The next morning we 
waited with anxiety for her appearance at break- 
fast ; but, alas !" — Here a flood of tears afforded to 
my friend that relief which he so much needed; 
and we returned to the house. After passing some 
days with this worthy couple, 1 proceeded on my 
tour ; quitting, with reluctance, the abode of sorrow 
and resignation. — ^Those whom the perusal of this 
tale may interest, will, if ever they visit the banks 
of the Alna, find that the author has copied his 
characters from nature, X. - 

Berxblby, 
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Tu^/9(pTf orriKnrk' to yap ytpoig im OovoyrMy. 

Iliad, XYi. 467* 

What honours mortals after death receive. 
Those unavailing honours we may giye. 

Pope, 

That fome is the universal pasnion is by nothing 
more conspicuously discovered than by epitaphs. 
The generality of mankind are not content to fink 
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iDglorioosly into thegrarey bat wish to be paid that 
tribute of panegyric after their deaths, which in 
naby cases may not be dae to the rirtues of their 
lires. If the vanity of the departed has not been 
prorident of mounmental honours, the partiality of 
friends is eager to supply them. Death may be said 
with almost equal propriety to confer as well as to 
level all distinctions. In consequence of that erent, 
a kind of chemical operation talces place ; for those 
characters which were mixed with the gross par- 
ticles of rice, by bdng thrown into the alemluc of 
flattery, are sublimated into the essence of virtue. 
He who, during the performance of his part upon 
the stage of the world, was little if at all applauded, 
after the close of the drama, is portrayed as the 
favourite of ** every Virtue under heaven." To save 
the opulent from oblivion, tlie sculptor unites his 
labours with the scholar or the poet, whilst the 
rustic is indebted for his mite of posthumous re- 
nown to the carpenter, the painter, or the mason. 
The structures of fame are in both cases built with 
materials whose duration is short. It may check 
the sallies of pride to reflect on the mortality of 
man ; but for its complete humiliation let it be re- 
membered, that epitaphs and monuments decay. 
Had not Cicero been assisted by his memory, be 
could never have deciphered the mutilated verses 
on the tomb of Archimedes. The antiquarian 
searches in vain for the original inscriptions on 
Chaucer and Sidney. 

The obsenrations of the illustrious Johnson on 
epitaphs are marked with acuteness as well as ex- 
tent of Judgment. In his criticisms, however, on 
those of Pope, he has shown a petnlaoce of temper 
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aud fastidiousness of taste, at the same time that 
he acknowledged the barrenness of Pope's topics, 
and the difficulty of distributing to numbers that 
praise which is particular and characteristic. He 
who is a critic should consider, that, according to 
the natural progress of human opinions, be ma^^ 
become the subject of criticism. If Johnson had 
ever conjectured that he must one day be tried by 
his own laws, more lenity would probably have been 
shown to Pope. The doctor remarks, " that an 
epitaph ought not to be longer than common be- 
holders have leisure and patience to peruse." Of 
the few he has left behind him, that on Hanmer it 
surely objectionable for its prolixity. He repro- 
bates with Ju«t severity any allusions to dassical 
customs, and the situation of Roman tombs. Thi^ 
lines of Passeratius on Henry of France are quoted, 
to show the impropriety of addressing the reader as 
a traveller. Yet the doctor forgot his strictures and 
his quotation when he concluded his character of 
Thrale with Mi, viator. 

llie preceding remarks are intended as an intro- 
duction to a plan which I take this opportunity of 
laying before the public. It is my design to ptblish 
a collection of the most remarkable epitaphs, with 
critical observations. Particular attention will be 
paid to their arrangement, of which it shaU be the 
object of the remaining part of this paper to exhibit 
an exact specimen. Without spinning, too many 
threads of elaasificatioa, a few striking and general 
distinctions only shall be adopted : the Learmbih- 
the ScBLiMB-«the CHARACTBRimc-^tbe Comfli* 
jiiBNTARY. The first dast is intended to allmre the 
scholars of onr fomoni nniversities to eohKs^SB^ 
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liberally to the work. Tq let the reader into n 
secret, it was originally my design to have published- ^ 
this part in a folio by it^lf, with a pompous dedi- ' 
cation. Happening to see a goose singed with a 
leaf of the Pietas Oxonieruis, I was frightened from 
the prosecution of my plan by so nnlucky an omen. 
My intended work will, notwithstanduig, comprise 
learning enough to satisfy the appetite of a reason- 
able linguist. There will be no room for complaint 
if I begin with Persian, and end with Liatin. The 
first epitaph shall be that on Hadgi Shaughsware, 
in Ssdnt Botolph's Bishopsgate ; and the last shall 
be the laconic Fui Caius, at Cambridge. 

Under this head, many ingenious and novel 
opinions will be advanced relative to the language 
as well as the seniiments of these compositions. It 
will be proved to a demonstration, that the learned 
languages are absurdly used except for learned mcu; 
Some one has well observed, that, if the dead could 
hear their own sepulchral praise, they would be put 
to the blush. Some, without doubt, would with 
amiable diffidence adopt the elegant sentiments of 
Frontinus, Impenta monimenii supervacua est; me* 
moria nostri durabity si vUd meruimus, — ** Super- 
flnous is the expense of the tomb, since our m&» 
mory will flourish if our conduct has merited that 
honour." But multitudes must be insensible to the 
emotions of shame, unless ^ey were endued with 
the gift of tongues. The moral design of an epitaph 
is to inspire an emulation of the virtues of the de« 
ceased. This cannot be effected, unless the Ian* 
guage which records those virtues be intelligible to 
persons who are in a situation to emulate them. 
The talents and munificence of Busby and South 
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are transmitted to scholars by a vehicle which is 
familiar to them ; bat how can the ladies impnwe 
by the example of the beautifdl Mrs. Arnndel, who 
is celebrated in a Latin inscription in Saint Mary's 
Oxford ? or how is the courage of our sailors likely 
to be increased by the Ciceronian periods on Rooke 
at Canterbury ? 

The Sublime. — This species is confined to those 
who occupy the most distinguished niches in the 
temple of Fame. Simplicity and brevity are iXM 
characteristics. Such names as Bacon, Liocke, and 
Newton, want not the flowers of eloquence, or the 
parade of periods, to decorate their monuments* 
The tomb of sir Christopher Wren has a local pro* 
priety from his being buried in St. Paul's, whicb 
gave birth to an inscription worthy of that illns^ 
trious restorer of Attic architecture. 

Subtua conditur Ai0u» eccletue et urbis condUoTf 
qui viait annos ultra rumaginta, nan aibi ted bwM 
publico, LectoTy si monimentum requiris, ctretim* 
spice. 

The Characteristic. — A class which far excels 
all the rest, as it contains examples of splendid 
talents and eminent virtues marked with peculiar 
and appropriate praise. Not only those epitaphs 
wherein their due measure of applause is distributed 
with nice discrimination to philosophers, poets, 
warriors, and statesmen, will be introduced under 
this head, but such likewise as have preserved the 
memory of the lowly and the ignoble. These com* 
positions are as difficult to be met with as accurate 
miniatures. Dr. Johnson would have said that Pop^s 
verses on Mrs. Corbet was a very proper ezemptt^ 
fication of this species* Perhaps the foUQH<\a&%VB\ 
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Hawlcesworth, la Bromley cbarch-jrardy is by t^^ 
awtM iflferior to It : 

'< Near this frface lies the bodf of EKzab^tft 
Monk, aged 101, the wife of JobB Monk, Uaci-- 
•mltby by whom she bad no children. Bat Virtne 
woald not saffer her to be childless. Ab iufuit, to 
whom and to whose father and undes she bad been 
wunty became depeadent upon strangers for the 
necessaries of life; to him she aflbrded the pro- 
tection of a mother. This parental charity was re- 
tnmed with filial afllection, and she was supported 
\tk the feebleness of age by him whom she had 
cherished in the belptessness of infency. Let it be 
remembered, that tliere is no station in which in- 
dustry will not obtain power to be liberal, nor any 
character on which liberality will not confer ho- 
nour. She had long been prepared, by a simple and 
unaffected piety, for her end. To presenre the me- 
mory of this person, but yet more to perpetuate the 
lesson of her life, this stone was erected by volun- 
tary contribution." 

The Ck>MfLiMENTARY.-— This article comprises 
inscriptions, in which the dead are more indebted 
for their pr^se to invention than to merit. The 
writers of epitaphs ought to be historians, and not 
poets. 

Their panegyric often fatigues with prolixity, and 
cDsgusts with fulsomeness. Take away the dates 
from complimentary epitaphs, and they have all the 
appearance of dedications. They exhibit the demi- 
gods of the golden age. Or the immaculate heroes 
of romance. Like Addison's Cato, they seem to 
have been out of the reach of human passions or 
ioifnDltie8-*-of a u^ature too much exalted to excite 
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pity, aud famed for exeellences too traiwoendeut 
for imitatioD. Sometimes^ however, it happens, 
that coBnaioii topics^of euoomiam are touched with 
so nuMteriy a hand, that they charm with an irre- 
flUtible grace, and have all the force of novelty. For 
a panegyrist to declare, that a lady is deserving of 
the highest praise — that she is as beautiful as a» 
angel^^Vkud that she is remarkable for uniform piety 
— seems as if he conld not strike out of the heaten 
track. But surely it is out of the power of a vulgar 
bard to portray such ideas in the following manner : 

On Ladff Catherine Paston, Paston Church, Nor- 

folk, 1628. 

Can man be silent, and not praises find 

For her who lived the praise of woman-kind ? 

Whose outward firame was lent the world, to guess 

What shapes our souls shall wear in happiness. 

Whose virtue did all ill so overswaye. 

That her whole life was a communion-daye. 

As my publication will be extendi only to those 
epitaphs which are really inscribed on tomb-stones* 
the ludicrous and the gay will of course be omitte4. 
Let him whose inclination may lead him to peruse 
such, be referred to magazines and jest-books. He 
will there find that Epigram, Pun, Satire, and Bur- . 
lesque, have attempted to throw a gleam of levity 
upon a subject which is too awful to be made ridi- 
culous. Wit and Humour never more mistake their 
object, than when they aim their shafts at man in 
a state of dissolution. But, however wanton and 
injudicious their sallies have been, they have never 
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profsDcd the sanctity of Christian temples by affix- 
ing their productions to them. Such an indecorum 
militates too strongly against piety and sensibility 
to be tolerated with patience. To sport with the 
characters of the departed is a sufficient triumph for 
gtuety, without being permitted to erect a trophy 
over their graves. 

The perusal of epitaphs is not to be considered 
as a frivolous and light amusement. If such only 
be the objects of attention as have been noticed 
with our applause, it is unquestionably an intro- 
duction to pleasing knowledge, and an incentive to 
moral improvement. What biography is to history, 
an epitaph is to biography. It is a sicetch which 
marks the great outlines of character, and excites 
curiosity to view the portraits as painted ou the 
pages of history. It is likewise an epitome of a 
sermon, wUlch teaches the most useftil truths in 
the most concise form. Monumental inscriptions 
remind us, that time is on the wing, — that every 
rank and age must fall a prey to his depredations,— 
that the moments of life are too precious to be 
squandered away on trifles, — that religion is the 
only support against the fears and the pain of death, 
and the only guide to the joys of eternity. 

Q. 
Kett. 
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No. XL. 
Saturday, Deceiubbr 15, 1787. 

Carpimiu ind«cores joculaii carmine mores. 

For the substance of this paper, I have ventured to 
make an extract from a vei7 pleasant and witty 
Latin author, who wrote about two hundred and 
thirty years ago. To which I have subjoined what 
may be more properly called a paraphrase than a 
translation. 

The book I allude to is entitled, De Morum Sim" 
plicUaie, auctore Frederico Dedekindo, a poem, in 
three books. The author was a German, and his 
work, I believe, gave rise to that species of humour, 
of which Swift showed himself completely master, 
in his ** Advice to Servants," and which has been 
since imitated in publications of very modern date ; 
— particularly in ** Advice to Officers," and the "'Fa^ 
cetious Hints of Geoffrey Gambado, Esq." I know 
not that Swift has any where mentioned this author^ 
though his works contain many passages which in« 
dine me to believe he had perused him with cour 
siderable attention. I have extracted the first chap- 
ter of his first book, in order to give some specimen 
of that style, whose origin has been attributed to 
various writers, in various times and countries, 
some giving it to Rabelais, and others, to Cervantes. 
Dedekindns appears, from his preface and con- 
clusion, to have been a man of great sense aud re- 
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fined manoers. That he has fallen into obscarity, 
lit, perhapsy to be attributed to the few cofues of 
his woriis of which th^ worid- is in possession. His 
▼ersification has the ease and elegance of Ovid. 
Every critie will discover that he iMft not (he purity 
of the Augustan age ; yet every one will read him 
with pleasure, who is not toe f^idkMis to be easily 
pleased. 

' Siuce I read hb book, and retideiied the senti- 
ments, as near as I could, of the first chapter, into 
English, I have discovered, that the work has been 
translated by a Mr. Bull, in 1739, and dedicated, 
tery properly, to Dean Swift, who first (as the trans- 
lator says) introduced into these kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland an ironical manner of writing, 
to the discouragement of vice, ill-manners, and 
folly, and the promotion of rirtue, good-manners, 
and good sense. 

The original contsdns an aptdogy at the beginning, 
and another at the end, for the indelicacy Into 
which the author is unavoidably led. - The Jidus In- 
terpres lived at a time when such a kind of wit met 
with a patron in almost every reader. He seems 
rather to have laboured In expressing fully every 
gross idea which ought to have been softened, or 
might have been omitted without Injuiing the 
woi-k. 

The preface and conclusion are improperly passed 
over without any notice by the tran^ator. Upon 
the whole, the fate of the translation (which is at 
present almost totally unknown) is not to be la- 
mented. The author of the following version will 
be amply rewarded for his pains, if he can be in 
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the smallest degree instrumental in bringing for- 
ward the original into that notice which it mani- 
festly merits. 



(ium modestia tenmuda sit mane m vestUu, capiilis, 
facie, et detUibut mundandis. 



Quisquis habes odio rigidi pnecepta magistri. 

Qui nisi de monim nil gravitate docet, 
Hue propers* et placidis utentem voclbiu audi : 

Non tonat htc allquis tristia verba Cato. 
Da mihi te docilem crasso sermone loquentem ; 

Nee dubita, parvo tempore doctus eris. 
Digcipulus, facili superare labore magistrum, 

Crede mihi, antiqui simplicitate, potes. 
Et licet hcc aliquit rigidtl de gente sophorum 

Vituperet, paorum quae documenta damu* ; 
Non taraen iUa tibi quidquam noouiue videUs ; 

Sedula si Musae juBsa sequdre meae. 



I. 



Fulcra soporiferi cum liqueris alta cubilis, 

(Quod fieri medium non decet ante diem) 
Egregie dvilis erla, si nulla parentes 

Mane salutandi sit tibi cura tuos. 
Non horaini cuiquam felicia fata preoeris, 

Seepe tibi grates dicere ne sit opus. 
Prospera quantumvis optes, quid proderit illis? 

Optima non damnum est perdere verba Icve. 
Gens sine mane suot Hebraila aalutet amiooa, 

Quam tenet implidtam multa superstitio* 
('ur tibi tarn levtum tit eora ivpedlaa rerun) 

Canitiem jQstot enra d«t ante dice. 
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11. ' 

Non habet cxigoM quoque pandicuUtio virtt. 
Si medieot par ett credere vera loqui. 

Aoetdit ex longo nervot torpere aopore, 
Atqae male officii munus obtre sui. 

Exdtat hoa eerto tiM pandieulatio mota 
Utere: necmona dedeeet ilia tiioa. 

III. 

Nee reliquis tuTgent te yeatilma indue, nude 

Indiuium sactia eat impoauiaae cuti. 
Sed reliquas geminia veatea oomplectitor ulnia, 

AMgen A duro frigore asrit hiema. 
Scilicet in calido jucundiaa eat hypocsuato « 

Induere, a ssero ne violate gelu. 
Nac movest, Tirgo vel femina ai ait ibidem : 

Tu tamen uteris moriboa usque tuia. 
Sique tuis qulaquam facils oflfenditur, ilium, 

Cemere si talem nolit, abire Jube. ^ 
Quiaque til^ cedat, nee tu conceaaeria ulli: 

Conditiooe tui ea liber, et eaae Telia. 

IV. 

Tandem ubi reatitua fiieris, pendere aolutaa 
In genibUB caligaa (rea decet ilia) sinea. 

Namque ita virginibua taciti ratione placebia, 
Teque sibi optebit quaeque puella virum. 

Non sat eris simplex, si corpus, vane, ligare 
Coeperis ; et yentri yincula dura nocent. 

V. 

Ne nimis eradas moratiUt pectere crinea 
Neglige; neglecta eat forma decora vlro. 
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Femineae erines ornare rdinquito turbe ; 

Comantur juvenes quos levis urit Amor. 
Crede mihi* dominum te nulla puella vocabit. 

Si te composito viderit esse pilo. 
*' Sint proeul a nobis juvenes ut femina wtati 

Scribit Amaaonio Cressa puella viro. 
Eximio tibi esrit decori, si pluma capillis 

Mixta erit* et laudem prpvidus inde feres. 
Scilicet hoc homines poteris convincere nigao, 

Non in stramineo te cubuisae toro. 



VI. 



Sint capitis erines longi, nee foreipe tonsi, 

Csesaries humeros tangat ut alta tuos, 
Tutus ut a tristi rigidse sis frigore brimue« 

Vertice prolixus crinis alendus erit. 
Cuncti homines quondam longos habudre eapillos, 

Quas modo virgineus curat habere chorus. 
Regna pater quando Satumus prisca tenebat. 

Tunc fuit in longis gloria magna comis. 
Simplicitas veterum laudatnr ubique virorum ; 

QuSl potes* hos semper sit tibi cuxa sequi. 



' VII. 

Dedecus esse puta fademve manusve lavare ; 

Commodius crasso sordet utrumque luto. 
'** Qui volet his vesci, per me licet ipse lavabit,** 

Dicito: <* res cune non erit ilia mihi.*' 



VIII. 

Forsan erit dentes qui te nMUidare mond>it, 
Sed monitis parens inveni^ cave. 

Recta valetudo oorntnipi dieitar orb* 
Ssepe novft si quit ptofank flhid mpA. 
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Quid noeeat, dtttet quod slut fuligUM flavi ? 

Iste color ruM ocmilnr ane cxoei. 
Ifte oolor ftilTO qnoque mb culpatur In «irD» 

Auro« quod nunqMin bob amat omi^ honifO. 
Dentibut aigo tuit ear nt color ille pudandut f 

Si tqpit, hancate flM prociU ire fld«m. 



Forced to be grave, though wlihliig much to smile. 
Who hears, impatient of the humdrum style. 
Grave preachers, on grave sut||ects, gravely prose. 
So dull they tempt, so loud they mock repose; 
Let him to me, in gayer mood» attend. 
Nor dread some ttnmdcrtagCato fas a friend. 
If aught my song avail, tis piain^ not niee, 
HeOl prove a fiaish'd seliolar in a triee. 
To vent their spleen, date with learned pride. 
My theme let schoolmen, if they will, deflde: 
With willing ear idio Itetens to my rules. 
Shall hear unmoved thedamonrs of the sehools. 

I. 

Quit, quit thy bed, what time the busy sun 
(*Twere vulgar sooner) half his course hath run. 
No kind return maternal cave demands t 
' And scorn the blessing from a father's hands. 
Let others hail the day with praise and prayer* 
Eternal gratitude's etornal care. 
For common wdlisre let the fond fool pray, 
(With many a godly sentence thrown away) 
To whom Religi(Mi in her seal hath given 
Dire superstition and a fear of Heaven. 
Far, far firom thee, be such ighoble aima i 
Life with dull Care all fellowship disclaimi. 

II. 

To stretch and yawn is «reat relief to aoBM, 
Bracing the sladceB*d nerve wMi deep &metmaB> 
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This doctor FilgraiMrstontlir will malnUiii x 
And shall apotheearlM talk in Tain ? 
Besides, how ]^easing 'tit some youth to see. 
Gape, stretch, and yawn, and all that, grsMAilly ! 



III. 



Be sure, with half your dothes thrown on, to stand, 
(Coat, stockings, garters, dangling in your hand*) 
Close o'er the parlour fire ; for thee 'twas made ; 
Nor let the cold thy gentle limbs invade. 
O'er the same fire though nymph or matron glow, 
'Twere but false modesty should bid you go. 
If friends too nice your plan to censure move. 
Bid them begone to scenes they more approve. 
To thee, no doubt, all things, all men shall bend: 
Thy right is liberty, thy right defend. 



IV. 



At length you're dress'd i take care, below the knees. 
Let the loose boot hang down with graceful ease. 
In this, some nameless grace, some charm unknown. 
Wins the whole sex, and every girl's your own. 
Loose let your widsteoat fiy, while snag your diin 
Lies coudi^d behind a well-spread chitterlin. 



V. 



To tend with anxious touch the plaited hair. 
Leave to the love-sick sehool-boy and his fiihr. 
Do thou step forth in easy deshabille. 
Your uncomb'd ringlets floating as they wSIl; 
For beaux so finical in dress and air 
Scarce gel a scrawl from Chloe once a year. 
Thus to her lover writes the Cretan lass : 
" I hate these coxcombs, that before their glasa 
For ever fix'd, are nothtog till they're dress^ 
And then but bearded women at ttte best.** 
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All firom the downy befl youll haply bear, 

(*Tis no small grace) a feather in your hair i 

Prom which mankind this inference may draw : 

■' Nc^er sleeps the gentle youth on bed of straw.** 

A praise so easily^ so noUy won. 

What beau, whAt prudent beau, would erer shun ? 

VI. 

To crop thy flowing hidr, lo ! ready stands 

The ruthless barber with unhallow'd hands. 

Fly, fly his Umeh ; youll wish, amid the snow, 

BeneaUi your wonted perriwig to glow. 

In tiroes of old, by ribbon unooofined, 

Thebt long lank lodu were glory of mankind. 

Such locks the nymphs now wear in silks who rustle. 

In rich luxuriance reaching to the bustle. 

Fie on our bob^taiFd race, these days are o^er. 

And Time shall see straight heads of hair no more ! 

VIL 

$ome souse in water every mom their fisce. 
And think dean hands give something of a grace. 
Who on their fingers feed, for lack of meat, 
Sudi men should wash their food before they eat* 

\III. 

Some are such fools, they clean their teeth, and cry. 

An unclean tooth is loathsome to the eye. 

Take heed, dame Nature says ; obey her laws ; 

Cold water is the devil in your jaws. 

What though your grinders, odious to the view. 

Vie with the crocus in her yellow hue. 

Or golden guinea to exceed aspire ? ■ 

The crocus and the guinea all admire. 

Take my advice i remain in perfect ease. 

Be your teeth black, blue, green,' or what you please ! 

Monro. 
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No. XLI. 

Saturday, December 22, 1787* 

** He that prefers the boasted excellence <^ ancient timet 
to the endearments and the embellishments of modem life, 
may be charged with the depraved taste of the Hottentot, who, 
on his return to his native country, shook off the European 
dress, nauseated European food, and indulged in all the ex- 
cesses of his countrymen/' 

Parr*» Sermons, 

The declaimers on morals have frequently poured 
forth their invectives against the living, in favour 
of the dead. The virtues of past ages have been 
considered by them as purer than the present, more 
worthy of imitation, and more conducive to hap- 
piness. It will neither be a useless speculation, 
nor a matter of insuperable difficulty, to explode 
this vulgar error, and to prove to those who have 
had the misfortune, as some think it, to be bom in 
the eighteenth century, that it is as free from gross 
violations of rectitude and decorum as any thathav^ 
preceded it. 

It will be readily admitted by every person of an 
enlightened understanding, that the number of ovr 
public executions can be no criterion of the depra-^ 
vity of our manners, tjr our progress in vicious re- 
finement. When laws are multiplied to such an 
immense degree, there must infallibly be more lic^ 
tims to their neglect, as the more cobwebs the 
spider spins, the more heedless fifes are likely, to be 
canght. We leave^ therefore^ the comparative 
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number of names, which have lately filled the an- 
nals of Newgate, to the consideration of the officers 
of the police, who are most benefited by their aug- 
mentation, and who would be most injured, if every 
statutable offence were not prosecuted to convic- 
tion ; and proceeding to a review of the religion, 
the manners, and the amusements of the age, shall 
draw such conclusions as will abundantly prove our 
position. 

That there is some share of profligacy, infideBty, 
and irreligion, conspicuously in the present age, 
few will be hardy enough to deny; but that real 
virtue, piety, and truth, are both practised and 
countenanced, must be equally evident, to att whose 
minds are not tinctured with the gloom* of fanati- 
cism, or soured with the leaven of misanthropy. Id 
the church, in the state, in the senate, and at the 
bar, we have men, eminent for the discharge of 
duty : men who adorn elevated rank by correspond- 
ing manners; and are unfashionable enough tothnk 
rdigion has charms, and virtue an inherent lustre. 

Tlie present times afibrd many eminent exaar- 
pies of religion and piety among the highest orders 
of the state ; of the nobility, paying a due respect 
to the doctrines of Christianity in general, and 
showing a promptitude to vindicate the su^onal 
church in particular; and yet treating dlssenten 
of every denomination with candour and affectieiif 
A conduct like this exalts true religion, and pdots 
out the alliance of Christianity to Heaven. Ttfi 
prejudices of illiberal minds are always as hostile 
to its progress, as they are disgraceful to the breait 
that indulges them. In former days, religion wa* 
ftained with violence and Hood; it now begins <• 



OLLA PODRUU. 117 

its native lustre^ and to be marked with its 
5 cbaracteristicfl ; it breathes "peace aod 
ill to men." 

>rm a due estimate of the morals of the pre- 
;e will be ao easy matter. They are infla- 
ly religion 4 and if the latter be pure and 
ly practised, the former- will of necessity re- 
polish from its connection. That charity 
18 orer avarice; that the social obligations 
lied with a more exact observance ; that the 
of humanity have gained an ascendency over 
and revenge; are positions that need only 
Ml to be allowed. 

aot to be denied, that foimer ages were re- 
th examples of heroism, magnanimity, and 
npt of death : I give them full credit for 
r abstemiousness, and more resigned hnmi- 
ey produced men who were zealous for reli- 
lio were lovers of their country, and foes to 
, men, who were valiant in war, and ami- 
peace. But where was to be found that 
vhich is universally diffused over modem 
i? that civilization, that mildness, and 
'hich repress the bursts of furious passions, 
en the ferocity of rudeness and barbarity ? 
the pest of the human race, and the dis- 
' reason, was once carried on with horrors 
mown. The public enemy, when disarmed, 
treated witH the indulgence of a private 
and, instead of dragging tlie vanquished at 
riot-wheel% humanity and gentkoess go 
hand to soften the severity of defeat, and 
Kile the oon<|aered to himself. The saqM^ 
MBS of mannen is risible hi hnmhter dream- 
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suneeti and displayed on less important occasious. 
The snarling cynic may call all this effeminacy, 
and dignify savage qualities with the atipellation of 
▼irtoes t he may denominate piety a weaicness, and 
stigmatise the humane with want of spirit. Bnt 
let It be observed, in answer to his cavils, that 
whatever renders mankind more amiable and more 
refined, whatever binds one to another with more 
endearing ties, is a virtue, and a virtue desenriog 
applause. 

As manners are intimately connected with cor 
religion, so our amusements have a close affinity to 
our manners. The boisterous mirth, the rude joy, 
the indelicate witticism, which used to delight even 
the highest ranlES, are now degraded to the lowest ; 
and if refinement progressively goes on, we may 
hope in time to see even the lower orders of society 
too enliglitened to taste them. The obstreperous 
jollity of the bowl, though sometimes admitted. If 
now no longer boasted of. The most splendid tii« 
uin^hs of Bacchus are not considered as conferrio' 
glory on the most zealous of his votaries ; and \ 
who can vanquish his companions over the bott^ 
is as little valued by those who pretend to refii 
raent, as, a few years hence, he will most probv 
be, who can lay no claims to merit, except his v 
Intion in risking his neck over a five-bar gate 
killing his horse, that he may boast the p 
achievement of being in at the. death. 

But of all the amusements that modem tim 
exhibit with just pretensions to applause, the 
in its present state, is one of the chief. Tt 
allusion, the profane jest, and the imprecat 
pletives of language, are now relished only f 
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lose ideas are circumscribed by the tneauness of 
?ir birth and the scantiness of their education ; 
whose minds have never imbibed right senti- 
!Dt8 of genuine humour and sterling sense. But it 
not the public stage to which I would confine my 
tnmendations ; as its managers have the million 
please^ they are too often obliged to do violence 
their own judgment, in order to gratify a vitiated 
d vulgar taste. It is the establishment of private 
>atres that I particularly advei*t to, as a proof of 
i superior taste and elegance of this age over 
?i7 preceding one. Tliis may justly be denomi- 
ted an sera in the scenic art, when trick and ar- 
ice are banished, and their places successfully 
pplied by easy manners. Whoever has had the 
3asure of seeing the performances of our nobility 
d gentry on their own stages, where only the most 
mired and most decorous pieces are represented, 
d where the actors appear more ambitious to 
litate real life than to shine in affected situations, 
ust confess, that the dominion of taste has widely 
[tended itself, and that frivolous or vicious pas* 
nes are exchanged for rational and instructive 
irsuits. In consequence of this diffusion of dra- 
atic performances, the stage is more likely than 
er to become '' the school of virtue, and the pic- 
re of living manners. For in whatever light the 
rly dogmatist may consider plays in general, it 
ay be asserted, on safe grounds, that they may be 
»od in particular; they may impart much know- 
dge without the languor of study, and wan from 
ror without an approach to the verge of guilt, 
deed, where virtue obtains those rewards which 
eaven will bestow^ and poetic justice should never 
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withhold; and where vice smarts for its i 
and is not rendered allariiig by the atCrad 
pleasing qnalities; then the stage may be 
dered as an auxiliary to the p«lpit«— for a 
and religion must efer be united. 

h 
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Cavendum est, ti ipae aedifloet» ne extis modum 
ct magnifloanClft prodets. Ct 

Whbn Greece and Rome liad emerged from I 
rism to an exalted state of civilization, a d 
goiahed place among the arts was given Va i 
tectore. The accomplished Pericles, as^ili 
the refined genias of Phidias, adorned Atbeu 
those temples, theatres, and porticos, whicfc 
in mins have excited the^ admiration of poil 
After Aognstns had established the peace o 
Roman world, a similar display of magnlftoeDC 
exhibited ; and equalled, pr rather surpassed 
glory of Athens. This memorable era of aid 
tnre is eminen^y distinguished by the elegai 
the FahitHe Temple o/ApoUop and the snbUa 
thtPmUieon. 

The progress of refinement from public to pi 
works must necessarily be private houses, be 
nothing is more natural to man than tmlti 
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particnlarly of that which is the object of his 
wonder and applause. They who daily surveyed 
such edifices as were remarkable for capaciousness 
and .grandeur, projected the erection of similar 
structures upon a more confined plan. Their de- 
signs were frequently carried to such an excess in 
the execution, as to pass the limits of convenience 
and economy, and give a loose to the sallies of os- 
tentation and extravaifgance. From this source was 
derived the just indignation with which Demo- 
sthenes inveighed against the degenerate Athenians, 
whose houses eclipsed the public buildings, and 
were- lasting monuments of vanity triumphant over 
patriotism. The strictures of Horace flow in a si- 
milar channel, and plainly indicate that the same 
preposterous rage for building prevailed among the 
Romans. Even if we make allowance for the hy- 
perbolical flights of the Lyric Muse, we must still 
suppose that vast and continued operations of ar- 
chitects were carried on by land and water, " since 
a few acres only were left for the exercise of the 
plough, and the fish were sensible of the contrac- 
tion of their element." 

The transition from the ancients to the modems 
is easy and obvious. It must be confessed, that, like 
servile copyists, we have too closely followed the ori- 
ginals of our great masters, and have delineated their 
faults as well as their beauties. The contagion of 
the building influenza was not peculiar to the 
Greeks and Romans, but has extended ita vimleiioe 
to thia country, whert it rages with onabating tIo- 
lence. Neither the acateness of Pott, nor the em* 
ditioD of Jebb, are necessary to ascertain ita iym- 
ptomt in various parts of Enghind. Bath, Bristol^ 

VOL. II. o 
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Cbeltenbam, BriglitOD, and Margate, bear evide&t 
parks of its wide diffosion. The metropolis is ma- 
nifestly the centre qf the disease. In other places, 
the accQinnUtion is made by occasionally adding 
house to honse ; bnt in Loudoo, street is suddenly 
added to street, and square to square. The adja- 
cent villages in a short time nnderga a complete 
transformation, and bear no more resemblance t» 
their original state, than Phyllis the milk-maid does 
to a lady mayoress. The citizen who, twenty yean 
ago* enjoyed at his country seat pure air, undisturbed 
retirement, and an extensive proepect, ia now sur- 
rounded by a populous neighbourhood. The purity 
of the air is sullied with smoke, and the prospect is 
cut off by the opposite houses. The retirement i» 
interrupted by the London cries and the vocifera- 
tions of the watchmen. In the ladnity of the ca- 
pital every situation is propitious to the mason and 
the carpenter. Mansions daily: arise upon the 
marshes of Lambeth, the roads of Kensington, and 
the bills of Hampstead. llie chain of buildings sO' 
closely unites the country with the town, that the 
distinction is lost between Cheapside and St.^ 
George's Flddfl. This idea 8track«the mind of a 
child, who lives at Clapham, with so much force, 
that he ol»erved, " If they go on building at sucb- 
a rate, London will soon be next door to us." 

A strong light is often thrown upon the manners of 
a people by their proverbial sayings. When the 
Irish are highly enraged, they expressa wish which' 
is not tempered with much of the milk of kindness, 
by saying, " May the spirit of Irailding come upon 
you." If an Irishman be once possessed by this 
damon, it is (Ufficult to stop iiis progress throogh 
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bt^k aud mortar, till be exchanges the superinteii- 
dence of his worlcmen for the confinement of sr 
prison. Bnt this propensity is not merely visible 
in the environs of Dublin, or npon the shores of 
Cotk; it is equally a characteristic of the sister 
kingdom, 

England can furnish not a few instances of men 
of taste who have sold the best oaks of their 
estates for gilding and girandoles,— of fathers who 
have beggared their families to enjoy the pleasure 
of seeing green- houses and pineries arise under 
their inspection,-^and of fox-hunters who have be- 
gun with a dog-kennel, and ended with a dwelling- 
house. Enough is every day done by the amateurs 
of Wyat and Chambers, to palliate the censure of 
ostentation and uselessness that is lavishly thrown 
upon the klug*s house at Winchester, and the Rad- 
cliffe library at Oxford. 

My cousin, Obadiah Prqject, Esq. formerly a re- 
spectable deputy of Farringdon Ward Within, re- 
tired into the country, when he had reached his 
grand climacteric, upon a small estate. ' While he 
lived in town, his favourite hobby-horse, which 
was building, had never carried him farther than 
to change the situation of a door, or erecting a 
chimney. On settling in his new habitation, as ht 
was no sportsman, he found himself inclined to 
Mm student. His genius led him to peruse books 
of architecture. For two years nothing pleased 
him so much as The Bunder's Complete OuUe, 
Camphors yUnwkts, and Sandby's Vkws, All these 
heated his imajdnation with the beanies of palaces, 
and delighted his eye with the regularity of the or- 
ders^ for whidi he felt a vague and cofitef«d.C»KsA> 
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ness. He had, perhaps, no more idea of the di- 
stioctiOD between a cornice and a colonnade, than 
the monstroas craws. Unluckily, sir Maximilian 
Barleycorn was his neighbour, who had lately 
erected a honse upon the Italian plan. As my 
cousin was laying out his garden, he found that the 
soil was composed of a fine vein of clay. It imme- 
diately struck him, that bricks might be procured 
at a very cheap rate. The force of inclination, 
combined with riralship, and encouraged by oppor- 
tunity, is too powerful for man to resist. He, 
therefore, flew to tell his wife of the grand disco- 
very, and inveighed with much warmth ag^nst the 
smallness of their parlour, the badness of the 
kitchen floor, and the ruinous state of the garrets. 
She mildly represented that they had i)o money to 
throw away upon a new honse, and that Hie old one 
might cheaply be put into repair. Her remarks 
had just as much effect as the advice of the barber 
and the curate had upon Don Quixote. The next 
day he played Geoffrey Gambado, by taking a ride to 
consult Mr. Puff, the architect. Mr. Puff was con- 
fident that the old house must fall down in a day of 
two, and proposed the following plan for a new ope, 
which exactly reflected my cousin's ideas. The 
rooms were to be all cubes. . In front, a Venetian 
door, with a portico supported by brick pillarSi 
with wooden capitals.; and six bow-windows. A 
balcony was proposed, but afterwards given up be* 
cause it was vulgar. My cousin retired to a n^gh- 
bonring cottage. The old house was pulled down, 
and the brickmakers began their operations. Un- 
fortunately the wind happened to blow in snch- a 
direction as to create much annoyance with clouds 
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of smoke froin the kilns. Whilst my cousin was 
half saffocated and half buried in rubbish, sir 
Maximilian Barleyeorn and his lady came to pay a 
morning visit. They entered the cottage just at the 
moment when Mrs. Project was setting the boiler 
upon the fire, and her husband was paring potatoes. 
They were obliged to perform these offices for them- 
selves, because the only servant for whom they 
could find room, had been turned off that morning 
for abusing carpenters and masons. Sir Maximi- 
lian hastily took his leave, and swore by his knight- 
hood, " that apes were the lowest animals in the 
creation." My cousin had calculated, that as he 
burnt his own bricks for home consumption, they 
would not be subject to any tax. An exciseman 
undeceived him before the house -was finished, by 
hinting that he had incurred a heavy penalty, which 
he was obliged to pay. He contrived, however, to 
keep up his spirits, by marking the progress of his 
house, and the improvements around it. Not fer 
from the Venetian door was a horsepond, which the 
genius of Project enlarged into a circular piece of 
water. He requested his friends to suggest the 
most tasty ornaments. One proposed a shepherd 
and shepherdess upon a pedestal in the middle: 
another observed, that if farmer Peascod's gander 
could be placed in it when company came, they 
would give him credit for keeping a swan : a 
third, whose notion of things was improved by fre- 
quent visits to Vauxhall, was sure that a tin gas-, 
cade would look very pretty by moonlight. Project, 
not liking to take up with one good thing, when 
four were to be had, resolved to adorn his water 
with them all. He soon after removed Into his ntw 
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habitation, long before the walls were dry. Aa 
ague and fever were the conseqnenGe of this rash 
step. His fever was probably increased by Puff's 
bill, to pay which he sold the greater part of his 
estate. During his illness, he gradually awoke to a 
sense of his late imprudence, requested the for^ve- 
ness of his wife for not listening to her advice, and 
he^ed me to impress his dying injunctions inde^ 
libly on my memory : " Never build after you are 
five-and-forty; have five years' income in hand be- 
fore you lay a brick ; and always calculate the ex^ 
pense at double the estimate." Q. 

Kbtt. 
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Rerum eoneordia diaoors.— 

^Should a Dutchman make his appearance as au 
opera-dancer, a Frenchman be presented to ns as s^ 
bruiser, a German as a wit, or a Hottentot as a 
master of the ceremonies, we should be all ready to 
exclaim. They are strangely out of ckaracti^, Fre- 
qti^tly will this exclamation proceed from any one 
whQ is attentive to tlie language which flows around 
him^ as he passes through the crowded sUmets of 
IJoudon. He will observe, not without aom<e sur- 
prise, the bold and venturesome barg^iM of a mean 
and sqnalid-loQkiug miser; he «iU h^ait the de- 
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claniatory discussions of a political pernke-maker, 
and be disgnsted with the technical vslgarities of a 
jockey lord. Let him transfer his attention from 
the conversation to the lives and eondnct of man^ 
kind, and a short series of events will teach him 
not to be surprised, should he £ud inconshitencieil 
as unacconntabley and as motley a mixture of bete* 
rogeneous qualities. Chance may discover to bim 
situations wherdn the fop becomes a sloven, the 
rebel a tyrant, the sycophant a churl, the patriot a 
courtier, and the libertine a religions disputant. 
He who is hackneyed in the ways of men is gra- 
dually familiarized to these incongmities. The fre- 
quent occurrence of what might at first amaze hirai 
loses the power of exciting surprise when it kxies 
its novelty. Tliat which was formerly beheld with 
astonishment and aversion is at length regarded 
with fixed unconcern, or calm acquiescence. 

The storms of the ocean were once terrible to 
tlie boy, who, now he is become a mariner, surveys 
tliem without dread, and hears them without com* 
plaint. 

The incongruities abovementioned do not confine 
themselves to particular characters, but are so uni- 
versally difiused through all ranks and denomina- 
tions of men, as to appear not wo rasch the mark of 
particular failings, as a general characteristic of our 
nature, a common ingredient in the human consti- 
tution, from the flippant levities of the boy too tall 
for school, to the serious and solemn trifling of the 
philosopher. Who has not obaeived the momBst 
deal forth his lessons of virtue to the world, while 
he declares by his copdntt that he doahcs the eiB- 
cacy of his awn doctrinal Uecxtols the TtkK af 
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time, while be suiere it -to pass id idle cbinpliints 
or frnitless comempkition on the rapidity of its 
flight. He can ascertain, with nice and accurate 
distinctions, the boundaries of virtue and vice ; he 
can exhort us to the practice of the former with 
the Tolubility of declamation, or deter ns finom the 
letter by exposing it mih the poignancy of animated 
ridicule. But it too frequently happens, that Gcero 
with the public is Ciodins at home, and that in the 
armour of tlie Christian hero we find Sir Richard 
Steele. All the palliations which friendship could 
suggest to the biographer of Savage have not been 
able to hide from the world the imprudence, the 
folly, and the vice, for which he might be stigma- 
tized, from hb own writings. 

Qniun temere in notmet legem aandmus iniquam. 

It is, perhaps, necessary, that for the duration of 
one good disposition of mind, another should eust 
by way of relief to it. A^ivacity is a proffer com- 
panion for Seriousness, Cheerfulness for Piety, and 
Condescension for Magnanimity. 



-Alterius sic 



Altera poidt opem res, et coi^unt amioe. 

Such a contrast has a fine effect in the picture of 
the soul. It is a rirtue in him who holds the most 
elevated situation occasionally to lay aside the 
formalities of his rank without degrading himself: 
for greatness, even if regal, must have its relaxa- 
tions. The 1>ow which is always bent loses much 
of its elasticity. The wisdom and exalted character 
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of Agesilaus did not prevent him from engaging, in 
puerile amusements with his children.- The vir- 
tuous Scipio and the sagacious Laelius diverted them- 
selves with picking up shells upon the sea-shore. 
To draw an example from more recent times, the 
great Newton not nnfrequently left the causes of the 
tides, and the eccentricities of comets, to play with 
hi^ cat. 

, Such is the motley tablet of man's mind, that we 
see painted upon it not only the mixed colours of 
virtue and vice, but of virtues which assist, and of 
vices which increase, by supporting each other. Ge- 
nerosity disciplined by prudence makes its possei^or 
liberal without profusion, and an economist with* 
out parsimony. It preserves him from the im- 
putation of weakness by misplaced benevolence, and 
thereby furnishes. him with. the double power of 
holding out assistance to those who want it. 

Although the mists of prejudice had gathered 
thick around Johnson when he became the bio- 
grapher of Swift, he could not but vindicate his par* 
siluony from the censure of meanness, beca^use It 
was exercised only as the auxiliary to his benefi- 
cence. Generosity, indeed, may be considered as 
the projectile force of the mind, which would fly 
off to the most extravagant length, did not prudence 
act as a power of attraction to keep it within Its 
proper orbit. 

The same bosom Is oftentimes distracted by the 
conflict of contending passions, totally different in 
their exertions, but alike baneful in their influence. 
Prodigality and avarice meet but to try whether the 
one can scatter with the wilder extravagance, or the 
other save with the more rigorous and unwearied 

o2 
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nieanneis. Thus are they alternatdy encoaraged 
bf each other. Avarice fiimUhea the neaas for 
profuioD» and profiision makea avarice more ne- 
cesnry. " To be greedy of the property of others, 
and lavish of his own," were the strongest tndts of 
CatUiDe*8 mind. In nodem life, amoog those who 
are carsed with a similar dispositiooy no one is 
more remarkable than the gumeiter, 

Cmelty and cowardice, ignorance and presomp- 
tion, insolence and senrility, are the general asso- 
dates, yet the general opponents. They are onited 
to harass each other ; they engage, au^, like An- 
isos, gather strength from every defeat. He who 
can contemplate these inconsistencies, and attempt 
to reconcile such absurdities to reason, may hunt 
-for beanties in Ossian, or unalloyed purity in a 
Birmingham coin ; or should he find such toil in- 
effectual, let him extract candour from a professed 
eritic, ransack the world for an attorney of mo- 
derate peculation and tolerable honesty, or listen 
with credulity to the narrative of Captain Lemuel 
Gulliver. 

How frequent are our exclamations, in a shame- 
ful spirit of studied n^ligeoce, or listless inactivity, 
that time is a heavy burthen to us ! how loud are 
our complaints that we have nothing to do t Yet 
how Inconsistent are these exclamations, and these 
compliunts, with the declarations which truth and 
reason so often extort from us, that the flight of 
time reproaches us with our supineness, and that a 
day never passes without our *' having left undone 
those things which we ought to have done !" 

While we are thus aqpridous and contradictory 
in our actions and opinions, ever wishing that 
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completed which we ever delay to begin, lamentiug 
over imaginary wanu, neglecting to eiijoy blefesings 
we possess, grasping at the fleeting phantom of 
happiness, and regardless of the snbstanlial form 
of it, human life appears like a patchwork of ill- 
sorted colours ; like the fiintastic and incongmons 
pliantasms of a dream, or, for aught I know, like 
the miscellaneous ingredients ^f an 011a Podrida. 

Monro. 
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A te pruicipium, tibi detinet* Virg* 

Of self so dear T sang in number one. 
By self so dear I'll end as I've bq^un. 

t 

If there be an^ of my readers, whether inhabiting 
the retirements of the Isle of Muck, frequenters of 
the religious receptacles of St. James's or St. QileiETs, 
<jr tenants of a bow- window in Shoe-lane, to whom 
It shall be a matter of momentary concern that 
they are now reading the last number of the 011a 
Podrida; to such I would return thanks for the 
patience with which they have toiled throngh my 
pages, and administer some consolation under their 
{H-esent disappointment I have the satisfaction to 
aeflect, that 1 take my leave of the world at a time 
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wheu it cannot be at a less for amusenieot. The 
Iftle of Mack has, bo doubt, those pleasing re- 
creations by which the gloom of a winter's e?ening 
18 easily dissipated. The exercise' oC hot-cockles, 
and the agreeable dirersion of blifidman*s-bnff, has 
most likely found its way eveA to the inmost of the 
Hebrides, where simplicity has so firmly withstood 
the inrosids of jrefinement, and where a deviation 
from barbarism seems to have been considered as a 
defectioB from virtue. Let me remind my friendi 
In Shoe-lane likewise, tliat the cessation of this 
paper's appearance amongst them ought not to be 
considered as a calamity, while the season fur- 
nishes such a variety of entertainment : he who, 
from reasons which I will not pretend to inquire 
into, has perused with any degree of pleasure the 
numbers of this work, now finds his mental amuse- 
ment happily diversified by '* The Bellman's Address 
to his Masters and Mistresses all ;" in which, I must 
add, be he poet, moralist, philosopher, or lounger, 
he will meet with ample subject for discussion or 
contemplation. "^ 

Amongst other traits of our national character, 
1 know not that our observance of religious festivals 
has ever been . noticed. The liistories of nations 
furnish us with no examples of such annual enthu- 
siasm as marks the inhabitants of Great Britain. 
Christmas never visits us without a train of pe- 
culiar rites and ceremonies, to which I suppose our 
historians have not extended their notice, because 
they have been unwilling to deal forth their cen- 
sures upon their countrymen. How we ought to 
commemorate this season, every one may know; 
how wte do commemorate it, no one is ignorant; 
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and there is perhaps not much distinction ti^tween 
the omissions of him who n^lects to practise what 
he Icnows is right, and of him who is ignorant cf 
what he ought to know. But as it is considerably 
to my interest to bid farewell to my readers, with- 
out leaving them in ill humour, I shall lay a re- 
straint upon my inclination to moralize, and be very 
brief upon a subject which perhaps demands a more 
ample discussion. To the serious it is unnecessary 
to suggest, that the time is now present which they 
are called upon, by their reason and their religion, 
to welcome with every demonstration of rational 
and settled joy. These are reflections to which they 
are naturally led without exhortation, and which 
the gay might indulge without diminution of their 
happiness. Yet some there are, who, without taste 
for the enjoyment of gaiety, are never disposed to 
seriousness ; who, from a trifling disposition, are 
devoted to endless insipidity, and affected mirth; 
or, from vicious tendencies, are willing to banish 
reflection, lest it should bring with it an inter- 
ruption to their supposed happiness. But lest I 
should seem already to have forgotten my promise 
of restraining my inclination to moralize, I shall 
^ fill up part of my vacant page with that beantiftil 
sonnet of Shakspcare, so well describing the na- 
tural appearance of winter. If there be any one to 
whom it is new, I shall be entitled to his thanks ; 
and he, to whom it is familiar, cannot read it again 
without pleasure. Its simplicity I know not how 
sufficiently to commend. 

When icicles hang by the wall* 
And Dick the ihepheM Mow* hit nail. 
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And Tom bean 1(^ into the hall. 

And milk comes froien home in pail ; 
When blood is nipt, and ways be foul ; 
'i hen nightly sings the staring owl 
Tu-whit, tu-whoo, a merry note. 
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot. 

When all around the wind doth blow. 
And oougliing drowns the parson's saw« 

And birds sit brooding in the snow. 
And Marian's nose looks red and raw. 

When roasted crabs hiss in the bowl ; 

Then nightly sings the staring owl 

Tu-whit, tu-whoo, a merry note. 

While greasy Joan doth keel the pot. 

With regard to the tendency of these pages which 
I here offer to the puhlic, I know my owu iuten- 
, tious, and am satisfied. How they are executed, it 
remains for them to jadge. To the critics I have 
nothing to say. He who would shun criticism must 
not be a scribbler ; and he who would court it must 
have great abilities or great folly. 

Monro. 



ON THE 

FEMALE CHARACTER 

BY BISHOP HORNE. 



Psalm lxxviii. b, 6, 

He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed 
a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers 
that they should make them known to their chil- 
dren : that the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which should be bom; who 
should arise and declare them to their children. 

At a time when the world resounds with the noise 
of war and the hustle of politics, an interval of se- 
paration from its concerns becomes more than nsu- 
ally agreeable. We seek and talse refuge in the 
sanctuary with double ardour and delight. Sunday 
arises upon us in new beauty, and appears with 
fresh charms. We bless God that we have such a 
day to keep, and a church to which we may repair, 
where the weary mind, as well as the weary body, 
may cease a whiie from its labours, and be refresh- 
ed in the multitude of peace. The solemnity of the 
place, the decency and propriety of the services^ 



136 ox THE FBMALB CHARACTER. 

with the sight of so many cheerful countenanoes at- 
tending in composnre and silence to the word of 
God, affect the beholder with unutterable pleasure, 
and, whatever his sentiments might have been at 
his first entrance, conform him by degrees to the 
same temper and behaviour. 

This is more especially the case in an assembly 
met, as at present, upon the promotion of a noble 
and generous design for the benefit of our fellow- 
creatures and fellow Christians. Religion, as she 
descended from heaven in original purity, is the 
choicest gift of God to man y and charity, though 
the youngest, is the fairest daughter of religion. 
'' Now abide faith, hope, and charity, these three; 
. but the greatest of these is charity*' — the greatest, 
as it i& a virtue subsisting in the divine mind (where 
faith and hope can have no place), and from thence 
derived to man ; the greatest, as it is the end and 
crown of the other two ; the greatest, as it is im- 
mediately connected with happiness, since we can- 
not do any good to others without doing more to 
ourselves, even in our present feelings ; and the 
greatest, as charity will remain, when faith shall 
be lost in sight and hope in enjoyment. . Not that 
this virtue will, or can, then exert itself as.lt does 
now. As God himself hi another world will be 
oien's portion, and therefore they can want no- 
thing, charity will then act inwardly, by making us 
•partake of that happiness which others enjoy, and, 
. outwardly, by expressing, in ways suitable to our 
state, how much we are delighted with their hap- 
piness. Where this regard is mutual, as in heaven 
it mast ever be, each person will not only increase 
his own felicity, but prove the occasion of heighten- 
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ing that of Others ; so that the principle itself will 
be eternally strengtheniug, and the effect which it 
produces be eternally improving. 

In the present life, charity principally shows it- 
self in attempts towards removing the hinderances 
of happiness, or at most in supplying materials for 
it ; and therefore, those attempts most deser\'e en- 
couragement which extend farthest ; which take in 
both parts of the human composition ; and pro- 
vide, at the same time, for the bodies and the 
minds of those who are the objects of them ; so 
that while the former appear clothed in the livery 
of charity, the latter may have put on knowledge 
as a vesture, and righteousness as a garment. 

The following discourse shall be confined to the 
particular subject of the institution now before ns, 
by first offering some thoughts upon the import- 
ance of forming the female character by education, 
and then exhibiting a picture of that character, as 
it ought to appear, when formed ; after which, few 
words will be required to induce you to support a 
charity designed for the purpose of forming it. 

I. No pains or expenses t^re spared in teaching 
man knowledge. Not so, in teaching it to woman. 
But why? Are women incapable of it? By no 
means. There have been instances to the contrary 
in every age : there are many shining ones in the 
present. They are what they are by education. If 
ignorant, it is through want of instruction, not of 
capacity. 

It may, perhaps, be said, that they are of that 
sex usually styled and allowed to be the weaker sex. 
So much the more necessity is there, then, for 
their being strengthened and fortified by loand 
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precepts well iocnlcated, and good exai pte i leC 
before them. 

But do not women that are Imcobw leaned, 
nake themselTen ridiculons? Perhaps they nay 
aometimes, for want of bt^ng taaght the nottnse- 
fol |iart of learning, which i« dUeretkm, Bat tboagli 
some do thit, others do it not. They know how 
to manage their learning, when they hare got it ; 
aud possess it, as if they possessed it not. 

Women, however, are not designed to govern 
the state, or to command armies ; to plead in West- 
minster Hall, or to preach in the chnrch ; and 
therefore need not stady the sdences leadtag ts 
those several professions. But there are employe 
-wents snlted to them, and to wkieh they onght to 
be salted ; and no small degree of knowledge Is re- 
qoired to suit them. The knowledge that Is ne- 
cessary for men, may not be necessary for them; 
but they are not, for that reason, to be left in igno- 
rance. 

A yoong woman that is ignorant will be Idle, bo-, 
cause she knows not what to do ; if she is idle^ 
•he will soon be miserable; becanse, throoghoot 
the world, from the highest to the lowest, happi- 
ness consists in employment ; if she is miserable, 
she will seek to relieve her misery by wandering 
abroad, running after shows and diversions. When 
•he is arrived thus far, she may soon go fiulber ; 
•he may become vicioos herself, and tfaeo most 
probably will spend the rest of her life In making 
•others so-that have the misfortune to foil in her 
way. And how many these may be, who can say ? 
Tl . bad edncadott of women doth generally even 
wore mischief than that of men ; since the viccaof 
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men often proceed either from the ill edncatioD 
they received at first from their mothers, off else 
from the passions which other women inspire into 
them at a riper age. 

Female inflaeoce always has been» and always 
must be, very great in the woi'ld ; and therefore H 
is in the power of a well educated woman^ what- 
ever be her station, to do mnch good in it. * 

How valuable to a family is a prudent and faitk- 
ful servant of this sex, and of what ^*ast import- 
ance to the temporal interests of a master or mis>< 
tress has such an one proved ! — sometimes to in- 
terests of a higher nature. Curious, to this poi^ 
pose, is the story told in the fifth diapter of the 
ficcond book of Kin^. The Syrians had invaded 
l^e land of Israel, and, among other prisoaeiti, 
had brought away captive, a little maid, and she 
waited on the wife of Naaman, the king of Syria's 
general, a man of high renown, and in great favour 
at court, but afflicted with a terrible and loathsome 
disease, the leprosy, incurable by heaiaii meant. 
This servant, who had been educated in the tme 
religion, and therefore knew the power of the Qod . 
of Israel, and the miracles wrought by the banda of 
his prophets, grieved at the unhappy condition of 
lier new master, expressed her wishes to her mis- 
tress that he would apply for help to EliiduL 
•* Would God," said she, ** my lord were with^ie 
prophet that is in Samaria ; for he would recover 
him of his leprosy." The words were so remark- 
able, that presently <' one went in, and told his 
lord, saying, Thae and thus said the maid, that is 
of the land of Israel." The eonseqnenoe wasf (bat 
the general took a jowney to thepro^MC, and.'was 
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not only cared of his leprosy, bat becakuie a < 
to the true religion, and worshipped the < 
Elisha. And how often have persons in the 1 
stations been excited to good, or restrains 
evil, at the instance or by the example of ai 
rior in the train of their own servants, wl 
been tanght in early youths what they perha 
never learned, or, in the hour of passion, h; 
gotten ! 

The importance of female education will 

our opinion, if we consider women as persoi 

may become wives and mitiresses of famiti* 

this situation, they have duties to perform 

lie at the very foundation of human life ; tl 

port or the ruin of families depends upon the 

duct. They have the direction of household i 

they, consequently, determine the greater 

cerns of mankind, and form the good or evi 

ners of almost all the world. A judicious v 

that is diligent and religious, is the very so 

house ; she gives orders for the good things 

life, and for those too of eternity. Men then 

who have all the authority in public, cannot 

their deliberations establish any effectua] 

without the concurring assistance of woi 

carry them into execution. Besides their at 

and their continual attendance in their hous« 

have the advantage of being by nature carel 

tentive to particulars, industrious, insiuuatii 

persuasive. And how can the men hope 

content in life, if their strictest friendship 

liauce, which is that of marriage, be turn 

disappointment and bitterness : 

, But a ma(ter of more weight is still behii 
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mothers, women have, for some time, and that the 
most critical time too, the care of the education oif 
their children of both sorts, who, in the next age^ 
are to make up the great body of the world. And 
as the health and strength, or sickliness and weak- 
ness of our bodies, are very much owing to their 
methods of treating us when we are young ; so the 
soundness or folly of our minds are not less owing 
to those first tempers and ways of thinking, which 
we eagerly received from the love, tenderness, aa> 
thority, and constant conversation of our mothers. 
As we call our first liinguage our mother tongue, so 
we may as justly call our first tempers our mother 
tempers ; and perhaps it may be found more easy 
to forget the language, than to part entirely with 
those tempers which we learnt in the nursery. 

That mothers, where they themselves have been 
well instructed, are moi-e capable than men of 
teaching their children, will appear from these 
considerations — First, from their circumstances and 
condition of life : they are more within doors ; have 
more time to spare ; are best acquainted with their 
children's tempers ; and always have them in their 
eye. Secondly, they have an advantage from their 
own make and frame of mind ; they are generally 
more apprehensive of danger, and of what may 
come hereafter, than men are. This makes them 
more concerned for their children's everlasting wel- 
fare, and solicitous to teach them what they know 
themselves. Then, they are of a milder disposi- 
tion; can bear with their children's infirmitief, 
and correct them with a tenderness which even re- 
commends a necessary severity. By this means 
their children come to lore them^ and to be fond 
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of their inttructlon, and to imitate their example; 
Besides all this, they are more patient of this kind 
of labour than men are. It is not the child's dal- 
ness, nor tlie necessity of often repeating the same 
fhingSy that wlU weary or discourage the pious mo 
ther. And, which is not to be omitted, she has an 
opportunity of seeing whether her instructions are 
apprehended and followed; of destroying fices, 
while they are in bad; as also, of eoconragiag 
every commendable word and action, in its season. 

In one word — ^The mothers have an opportunity, 
both by their instruction and example, of fixlDg 
such lastbg impressions upon their chQdren's minds, 
as, by the blessing of God upon their endeavoars, 
neither the iniquity of the age, nor the enemy of 
mankind, shall ever be able to blot out.* 

Some very remarkable facts, confirming wBat has 
been said, deserve your utmost attention. 

At this day, the children of Jews are always un- 
der the mother's care and instruction. If living, 
till tliey come to a certain age ; during which time, 
they are taught to read the law, and so well in- 
structed in its worth, and aim, and meaning, that 
they are very hardly, if ever, brought over to Cbrit- 

• " A proper and eiftctual eduntioo of iStub Itaiato MX 
)t oqeof the very first stept to be taken for the eflteCuai im* 
provement and dviUxaUon of the whole emigre. For chil- 
4re& Ikll inerltably into the hands and under the care of 
women, hi ttieir infant state: therefore their first and 
strongest impressions win be good or bad, salutaary or de- 
•tractive, according to ttie morals, diaracter, and coniMt 
of those women under whose early tiiiti<m ti^ey nay ftU*" 
—Dr. Brown's sketch of a plan of l^lslation for the Rus* 
sian empire, given in the Biographia Britanaioa, voL ii. 
'(X4, €d edition. 
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tianity, either by the temporal or spiritual advan- 
tages which attend it. 

One of the deputies at the synod of Dort inform-* 
ed that assembly, that in his country there was 
scarce a person, how poor and mean soever his 
condition was, but coald read and give a tolerable 
account of his faith. This, he said, was owing 
chiefly to the great care that had been talcen to in- 
struct the women^ who, when they came to be mo<^ 
titers, scarce ever failed to instruct their children. - 

St. Paul, addressing himself to his beloved Ti- 
mothy, has these remarlsable words — ** That I mtiy 
be filled with joy^ when I call to remembrance the 
unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first 
in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice ; 
and I am persuaded that in thee also." You see, 
that the faith and piety, here commended and glo- 
ried in, were continued and propagated in the fa<k 
mily by the women cJuefiy, That ** unfeigned 
faith," and that zeal for the glory of Ood, which 
was found in Timothy, and which qualified him 
for a bishop, or overseer^ in the church of Ood, 
was derived to him from his mother and grand- 
mother, whose instruction and examples he fol- 
lowed ; and so became an instrument of great good 
to the world. 

Nor are examples wanting among ourselves of 
virtue and piety, the fear and the blessing of Qod» 
continued in families for many generations, l>y the 
religions care and concern of mothers, that hhvt 
had a Christian education ; who, however they may 
excuse themselves from some other labours, which 
attend the bringing up of their children^ if they 
neglect Mt#^ are inezcnsable; neither the te»!iSRX- 
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ness of their coustitution, nor the care of their &• 
milies (much less the pleasures o^the world) ; nei- 
ther their quality on the one hand, nor their po- 
verty on the other, will erer free them from the 
gnilt, and infamy, and curse, which will attend 
those who shall suffer their children to grow np 
without principles, and without morality. 

To the foregoing considerations it may be added, 
that virtue is not more the business of men than 
it is of women, who are the one half of the human 
race, redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ, 
aud designed for eternal life. They are to Uve for 
themselves ; they have as great a share in the ra- 
tional nature as men have; they have as much rea- 
son to pretend to, and as much necessity to aspire 
after the highest accomplishments of a Christian 
and solid virtue, as the gravest aud wisest among 
Christian philosophers. When we spoil them by a 
wrong education, we spoil that part of the world 
which would otherwise, perhaps, furnish most iii*> 
stances of an eminent and exalted goodness ; since 
they are naturally possessed of tempers and dispo- 
sitions which, if duly improved by proper studtes, 
and sober methods of education, would, in all pro- 
bability, carry them to greater heights of piety, 
than are to be found among the generality of men. 
That women have no souls, is an assertion, which 
might proceed from the teacher of h/alse i^igion ; 
by the Founder of the irue^ they are regarded in a 
very different light. To them were commumcated 
the first tidings of his resurrection, and they had 
the honour to be appointed apostles to the apostles 
themselves. 

Whether^ thereftMV^ we consider the capadties 
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of women for attaining hiowiedge, or the sad con. 
teqneuces of their being left in ignorance, thdr in. 
flnence on society as iervants, as wives, as mis* 
tresses of families, and as mothers ; or their consti- 
tuting the one half of the human race, redeemed hp 
the precious hhod of Jesju Christ, and designed fkjr 
eternal life ; every way is evident the great import- 
ance of forming the female character by education. 
—To exhibit a picture of that character as it ought 
to appear, when formed, was the 

Second thing proposed. — The picture with which 
i shall present you, among other advantages, has 
that of antiquity. It was drawn by a masterly 
hand near three thousand years ago. It may he 
necessary, tlierefore, to I'emove some of the effects 
of the time, and retouch the lines that have been 
clouded andx>bscured by length of years ; in plain 
terms, to exphun some parts of the description, 
which relate to andent manners and customs, and 
show how they may be usefully applied to those of 
our own age and country. The description I mean, 
is that left us of a virtuous woman, by the wisest 
of men, in the last chapter of the book of Pro. 
verbs ; a description, which all mothers and mis- 
tresses should teach the female pupils under tlieir 
care to read and learn by heart. 

Prov. xxxi. 10. " Who can find a virtuous wo- 

I 

man ? for her price is far above rubies." Such an 
one is to be found, but not without some care and 
diligence In the search. She is wdl worth ^e 
pains taken in the forming her, and more to be va- 
lued by her happy ppwetsor than the brightest dia^ 
mond in the mines of the East. 
11. << The heariV her hnsbud doth aafebi ^xvi». 

VOL, II. w 
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ID her, 80 that he shall have no need of spoil." A 
weU-Burtured woman is man's hest and truest 
friend. Her fidelity is inviolable as the covenant of 
the Most High, and her purity unsullied as the 
light of heaven. Absent, as well as present, her 
husband relies upon her, for the preservation of 
bis possessions, and of herself, the dearest and 
piost precious of all. With such a steward at home, 
jfreed from care and anxiety, he goes forth to his 
own employment, whatever it may be. He has no 
occasion to rob othep by sea or land ; to plunder 
provinces, or starve nations. Instead of her squan* 
dering his substance to gratify her own vanity and 
folly, the economy of his wife, furnishes the sup- 
plies, and nothing is wanting in due time and 
place. 

, 12. " She will do him good, and not evil, all the 
days of her life." She will never abuse this confi- 
dence reposed in her, but endeavour to render her- 
self daily more and more worthy of it. And even 
if her endeavours should not always meet with the 
desired success ; if the good man should sometimes 
happen to be a little out of spirits, or out of tern* 
^ per ; she will not therefore become so too. Her 
cheerfulness will revive and restore h im. She will 
still " do him good, and not evil," while he Uves; 
and if she survive him, will continue to show the 
same attention and regard to his family and to his 
character. << My Servius," said the Roman Valeria, 
holding in her arms the urn which contained the 
ashes of her husband — " my Servius, though dead 
to the rest of the world, can never be otherwise 
than alive to me." . 
Solomon's description of a virtuous woman con- 
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isists of twenty, two verses. It is well worthy your 
observation, that eleven of these verses (haJf the 
number) are taken up in setting forth her industry 
and the effects of it. I shall recite all these toge- 
ther, that you may see what a variety of magnifi- 
cent language is made use of, to describe her dif- 
ferent employments, to recommend simplicity of 
manners, and make good housewifery and honest 
labour to be admired, in the rich and noble, as well 
as the pour and obscure among women. For you 
must bear in mind, that in works of the several 
kinds here mentioned, queens and princesses, of 
old time, disdained not to be occupied. You will 
likewise be pleased to consider, that if the rich 
are exempted from the necessity of working for 
themselves, they cannot be better employed than iu 
working for the poor; since the coats and gar- 
ments, made by the charity of Dorcas, were judged 
the best proofs of her goodness that could be sub-* 
mitted to the inspection of an apostle. 

13. " She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh 
willingly with her hands. 19. She layeth her hands 
to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. 17. 
She girdeth her loins with strength, and strength- 
eneth her arms. 15. She riseth also, while it is 
yet night, and giveth meat to her household, 
and a portion to her maidens. 27. She looketh 
well to the ways of her household, and eateth not 
the bread of idleness. 21. She is not afraid of the 
snow for her household ; for they are all clothed 
with double garments. 22. She maketh herself 
coverings of tapestry ; her clothing is silk and pur- 
ple. 24. She maketh fine linen, and selleth it ; and 
dc'livereth girdles to the merchant. i8«SVv^\Kx> 
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cdveth that her merchandise is good : her candlr 
goeth not out by night. 14. She is like the mer- 
chant ships ; she bringeth her food from afar. 16. 
She considereth a fields and buyeth it ; with the 
fruits of her hands she planteth a vineyard." — ^Ou 
accoant of this her manrellons and unceasing dili« 
gence, with the many and great advantages derived 
thereby to her family, well may it be said, as it is 
sidd of her, 25. ** Strength and honour are her 
dothing ; and she shall rejoice in time to come." 

But the honour, is not confined to herself. Itex- 
tendeth to her friend and her companion in life; 
23. ** Her husband is known in the gates, when he 
ritteth among the elders of the land ;" that is, he 
is known as her husband ; as a man blessed with 
such a wife ; as indebted, perhaps, for his promo- 
tion, to the wealth acquired by her management at 
home (for honours are seldom open to the poor) ; 
for the splendour and elegance of his apparel, to 
the labour of her hands ; and it may be, for the 
preservation and establishment of his virtue and 
int^rity, to the encouragement in all that is holy^ 
and just, and good, furnished by her example as 
well as her conversation, the nature of which )\s 
thus described :— - 

26. ** She openeth her mouth with wisdom, and 
in her tongue is the law of kindness." She thinks 
before she speaks; and therefore, neither intro* 
duces a bad suliiject, nor disgraces a good one by 
im improper manner of discoursing upon it., And 
as chi^ty reigns in her heart, nothing that is vm" 
charitable proceeds out of her month ; all is lenieiit 
and healing. To express the iHiole in a few words, 
the aay$ nothing that i» fooUsh« nothing that is ill* 
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natured. But her charity is shown in deeds as 
well as words. 

20. "She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; 
yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy." 
This is yet another good effect of her economy and 
management. She is not only able to provide plen- 
tifully for her household, but has always something 
in store for the poor. Since what avails a charita* 
ble disposition, where vanity, folly, and extrava* 
gance have taken away the power to exert it ? In 
vain is " the hand stretched out,'* when there is 
nothing in it. 

Having duly considered this finished character of 
the virtuous woman, yve shall not be surprised at 
the praise bestowed upon it, in the remaining 
verses of the chapter. 

. 28. " Her children rise up, and call her blessed ; 
her husband also, and he praiseth her, saying^ 
29. Many daughters have doue virtuously; hut 
thou excellest them all." Happy the children of 
such a mother ; they will be living proofs of the 
care taken by her in their education, when she 
taught them to walk, by the paths of honour and 
virtue, to the mansions of rest and glory. Happy 
the husband of such a wife, who sees all things 
prosper under her direction, and the blessing of 
Heaven derived to his family through her. They 
will all join in proclaiming, that among women 
who do well, honour is chiefly due to the virtuous 
and diligent wife, the affectionate and sensible 
mother. 

30. ^' Favour," or rather , *^ gracefulness, is de- 
ceitful, and beauty is vain ; bat a woman that fear- 
eth the Lord, she shall be praised." A ^caoe.C^ 
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person^ and a set of fiue featnresy are Taliiali^ 
things, but they are not always to be tmsted ; tb 
may conceal tempers and dispositions very dtfiere^^ 
from those one shonld have expected to find : di^td 
bitterer than wormwood must then be the disap- 
pointment of the man who has been directed to bis 
choice by no other considerations. This, I say, 
fiury be the case. It is not often so, let us hope. 
God forbid it should. The fiure ought to be an in- 
dex to the mind ; and when all is fur without, is 
it is said of the king's daughter in the psalm, " ill 
should be glorious within.'^ But, let beauty have 
its due praifiCy and suppose what yon will of it-* 
auppose all that the poets say of it to be true ; still, 
the wise man tells you, it is vain^ it is in its nature 
transient, fleeting, perishing.; it is the flower of 
the spring, which must fade in autumn ; and when 
the blossom falls, if no fruit sueceed, of what va- 
lue, I pray you, is the tree ? The grave is already 
opening for the most elegant person that moves, 
and the worms are in waiting to feed on the fairest 
fiice that is beludden. Labour, then, for that which 
endnreth for. ever : let your chief pains be bestowed 
on that part of the human composition which shall 
flourish in immortal youth, when the world and 
all that is in it shall disappear, and come no more 
into mind. — ** A woman that feareth the Lord, she 
shall be praised." 

31. '< Give her of the fruit of her hands, and 
let her own worlcs praise her in the gates.^ 

The crown which her own hands have thus form* 
ed shall be placed upon her head, as it were by 
general consent, even in this life ; and her good 
deedn, celebrated in the public lusemhlies, shail 
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diffuse an odour grateful as the smell of Eden, as 
the cloud of frankincense ascending from the holy 
altar. When her task is ended, the answer of a 
good conscience, and the blessings of all around, 
sweeter than the sweetest music, shall chant her 
to her repose ; till awakened on the great morning 
of the world, descending angels shall introdace this 
daughter of Jerusalem into the joy of her Lord. 

Such is the female character, and such the im- 
portance of forming it by education. Without edu- 
cation it cannot be formed ; for we were all bom 
equally ignorant, and are what we are by in- 
struction. Mothers who have not been themselves 
taught, cannot teach their daughters ; and mothers 
who are poor, cannot pay for having them taught. 
Such mothers must be therefore assisted ; -the 
children of such mothers, who appear now ranged 
before you, ask the continuance of your good-will 
and kind assistance, to carry on the work of their 
education. Be the means of teaching them, and 
they may teach their children after them, to the 
years of many generations. There is no end of the 
good that may be thus done : the effects of it may 
be found upon the earth, when our Redeemer shall 
return to judgment. 

A school of this sort, properly managed and con- 
ducted — what is it, but a nursery of virtue and 
true religion, from whence will come forth into 
the church of God many a modest Rebekah, a' de- 
,vout Hannah, a wise Esther, an industrious Mar- 
tha, a humble ploos Mary ; a credit to their own 
age, and a blesring to posterity. 

Such a achook is a cluirity ol the moft oompre- 
hensive nature. 



II 



for such are industry and goonucsn, <u ». 
as well as in the palace. 

It U a charity to this cUp, to hinder K 
nocent creatures from being tempted to 
streets, or hide themselves in ill houses. 

It is a charity to families ; not only to \ 
families out of which these children are 
to those good families into which the 
hereafter transplanted for soher, faithful 
vants ; and, in time, a charity to their 
lies, when, by God's blessing, they sh; 
disposed of in the world; when, bavi 
happy wives and mothers, they shall goi 
of their own, and bring up their chile 
lilce nurture and fear of the Lord. 

That these good effects may be pn 
mothers must be warned not to detain i 
at home a moment longer than is absol 
sary, nor ever let them have a bad exa 
their eyes when they are there. 
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tions. If you withhold your hands, you pull doi^n 
your own work. Whatever you give at other times^ 
add something now, severally as you can afford— 
and add it cheerfully ; for God loves cheerfulness 
in giving, as in every thing else. Hard hearts and 
empty hands he does not love. You owe it to his 
blessing that you are not in want yourselves: of his 
own do you give him ; and how can you bestow it 
better ?— I need not tell the female part of my audi- 
ence, that, in justice to their sex, tJiey are more 
especially concerned ; since they, I am sure, have 
not forgotten a strilcing feature in the picture which 
has been set before them — <' She stretcheth out her 
hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her 
hands to the needy.' 
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